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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Martina Yabut 
Monday, June 8, 2020 2:35 PM
citycouncil; Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; Raj Salwan; Teresa 
Keng; Jenny Kassan; Yang Shao

Fremont City Council, 

My name is Martina, and I am a resident of Fremont, California. In light of current events, I urge you to consider 
significantly decreasing the funding allocated towards the police department of our city. There is a disproportionate 
amount of money intended to fund the police in most cities’ budgets, funding which can be redirected towards other areas 
in the city, such as the reinvestment of communities of color. According to a 2017 report from The Center for Popular 
Democracy, “police spending vastly outpaces expenditures in vital community resources and services, with the highest 
percentage being 41.2 percent of general fund expenditures in Oakland.” As this percentage continues to rise, it has 
become apparent that money that should be spent on important social services is instead being used to fund city police 
departments. 

By now, it is widely known that the city of Los Angeles is considering cutting the LAPD budget by up to $150 million. 
Money which will, in turn, be reinvested in communities of color. This is a significant reformatory response that can help 
prevent unnecessary police violence and allow for the prioritization of spending on community health, education, and 
affordable housing, therefore increasing the safety of the community. 

By redirecting the money from the police force, more money will be available for the improvement of essential social 
services. As stated by Justin Brooks, a second year student at UC Berkeley’s School of Law, money cut from the police 
department’s budget can be used to “provide our communities with opportunities to flourish,” fund economic 
programming, community development, and educational programs, and, finally, finance “social services that help victims 
of poverty and violence.” By undertaking these measures, you will be able to improve community health and education, as 
well as provide more affordable housing. The environment of our community may improve significantly, not just for 
African Americans, but for people of all skin colors. 

I implore you to consider cutting the budget on the police force, as the effect will be overall beneficial towards our entire 
community. 

Regards, 
Martina Yabut 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From: Parth Chokshi <parth.h.chokshi@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2020 12:29 PM
To: citycouncil
Subject: Fremont Budget

Dear Council, 
 
My name is Parth Chokshi and I have been born and raised in Fremont, CA. I would like to strongly urge you to redirect 
funds from the police to other initiatives that need the funding. Education, human services, etc. need more funding that 
currently provided. The police should be defunded and these funds should be reallocated to the community.  
 
Regards, 
Parth 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Ria Reddy 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 12:27 PM
CClerk; Teresa Keng; Vinnie Bacon; Lily Mei; Jenny Kassan; Yang Shao; Rick Jones - 
Councilmember; Raj Salwan
DEFUND FPD

Hello, 

My name is Ria Reddy and I’m a Fremont resident and I’m emailing to urge you to vote NO on the current 
budget proposal, defund the Fremont police department, reduce the scope of police duties, and use our 
taxpayer money for programs that actually improve the lives of Fremont residents. The budget proposal 
includes adding 3 full time policing staff, allocating about 44% of the general fund to the police, giving police an 
additional $4.8 million out of the general fund, while city revenue drops by 4%. We urge you instead to defund 
the police & invest in the community. This means that the scope of policing would be reduced, and while there 
would still be officers, the police would no longer be tasked with things they were never meant to do such as be 
mental health counselors or deal with drug addiction. Instead systems which solve the roots of these issues 
would be funded. To adequately give time for redistributing the budget, we ask that you delay a vote on the 
budget. We urge this because: 

Policing is racist: Even if individual officers don’t have racist intentions, the outcomes of the system they work 
under are racist across the board. To cite one example, after looking through 20 million traffic stops 
researchers found that blacks are almost twice as likely to be pulled over as whites — even though whites 
drive more on average. Just by getting in a car, a black driver has about twice the odds of being pulled over, 
and about four times the odds of being searched. Additionally, Hispanic drivers are much more likely than 
Whites to be searched. 

Policing does not correlate with safety: Studies show that more police do not make our communities safer. 
In fact there is no strong correlation between the number of cops and community safety, especially for black 
brown and indigenous people. Additionally, police have a tendency to brutalize people from reporters arrested 
on air, a man shoved to the ground and bleeding from his skull in Buffalo, to pepper balls shot into a crowd 
here in Fremont. This is not one bad apple, rather it is a systemic problem. When a system is broken, we must 
change it, even if some of the participants in that system are well intentioned.  

