

	



	Building Inspection Office
FIRE INSPECTOR’S FINAL INSPECTION GUIDE

	Section:  3-Inspection Guides
	Number: 

	INSPECTOR:
	This document complies with 2010 California Fire Code (CFC).  

	DATE/TIME:
	EVENT:


	
	Completed:
Inspector’s Initials
	N/A

	TENTS & MEMBRANE STRUCTURES

	GENERAL

	1.
	
	
	Event application has been authorized by the BSD Building Inspection Office. CFC 2403.6

	2.
	
	
	The event is completely set up but has not started yet and the special event coordinator is present for the inspection.  CFC 2403.2.

	3.
	
	
	The authorized tent(s) is in the correct location and the physical floor plan, seating/table and/or layout match the authorized plan.  CFC 2403.2.

	4.
	
	
	A certificate of flame resistance has been provided for the tent or other membrane structure(s).  CFC §2404-2404.4.

	5.
	
	
	Tent(s) (including support ropes, and guy wires) larger than 400 square feet and not open on all sides are not located within 20 feet of assumed lot lines, buildings, other tents or membrane structures, parked vehicles or internal combustion engines 

Exception: Separation distance between membrane structures and tents not used for cooking is not required when the aggregate floor area does not exceed 15,000 sq. ft. 

	
	
	
	Membrane structures or tents need not be separated from buildings when all of the following conditions are met:

	
	
	
	· The aggregate floor area of the membrane structure or tent does not exceed 10,000 square feet.

	
	
	
	· The aggregate floor area of the building and membrane structure or tent does not exceed the allowable floor area including increases as indicated in the California Building Code.

	
	
	
	· Required means of egress provisions are provided for both the building and the membrane structure or tent including travel distances.

	
	
	
	· Approved fire apparatus access road is provided. CFC 2403.8.2.

	6.
	
	
	Tents < 701 sq. ft., which are open on all sides, are located at least 12 feet from buildings and other tents. CFC 2403.2.

	7.
	
	
	The aggregate area of multiple tents which are open on all sides placed side-by-side without a fire break clearance of 12 feet does not exceed 700 sq. feet.  CFC 2403.2.

	STRUCTURAL STABILITY

	8.
	
	
	Tents or membrane structures are adequately roped, braced and anchored to withstand the elements of weather and prevent against collapsing.  Documentation of structural stability has been approved by the City of Fremont Building Inspection Division.
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	9.
	
	
	Membrane structures having an area of 15,000 sq. ft. or more are located not less than 50 feet from any other tent or structure as measured from the sidewall of the tent or membrane structure unless joined together by a corridor. CFC 2403.8.3.

	EMERGENCY VEHICLE/FIRE ACCESS & FIRE BREAK

	10.
	
	
	Fire apparatus access roads are provided that extend to within 150 feet of all portions of the exterior walls of the tent or membrane structure and adjacent buildings or other tents, as measured by an approved route around the exterior of the facility. CFC §503.1.1

	
	
	
	Fire apparatus access is provided with an unobstructed width of not less than 20 feet with vertical clearance of 13 feet, 6 inches. CFC 503.2.1.

	
	
	
	An unobstructed fire break passageway or fire road not less than 12 feet wide and free from guy ropes or other obstructions is provided and maintained on all sides of all tents and membrane structures. CFC 2403.8.6.

	
	
	
	Vehicles necessary to the operation of the establishment are parked at least 20 feet from any tent.  No other vehicles are parked less than 100 feet from any tent except vehicles legally parked in a parking lot or roadway at least 20 feet from any tent. CFC 2403.8.2.

	FIRE EXTINGUISHERS

	                                   Fire extinguishers are provided. Fire extinguishers are:

	11.
	
	
	· Minimum size 2A:10B:C

	
	
	
	· Located in conspicuous locations where they will be readily accessible and immediately available for use. 

	
	
	
	· Are available within 75 feet of travel distance of any point inside the tent

	
	
	
	· One provided for areas between 500 square feet and 1,000 square feet, plus one in each auxiliary adjacent tent. 

	
	
	
	· One additional extinguisher is provided for each additional 2000 square feet or fraction thereof.

	
	
	
	· Placed along normal paths of travel.

	
	
	
	· Not obstructed or obscured from view.

	
	
	
	· Placed in an accessible location near the exit(s) of the structure.  

	
	
	
	· New fire extinguishers (minimum 2A:10B:C) have the sales receipt taped to the side for visual inspection.

