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CLEARANCE TO COMBUSTIBLES 
2016 CALIFORNIA MECHANICAL 

CODE SECTIONS 904.2, 304.0, TABLE 904.2, & 921.0 
 
The following is a list of the general requirements for clearances of gas appliances to 
combustible material based on the 2016 California Mechanical Code. This handout is 
intended to provide only general information, contact the Building and Safety Division for any 
questions or additional information. 
 
In general all gas fired appliances shall be accessible for inspection, service, repair and 
replacement without removing permanent construction (CMC 304.1). Clearances shall be 
maintained to:  

1. Clean heating surfaces. 
2. Replace filters, blowers, motor, burners, controls, and vent connections. 
3. Lubricate moving parts. 
4. Adjust and clean burners, pilots, and the proper functioning of explosion vents, where 

provided. (NFPA 54:9.2.1) 
 
Central heating boilers and furnaces shall be provided with clearances in accordance with the 
following: 

1. Listed central heating furnaces and low-pressure boilers shall be installed with clearances 
in accordance with the terms of their listings and the manufacturer’s installation 
instructions. (NFPA 54-12: 10.3.2.2) 

2. Unlisted central heating and low pressure boilers shall be installed with clearances from 
combustible material not less than those specified in Table 904.2. (NFPA 54-12: 
10.3.2.2) 
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The installation of household cooking appliances shall be installed in accordance with section 
921.0. 
 
Vertical Clearance Above Cooking Top. (CMC 921.3.2): Household cooking appliances shall 
have a vertical clearance above the cooking top of not less than 30 inches to combustible 
material or metal cabinets. A minimum clearance of 24 inches is permitted where one of the 
following is installed: 

1. The underside of the combustible material or metal cabinet above the cooking top is 
protected with not less than ¼ inch insulation millboard covered with sheet metal not 
less than 0.0122 of an inch think.  

2. A metal venting hood of sheet metal not less than 0.0122 of an inch thick is installed 
above the cooking top with a clearance of not less than ¼ inch between the hood and 
the underside of the combustible material or metal cabinet, and the hood is as wide as 
the appliance and the centered over the appliance. 

3. A listed cooking appliance or microwave oven installed over a listed cooking 
appliances with the terms of the upper appliance listing and the manufacturer’s 
installation instructions.  Microwave ovens shall comply with Section 923. 
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