Police get 44% of the general fund: I ask you, why are the police entitled to that much? 
Nothing else gets nearly that much. Human services gets 2%. Infact, the police syphoning off 
all that money makes our community worse because there is less or no funding for other 
beneficial services. Instead of giving 44% of our general fund to the police department we could 
build up our community, and do amazing things like build permanently affordable housing, give 
grants to worker co-ops starting here in Fremont. 

Do not retreat behind reformism. The Fremont police have shown themselves to not be 
trustworthy. Before SB 1421, making previously confidential police records public, was signed 
into law, the Fremont police destroyed decades of files. We cannot reasonably trust our police 
department, and this action shows that they will go to obscene lengths to skirt the rules, even 
when laws that attempt to rein in the police department are passed. Things like body cameras, 
bans on certain practices and additional training distribute more of our tax dollars to the police, 
while being ineffective. Body cams are often off, and even when on they do not significantly 
change outcomes. Bias training has been shown to be ineffective across the board, and people 
like Eric Garner have died from choke holds despite bans on the practice. As such, the only 
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holistic solution to keep our communities safe is the defunding of the police. We need radically 
different solutions to community safety, like those we’re seeing take form in Minneapolis. 

Sincerely, 
Ria Reddy 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Seema Saini 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 12:18 PM
citycouncil
Public Comment for the Upcoming City Council Meeting 6/09/20

Dear Fremont City Council Members, 

My name is Seema Saini and I have been a resident of Fremont for the past 15 years. Specifically, my family and I have 
lived in the Mission area and I have attended MSJE, Hopkins Jr. High, and Mission High!  

I am emailing in regards to Fremont's budget (Agenda Item 5A). I have recently become aware that the Fremont Police 
Department was 12.9 times as likely to use deadly force on a Black person than a White person. So, today I demand a 
decrease in funding for the police department. I implore you to relocate this funding to investing in community 
services, particularly those that support and uplift your Black constituents. Examples of these services include, but are 
not limited to, social services and affordable housing. If the existing contracts regarding police funding cannot be 
discontinued at this time, please give a written commitment to ending all such contracts once they expire.  

I have grown up in Fremont, and while the number of new homes and apartments are rising, these homes are not 
affordable for most minorities in the Bay Area. This is why funding must be reallocated to make housing in Fremont 
much more affordable.  

It is unacceptable that only $4 million goes to social services and only $1.5 million goes to affordable housing, while $95 
million goes towards the police. Defunding the police and reinvesting in our minority communities is completely 
necessary if we want to fix the problem of inequality in our country. This must begin at the local level by amending 
Fremont's budget. If action isn't taken at this time, your constituents will be sure to vote accordingly in the future!  

If you cannot commit to decreasing the police budget today, we urge you to delay the vote on the budget by at least 
three weeks so the council can spend more time listening to Fremont constituents and our demands.  

Thank you for taking the time to read this email! 

Best Regards, 
Seema Saini  
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Priya Talreja 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 11:27 AM
Lily Mei; Raj Salwan; Teresa Keng; Jenny Kassan; Yang Shao; Vinnie Bacon; cof; CClerk; 
Finance
We Need a Budget That Represents US

Hello, 

My name is Priya . I am a resident of Fremont, CA and I am emailing to demand the restructuring of our city budget, so 
as to prioritize more social services for our community, and to drastically minimize spending on Police. It is 
unconscionable that 1/2 of the city’s budget is going to the police department.  

This does not align with the values that I have as your constituent and I demand that you and other city officials work 
together to draft and approve a budget that diverts funds from the police department and reallocates them directly to 
benefit those in need.  

Defunding the police and restructuring the budget is an absolute necessity now more than ever. Police perpetuate a 
pattern of excessive violence and force, especially directed towards Black People and their communities. The police 
refuse to hold their own accountable and this is unacceptable.  

We are in the middle of a global pandemic that has killed 100,000 Americans and more than 40 million people have filed 
for unemployment. Healthcare workers are without proper equipment and essential workers are not being fairly 
compensated or protected for the great work they do. We don’t need more police, we need more social safety nets. 
Funds intended for police would be better off being sorted to initiatives that  

Enrich our public schools and students 
Provide more affordable housing and mental health care initiatives Protect and bolster our parks Support small 
businesses struggling due to COVID-19 Provide cheaper and cleaner modes of public transportation  

Our nation is grieving the deaths of Black Americans that were murdered at the hands of police officers who have yet to 
be held accountable. While the police department has more funding than it knows what to do with, we have 
communities who desperately need funding and every day they don't receive it their quality of life worsens. Thousands 
have died who did not need to. You have the ability to change this, so do it.  