	
	
	
	· At least one 40:B:C fire extinguisher is provided for each generator or transformer location (within 30 feet).

	
	
	
	· Cabinets used to house fire extinguishers are not locked

	
	
	
	· The fire extinguishers are UL Listed and bear a current California State Fire Marshal Service tag.

	
	
	
	· All fire extinguishers are fully charged.

	
	
	
	· Fire extinguishers are mounted such that the top of the extinguishers are not more than 5 feet above the floor. CFC 2404.12.
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	SIGNAGE

	12.
	
	
	Maximum occupant load sign is posted in a conspicuous place, near the main exit or exit access doorway.  The sign is of an approved legible, permanent design. CFC 1004.3.

	
	
	
	Approved “NO SMOKING” signs are conspicuously posted throughout. CFC 2404.6.

	EXITS

	13.
	
	
	A minimum of one free and clear exit door or clear opening is provided, as well as additional exits as required:

	
	
	
	TEMPORARY MEMBRANE STRUCTURES, TENTS AND CANOPIES* Occupant Load
	Minimum Number 
Of Exits 
	Tent  
Exit Opening Size 
	Air-supported 
Structure 
Exit Opening Size 

	
	
	
	Less than 10
	1
	36 in.
	36 in.

	
	
	
	10 to 199 
	2 
	72 in. 
	36 in. 

	
	
	
	200 (1400 sq. ft.) to 499 (3493 sq. ft.) 
	3 
	72 in. 
	72 in. 

	
	
	
	500 (3500 sq. ft.) to 999 (693 sq. ft.)
	4 
	96 in. 
	72 in. 

	
	
	
	1,000 (7,000 sq. ft.) to 1,999
	5 
	120 in. 
	96 in. 

	
	
	
	2,000 to 2,999 
	6 
	120 in. 
	96 in. 

	
	
	
	Over 3,000ª
	7 
	120 in. 
	96 in. 

	
	а. When the occupant load exceeds 3,000, the total width of means of egress (in inches) shall not
be less than the total occupant load multiplied by 0.2 inches per person. CFC 2403.12.2.



	14.
	
	

	Exits are spaced at approximately equal intervals around the perimeter of the tents or membrane structure and are located such that all points are 100 feet or less from an exit.  The total width of means of egress in inches is not less than the total occupant load served by a means of egress multiplied by 0.2 inches per person. CFC 2403.12.1.

	15.
	
	
	Exit openings from tents are open unless covered by a flame-resistant curtain.  The curtain complies with the following requirements:

	
	
	
	· Curtains are free-sliding on a metal support.  The support is a minimum of 80 inches above the floor level at the exit.  The curtains are so arranged that, when open, no part of the curtain obstructs the exit.

	
	
	
	· Curtains are a color, or colors, that contrast with the color of the tent.

	16.
	
	
	The required widths of exits, aisles and passageways are maintained at all times to a public way.  Guy wires, guy ropes and other support members do not cross a means of egress at a height of less than 8 feet.  CFC 2403.12.8.

	17.
	
	
	The surface of means of egress is smooth and maintained and clear at all times while occupied. CFC 2403.12.5 & 2403.12.5.1.

	EXIT ILLUMINATION 

	18.
	
	
	Exit signs are either listed and labeled in accordance with UL 924 as the internally illuminated type and used in accordance with the listing or are externally illuminated by luminaries in the following manner:

	
	
	
	· Two separate circuits, one of which is separate from all other circuits, for occupant loads of 300 or less; or:
· 
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	· Two separate sources of power, one of which is an approved emergency system, shall be provided when the occupant load exceeds 300.  An emergency system is supplied from storage batteries or from the on-site generator set and the system shall be installed in accordance with the California Electrical Code.  The emergency system provided has a minimum duration of 90 minutes when operated at full design demand. CFC 2403.12.6.1.

	19.
	
	
	Means of Egress is illuminated with light having intensity of not less than 1 foot-candle (11 lux) at floor level while the structure is occupied.  Fixtures required for means of egress illuminations is supplied from a separate circuit or source of power. CFC 2403.12.7.

	FLAMMABLE AND COMBUSTIBLE LIQUIDS

	20.
	
	
	Flammable-liquid-fueled equipment is not being used in membrane structures or tents. CFC 2404.17.1.

	21.
	
