
 Notice of Preparation   

 

Date:  October 4, 2019 

To:  Office of Planning and Research, Responsible and Trustee Agencies, and Interested Parties 

From:  City of Fremont, Planning Division 

Subject:  Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report for the Morrison Canyon Road Traffic 

Safety Project (PWC8981) 

The City of Fremont (City) will be the Lead Agency and will prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the 

City-sponsored project described below. We request comments from the public and public agencies regarding the 

scope and content of the EIR.  

Pursuant to Section 15060(d) of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, the City’s 

preliminary review of the proposed project indicates that an EIR will be required for the project and accordingly, the 

City is moving directly to preparation of an EIR, omitting preparation of an Initial Study.   

Project Title: Morrison Canyon Road Traffic Safety Project 

Project Applicant: City of Fremont, Public Works Department  

Project Location: As shown in the Project Area Map, (Attachment 1), the proposed project would include the 

approximately 0.8-mile portion of Morrison Canyon Road in the City of Fremont (Niles Quadrangle. Township 4S, 

Range 1W, Sections 22 and 23), located immediately east of the intersection of Morrison Canyon Road and Ridge 

Terrace (“Proposed Western/Bottom Closure”) to a location immediately west of the intersection of Morrison 

Canyon Road and Vargas Road (“Proposed Eastern/Top Closure”).  

Existing Conditions: Morrison Canyon Road (the Road) is a one-lane, bi-directional road that connects Mission 

Boulevard to Vargas Road. The Road primarily provides access to the rural hillside properties in the Morrison 

Canyon and Vargas Road areas. The roadway has been historically a dirt/gravel trail that has received a chip seal 

maintenance treatment over the years, as necessary. In the project area, the Road is a winding, approximately nine-

foot wide road at its narrowest point. The Road cuts through steep slopes that have often resulted in closures due to 

erosion and landslides.   

Bi-directional automobile traffic has recently increased along the Road and associated routes, as weekday 

commuters have sought to avoid traffic along Interstate 680 and/or Mission Boulevard. Given the narrow, winding 

nature of the Road, this increase in automobile trips has contributed to a considerable increase in two-way vehicle 

conflicts, especially because many sections lack width for two cars to pass by each other, often requiring one vehicle 

to reverse to make space. The increased automobile traffic also presents additional safety concerns for pedestrians 

and bicyclists, who frequent the Road to access Vargas Plateau Regional Park, which is accessible from a location 

east of Vargas Road. 

On October 16, 2018, the City of Fremont approved a temporary closure of the Road, which became effective 

November 17, 2018. The temporary closure includes signage and barricades indicating the roadway access 

restrictions, and allows continued access for emergency response vehicles, emergency access for local residents 

within the rural hill area, and non-vehicular uses (pedestrian and bicycle). This temporary closure, which is currently 

active, is achieved through the use of flexible plastic barricades that are mountable by most automobiles and 

navigable for pedestrians and bicyclists. 

The City has preliminarily identified the following objectives for the temporary closure:    

1) Eliminate the use of Morrison Canyon Road and Vargas Road as a commuter traffic route. 
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