Sincerely, 
Priya 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Justin Sha 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 10:44 AM 
citycouncil
Delay 5A

Dear Fremont City Council: 

I ask that you delay the vote on Item 5.A of tonight's Agenda, so that you can spend more time listening to our Fremont 
constituents.  

Best regards, 
Justin Sha 
Fremont Resident 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

A A 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 9:46 AM
citycouncil
Public Comment for the Upcoming City Council Meetings 06/09/20

To the Fremont City Council: My name is Aditi Amlani and I grew up in Fremont. My parents still live in Fremont and my 
grandma is a resident of a nursing facility on Fremont. I am writing to demand that the City Council adopts a People’s 
Budget that prioritizes community wellbeing and redirects funding away from the police. This past week, our nation has 
been gripped by protests calling for a rapid and meaningful reconsideration of the role of policing in communities as well 
as an end to racism and anti-Blackness in America. The Bay Area has been at the forefront of much of this action. 
Accordingly, it has come to my attention that the budget for 2021 is being decided as these protests continue. Fremont 
PD has been a waste of our resources. Last year, the Fremont PD budget was $93,307,000, almost all of which comes 
from the Fremont general fund. This means Fremont PD cost us taxpayers almost 3 times as much as was spent on 
public street, facilities, and park maintenance, and human services combined. Fremont’s projected 2020-21 budget 
appears to be heading in an extraordinarily similar direction. While we’ve been spending astonishing amounts of money 
on policing, we have not seen improvements to safety, homelessness, mental health, or affordability in our city. Instead, 
I see the wasteful and harmful actions of our police. I join the calls of those across the country to defund the police. I 
demand a budget that adequately and effectively meets the needs of at-risk Fremont residents during this trying and 
uncertain time, when livelihoods are on the line. I call on you to slash the Fremont PD budget and instead meaningfully 
reallocate funds towards social programs and resources that support housing, jobs, education, health care, child care, 
and other critical community needs. We demand a budget that supports community wellbeing, rather than empowers 
the police forces that tear them apart. As the City Council, the budget proposal is in your hands. It is your duty to 
represent your constituents. I am urging you to completely revise the budget for the 2020-2021 fiscal year. We cannot 
be spending almost half the budget on police! If you cannot commit to this now, I urge you to push the vote for 3 weeks 
in order to consider further thoughts by constituents on this matter.  We can be a beacon for other cities to follow if 
only we have the courage to change.  

Sincerely, 
Aditi Amlani 
510-676-6277 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Raj Anand 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 8:51 AM
citycouncil
Public Comment for the Upcoming City Council Meetings 06/09/20 

To the Fremont City Council: 

My name is Raj Anand, and I am a resident of Fremont. I am writing to demand that the City Council adopts a People’s 
Budget that prioritizes community wellbeing and redirects funding away from the police. 

This past week, our nation has been gripped by protests calling for a rapid and meaningful reconsideration of the role of 
policing in communities as well as an end to racism and anti-Blackness in America. The Bay Area has been at the 
forefront of much of this action. Accordingly, it has come to my attention that the budget for 2021 is being decided as 
these protests continue. 

Fremont PD has been a waste of our resources. Last year, the Fremont PD budget was $93,307,000, almost all of which 
comes from the Fremont general fund. This means Fremont PD cost us taxpayers almost 3 times as much as was spent 
on public street, facilities, and park maintenance, and human services combined. Fremont’s projected 2020-21 budget 
appears to be heading in an extraordinarily similar direction. 

While we’ve been spending astonishing amounts of money on policing, we have not seen improvements to safety, 
homelessness, mental health, or affordability in our city. Instead, I see the wasteful and harmful actions of our police. 

I join the calls of those across the country to defund the police. I demand a budget that adequately and effectively meets 
the needs of at-risk Fremont residents during this trying and uncertain time, when livelihoods are on the line. I call on 
you to slash the Fremont PD budget and instead meaningfully reallocate funds towards social programs and resources 
that support housing, jobs, education, health care, child care, and other critical community needs. We demand a budget 
that supports community wellbeing, rather than empowers the police forces that tear them apart. 