	
	Flammable and combustible liquids are stored outside in an approved manner not less than 50 feet from membrane structures or tents. Storage is in accordance with Chapter 34. CFC 2404.17.2.

	22.
	
	
	Refueling is performed in an approved location not less than 20 feet from membrane structures or tents. CFC 2404.17.3.

	GENERATORS

	23.
	
	
	Generators and other internal combustion power sources are separated from membrane structures and tents by a minimum of 20 feet. CFC 2404.19.

	24.
	
	
	Generators are isolated from contact with the public by fencing, enclosure or other approved means. CFC 2404.19.

	25.
	
	
	Each generator is provided with a fire extinguisher with a minimum 40B:C rating, located within 30 feet of the generator and accessible at all times. CFC Table 906.3(2).

	HOUSEKEEPING

	26.
	
	
	The grounds inside, outside and adjacent to or within 30 feet of membrane structures and tents are kept free and clear of combustible wastes & vegetation. Such wastes are stored in approved containers until removed from the premises. CFC 2404.21.

	27.
	
	
	Hay, straw, shavings or similar combustible materials are not located within any tent or membrane structure containing an assembly. CFC 2404.5. 

	28.
	
	
	Sawdust and shavings utilized for a performance or exhibit are allowed provided the sawdust and shavings are kept damp. CFC 2404.5.

	29.
	
	
	Combustible materials are not located under stands or seats at any time. CFC 2404.5.

	30.
	
	
	Hay, straw, trash and other similar flammable material is stored more than 50 feet from any tent. CFC 2404.5; CCR, Title 19, Division 1, §326(b).
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	OVERCROWDING

	31.
	
	
	Overcrowding or admittance of any person beyond the approved capacity of a building or portion of thereof is allowed.  The Fire Marshal, upon finding any overcrowding conditions or obstructions in aisles, passageways or other means of egress, or upon finding any condition which constitutes a life safety hazard, is authorized to cause the event to be stopped until such condition or obstruction is corrected.  CFC. 107.6.

	SEATING

	32.
	
	
	Place of Assembly (Over 50 people): Aisles from seating areas are not less than 44 inches wide where serving an occupant load exceeding 50.  

	33.
	
	
	Aisles are progressively increased in width to provide, at all points, not less than 1 foot of aisle width for each 50 persons served by such aisle at that point.

	34.
	
	
	Less than 50 people:  Where non-fixed seating is located between a table and an aisle, the measurement of required clear width of the aisle is made to a line 19 inches, measured perpendicularly to the edge of the table, away from the edge of said table:


	35.
	
	
	When seating rows have 14 or fewer seats, a clear width of not less than 12” shall be provided from the back of one chair to the front of the most forward projection of the chair immediately behind. 

	36.
	
	
	The clear width (in item 35, above) must be increased as follows: For rows of seating served by aisles or doorways at both ends, there are no more than 100 seats per row. The minimum clear width of 12 inches between rows is increased by 0.03 inch for every additional seat beyond 14, but the minimum clear width need not exceed 22 inches.

	37.
	
	
	For rows of seating served by an aisle or a doorway at one end only, the     minimum clear width of 12 inches between rows shall be increased by 0.06 inch for every additional seat beyond seven (7), but the minimum clear width need not exceed 22 inches. In addition, the distance to the point where the occupant has a choice of two directions of travel to an exit shall not exceed 30 feet from the point where the occupant is seated. 
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	38.
	
	
	All loose seats, folding chairs or similar seating facilities that are not fixed to the floor shall be bonded together in groups of not less than three. 

EXCEPTION: When not more than 299 such seats are provided, bonding is not necessary. Bonding of chairs is not required when tables are provided for dining or similar purposes.

	39.
	
	
	Aisles terminate at a cross aisle, foyer, doorway, or vomitory. Aisles shall not have a dead end greater than 20 feet in length.

	40.
	
	
	In occupancies having rectangular conference or banquet-type tables, such tables shall be placed not less than 54 inches apart and not less than 36 inches from walls.

	HEATING AND COOKING

	41.
	
	
	Heating and/or cooking within a tent or membrane structure is subject to additional requirements.

	42.
	
	
	

	43.
	
	
	

	44.
	
	
	

	45.
	
	
	

	46.
	
	
	

	47.
	
	
	

	48.
	
	
	

	49.
	
	
	

	50.
	
	
	

	51.
	
	
	

	52.
	
	
	

	53.
	
	
	

	END…
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