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MINUTES
FREMONT RECREATION COMMISSION

SPECIAL MEETING
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

3300 CAPITOL AVENUE, BUILDING A
FREMONT, CALIFORNIA  94538

APRIL 20, 2016

1. CALL TO ORDER AND SALUTE TO THE FLAG

Commissioner Dutra called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., and Commissioner Winter led the 
flag salute.

2. ROLL CALL

Present: Commissioners Lila Bringhurst, Jeff Couthren, John Dutra, Pavan Vedere
Larry Thompson, and Laura Winter

Absent: Commissioner Brian Hughes

Staff Present: Community Services Director Annabell Holland, Community Services Deputy 
Director Kim Beranek, Parks Planning and Design Manager Roger Ravenstad, 
Recreation Superintendent I Damon Sparacino, Recreation Superintendent I Irene 
Jordahl, Recreation Superintendent I Lance Scheetz, Associate Engineer Mirabel 
Aguilar, Urban Initiative Manager, Clifford Nguyen, City Engineer Hans Larsen, 
Principal Transportation Engineer Noe Veloso, Associate Transportation Engineer 
Rene Dalton and Executive Assistant Tracey Leung

3. CONSENT CALENDAR – None

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

It was moved by Commissioner Bringhurst and seconded by Commissioner Thompson to approve
the Minutes of the Special Meeting April 6, 2016.

Vote on Motion:

Ayes: Commissioners Bringhurst, Couthren, Dutra, Thompson, and Winter
Noes: None
Abstain: Commissioner Vedere
Recuse: None
Absent: Commissioner Hughes

Motion approved and so ordered.
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5. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

Stephen Lawrence, Non-Fremont Resident:
Mr. Lawrence spoke to the Commissioners regarding:

 Mr. Lawrence provided a handout to the Commission, title: What’s a Bike Park?
 In favor of having a bike park in Fremont

 Public has strong interest in having a bike park in Fremont and Tri-Cities

Jessica Morofke, Fremont Resident:
Ms. Wayland spoke to the Commissioners regarding:
 In favor of having a bike park in Fremont

 Bike park is for all ages and all levels
 Biking is an activity that family can participate together

Melissa Avery, Fremont Resident:
Ms. Avery spoke to the Commissioners regarding:
 In favor of having a bike park in Fremont

 Parents have more control of their kids’ rides in a bike park

 Bike park helps promote healthy lifestyle

Nicholas Pierce, Fremont Resident:
Mr. Pierce spoke to the Commissioners regarding:
 In favor of having a bike park in Fremont

 Going to Pleasanton bike park is inconvenient for teenagers without car

 Bike park is a safe place for people to meet, show skills and hang out

Kelly Abreu, Fremont Resident:
Mr. Abreu spoke to the Commissioners regarding:
 There is no connection to Vargus Plateau trail

 Going through Niles Canyon by bike is unsafe

 Having the only corridor where you cannot bike and cannot travel along the 
freeway

 Staff should add Vargus Plateau trail issue to the EBRPD liaison meeting agenda

6. STAFF PRESENTATIONS/CEREMONIAL ITEMS - None

7. ACTION ITEMS

7.1 WARM SPRINGS BART WEST ACCESS BRIDGE AND PLAZA 
PROJECT - Recommend that City Council Adopt the Master Park Plan for 
the Warm Springs BART West Access Plaza, and Evaluation of the 1 Acre 
Site According to the “Criteria for Selection of Park Sites”
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Parks Planning and Design Manager Roger Ravenstad introduced the item to the Commission.  
He addressed the email (dated April 19, 2016) sent by Andreas V. Kadavanich, regarding the 
UPRR trail.

David Gate of Gates & Associates, Associate Engineer Mirabel Aguilar, Urban Initiative 
Manager, Clifford Nguyen gave a presentation on the Warm Springs Bart west access bridge and 
plaza master plan.

Staff and consultants received comments from the Commission and answered questions from the 
Committee.

Item opened for public comment.

Kelly Abreu, Fremont Resident:
Mr. Abreu spoke to the Commissioners regarding:
 His concern about escalator maintenance

 Talked about BART police substation not having a visible sign

 There is a gap in the UPRR Trail (from Quarry Lake to Milpitas)
 There is an opportunity to make a Class I bike trail

 When trails are downgraded from Class I to Class II, the City needs to protect the 
bike riders

 The City needs to finish the UPRR trail to connect the North – South Fremont

Andreas V. Kadavanich, Fremont Resident:
Mr. Kadavanich spoke to the Commissioners regarding:

 Thanked the staff responding to his concern addressed on his email.

 It is crucial to have Class I bike path in Fremont.

 Suggested have staircase ramps for luggage at the Warm Spring Bart station.

Item closed to public.

It was moved by Commissioner Dutra and seconded by Commissioner Vedere to:
1. Recommend that City Council find that the proposed 1-acre Warm Springs BART 

West Access Plaza is consistent with the General Plan policies and the Criteria for 
Selection of Park Sites in the Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 

2. Recommend that City Council adopt the proposed 1-acre Warm Springs BART 
West Access Plaza Park Master Plan and include it in the City park land inventory 
as a “Civic Park.”

Vote on Motion:

Ayes: Commissioners Bringhurst, Couthren, Dutra, Thompson, Vedere and Winter
Noes: None
Abstain: None
Recuse: None
Absent: Commissioner Hughes
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Motion approved and so ordered.

7.2 OVERVIEW BRIEFING ON CURRENT FREMONT TRANSPORTATION 
PLANS AND PROJECTS

City Engineer Hans Larsen, Principal Transportation Engineer Noe Veloso, Associate 
Transportation Engineer Rene Dalton gave a presentation on current Fremont transportation plans 
and projects.

Staff received comments from the Commission and answered questions from the Committee.

8. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS - None

9. COMMISSION REFERRALS - None

10. COMMISSION AND STAFF COMMUNICATIONS - None

11.  ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.

___________________________________
ANNABELL HOLLAND, Secretary
Fremont Recreation Commission