As the City Council, the budget proposal is in your hands. It is your duty to represent your constituents. I am urging you 
to completely revise the budget for the 2020-2021 fiscal year. 

We can be a beacon for other cities to follow if only we have the courage to change. 

Sincerely, 

Raj Anand 

33634 Whimbrel Road 
Fremont, CA 94555 

510-648-4079 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sanjana Ramana 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 7:52 AM
citycouncil
Public Comment for the Upcoming City Council Meetings 06/09/20

To the Fremont City Council: 

My name is Sanjana Ramana, and I am a resident of Fremont. I am writing to demand that the City Council adopts a People’s Budget 
that prioritizes community wellbeing and redirects funding away from the police. 

This past week, our nation has been gripped by protests calling for a rapid and meaningful reconsideration of the role of policing in 
communities as well as an end to racism and anti-Blackness in America. The Bay Area has been at the forefront of much of this action. 
Accordingly, it has come to my attention that the budget for 2021 is being decided as these protests continue. 

Fremont PD has been a waste of our resources. Last year, the Fremont PD budget was $93,307,000, almost all of which comes from 
the Fremont general fund. This means Fremont PD cost us taxpayers almost 3 times as much as was spent on public street, facilities, 
and park maintenance, and human services combined. Fremont’s projected 2020-21 budget appears to be heading in an extraordinarily 
similar direction. 

While we’ve been spending astonishing amounts of money on policing, we have not seen improvements to safety, homelessness, 
mental health, or affordability in our city. Instead, I see the wasteful and harmful actions of our police. 

I join the calls of those across the country to defund the police. I demand a budget that adequately and effectively meets the needs of 
at-risk Fremont residents during this trying and uncertain time, when livelihoods are on the line. I call on you to slash the Fremont PD 
budget and instead meaningfully reallocate funds towards social programs and resources that support housing, jobs, education, health 
care, child care, and other critical community needs. We demand a budget that supports community wellbeing, rather than empowers 
the police forces that tear them apart. 

As the City Council, the budget proposal is in your hands. It is your duty to represent your constituents. I am urging you to completely 
revise the budget for the 2020-2021 fiscal year. 

We can be a beacon for other cities to follow if only we have the courage to change. 

Sincerely, 

Sanjana Ramana 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

john doe 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 6:29 AM
citycouncil
Public Comment for the Upcoming City Council Meeting

Hello, 

I am not one to write for political reasons. But what I have been seeing on social media has encouraged me to at least 
try to email the council in hopes that Fremont stays on the correct trajectory and maintains its safety. 

These recent emails you all may or may not have received demanding to decrease police budgeting, decriminalize 
homelssness, and removing police from our schools are all created by one small group of recent college graduates that 
do not understand what they are truly asking for. 

I beg of you not to listen to this group. The social uprising caused by Black Lives Matter and all of the positives that come 
with it should not ruin all the good the Fremont City Council has been doing. 

Because of this social uprising, people like me, who see the negative effects of what this group of recent college 
graduates is advocating, are afraid to speak up due to the potential negative backlash that comes with speaking against 
any group that uses Black Lives Matter as their backbone. 

I'd like to make note that the members of this group live in the most privileged part of Fremont. They do not understand 
what happens in the other parts and how necessary the things they are advocating against are. 

Please do not give in to them. Please maintain Fremont's safety. 

Best. 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Eric Ma 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 12:58 AM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; Jenny Kassan; Raj Salwan; Teresa 
Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk; citycouncil
Constituent's demands for the June 9th Fremont City Council meeting

Hello all, 

My name is Eric Ma, and I am a student at Mission San Jose High School here in Fremont. I am 
emailing in regards to specific actions that I believe the Fremont CC should take in order to improve 
the city for all and decrease the extent of the budget that Fremont PD has.  

Specifically, I urge you to delay the vote regarding the city budget. As protests and social movements 
across the country and here in our own city change the way we view the necessity and extent of 
control that the police department requires, our understanding of the financial requirements of our 
own FPD will increase. By setting the budget in the immediate future, we are likely restricting our city 
to the budget of the status quo before we have completed our struggle as a nation to understand the 
proper relationship between the police department and the city's constituents.  

With the time that a delay gives us, I also urge you to consider where our money might be better 
utilized. By increasing the percentages of the other portions of the city budget, we can make a greater 
investment into the community. We could make improvements to public infrastructure, take steps 
toward providing affordable housing, or improve the community in other ways that are more direct 
than giving the money to the police department. 

Finally, I think it is important to discuss the idea of police transparency in this and future city council 
meetings and take appropriate action regarding it. 

Thank you, 
Eric 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Derek Fan 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 12:43 AM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; Jenny Kassan; Raj Salwan; Teresa 
Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk; citycouncil
Demands for Fremont city council meeting

To the Fremont City Council and Mayor Mei: 

My name is Derek Fan. As someone who was born and raised in Fremont, I care much for this city and demand a delay of 
the vote regarding the city budget, a decrease in the police budget, a reallocation of funds towards investing in our 
communities, and an increase in the  transparency around police misconduct 

Police brutality is a nationwide issue, and the FPD is not exempt from it. Statistics from 2016 to 2018 show that Black 
and Latin individuals were 12.9x and 3.3x, respectively, more likely to be subject to deadly force relative to White people 
in Fremont. Over half of the people harmed by the FPD were unarmed. What makes this data even more outrageous is 
the fact that the FPD shows more racial bias in arrests and use of deadly force than 93% of police departments, as shown 
on the following website: https://policescorecard.org/?city=fremont 

Even more scandalous is the fact that in 2018, decades worth of police misconduct records were destroyed and the 
amount of time for investigative files of officer-involved shootings was reduced from 25 years to 10. Coincidentally, 
these actions occurred right before the California police transparency law took effect. Source: 
https://www.kqed.org/news/11733744/fremont-destroyed-decades-of-police-misconduct-records-shortly-before-
transparency-law-took-effect 

The safety of Fremont's residents should always be prioritized, yet the proposed 48% of the city budget towards the FPD 
says otherwise. If you truly care about us, delay the vote for the city budget, decrease police funding, redirect funds 
towards other parts of the community, and make police misconduct more transparent. 

Actions speak louder than words. If you do not support police brutality and racism, show it—make a change for the 
better. Change does not readily present itself; it starts with you. 

Thank you for your time, 
Derek Fan 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
Subject:

Camille Yabut 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 12:32 AM 
Fremont Police Budget

To whom this may concern: 

My name is Camille Yabut, and I have been a resident of Fremont, CA for 6 years. I am emailing to ask that you consider 
reducing the funds allocated to the police budget, and redirect them towards alternative programs that will help to 
make the city of Fremont safer for all its residents. Examples of such programs would be: 

- developing non-police, issue specific crisis response teams, to act as initial responders for non life threatening 
situations involving things like mental health, substance use, children and family, etc., and staffed with professionals 
trained to counsel and de-escalate in a non-violent manner 

- investing in services for education, health care, mental health, small business development, and other vital social 
services to build a safer, healthier community with less crime and less need for police response 

An organization called Grassroots Law Project outlines a number of ways to reduce incidences of unnecessary police 
violence and make our communities safer. You can look into their ideas further at 
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.grassrootslaw.org%2Fplan&amp;data=02%
7C01%7Ccitycouncil%40fremont.gov%7C46186bc71db64a0bb59808d80c473102%7C5892fd66e8274bcb85a07cba76147
2b8%7C0%7C0%7C637272847197209081&amp;sdata=jilTeRrd6n%2FmAOtCEZiDLOs583wdhae0ZM8THqskffU%3D&amp
;reserved=0. 

Thank you for your consideration, 
Camille 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shreya Srinivasan 
Monday, June 8, 2020 10:55 PM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting - Comments on Proposed Fremont 
Budget

Hello, 

My name is Shreya Srinivasan, I am a resident of Fremont, California. As a voter in this community who was 
born, raised, and attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing 
to express my concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with 
funding. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and community 
services.  

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health and housing, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, and community-led health and safety
programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  
Shreya Srinivasan 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Michelle Huang 
Monday, June 8, 2020 10:14 PM
Lily Mei; Raj Salwan; Teresa Keng; Jenny Kassan; Yang Shao; Vinnie Bacon; cof; CClerk; 
Finance
We Need a Budget That Represents US

Hello, 

My name is Michelle . I am a resident of Fremont, CA and I am emailing to demand the restructuring of our city budget, 
so as to prioritize more social services for our community, and to drastically minimize spending on Police. It is 
unconscionable that 1/3 to 1/2 of the city’s budget is going to the police department.  

This does not align with the values that I have as your constituent and I demand that you and other city officials work 
together to draft and approve a budget that diverts funds from the police department and reallocates them directly to 
benefit those in need.  

Defunding the police and restructuring the budget is an absolute necessity now more than ever. Police perpetuate a 
pattern of excessive violence and force, especially directed towards Black People and their communities. The police 
refuse to hold their own accountable and this is unacceptable.  

We are in the middle of a global pandemic that has killed 100,000 Americans and more than 40 million people have filed 
for unemployment. Healthcare workers are without proper equipment and essential workers are not being fairly 
compensated or protected for the great work they do. We don’t need more police, we need more social safety nets. 
Funds intended for police would be better off being sorted to initiatives that  

Enrich our public schools and students 
Provide more affordable housing and mental health care initiatives Protect and bolster our parks Support small 
businesses struggling due to COVID-19 Provide cheaper and cleaner modes of public transportation  

Our nation is grieving the deaths of Black Americans that were murdered at the hands of police officers who have yet to 
be held accountable. While the police department has more funding than it knows what to do with, we have 
communities who desperately need funding and every day they don't receive it their quality of life worsens. Thousands 
have died who did not need to. You have the ability to change this, so do it.  

Sincerely, 
Michelle 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Rahul Sheth 
Monday, June 8, 2020 9:46 PM
Lily Mei; Raj Salwan; Teresa Keng; Jenny Kassan; Yang Shao; Vinnie Bacon; cof; CClerk; 
Finance
We Need a Budget That Represents US

Hello, 

My name is Rahul Sheth. I am a resident of Fremont, CA and I am emailing to demand the restructuring of our city budget, so as to 
prioritize more social services for our community, and to drastically minimize spending on Police. It is unconscionable that 1/3 to 1/2 of 
the city’s budget is going to the police department.  

This does not align with the values that I have as your constituent and I demand that you and other city officials work together to draft 
and approve a budget that diverts funds from the police department and reallocates them directly to benefit those in need.  

Defunding the police and restructuring the budget is an absolute necessity now more than ever. Police perpetuate a pattern of 
excessive violence and force, especially directed towards Black People and their communities. The police refuse to hold their own 
accountable and this is unacceptable.  

We are in the middle of a global pandemic that has killed 100,000 Americans and more than 40 million people have filed for 
unemployment. Healthcare workers are without proper equipment and essential workers are not being fairly compensated or protected 
for the great work they do. We don’t need more police, we need more social safety nets. Funds intended for police would be better off 
being sorted to initiatives that  

Enrich our public schools and students 
Provide more affordable housing and mental health care initiatives 
Protect and bolster our parks 
Support small businesses struggling due to COVID-19 
Provide cheaper and cleaner modes of public transportation  

Our nation is grieving the deaths of Black Americans that were murdered at the hands of police officers who have yet to be held 
accountable. While the police department has more funding than it knows what to do with, we have communities who desperately need 
funding and every day they don't receive it their quality of life worsens. Thousands have died who did not need to. You have the ability 
to change this, so do it.  

Sincerely, 
Rahul Sheth
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Rachel Hs 
Monday, June 8, 2020 8:52 PM
Lily Mei
Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; Jenny Kassan; Raj Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang 
Shao; CClerk; citycouncil
Demands for Fremont City Council BEFORE Tuesday's City Budget Vote

To Mayor Mei and the Fremont City Council: 

My name is Rachel Hsiao, and I am a resident of Fremont. I write to demand the following: 

1. Delay the vote regarding the city budget
2. Decrease the police budget
3. Reallocate funds towards investing in our communities
4. Increase transparency around police misconduct

FPD has not been innocent regarding police brutality. A Black person was 12.9x more likely and a 
Latinx person 3.3x more likely to have deadly force used on them than a white person in Fremont 
from 2016-2018. 55% of people seriously killed or injured by FPD were unarmed. FPD shows more 
racial bias in arrests and use of deadly force than 93% of police departments. (See the data 
here: https://policescorecard.org/?city=fremont) In late 2018, Fremont destroyed decades of police 
misconduct record and reduced the amount of time investigative files of officer-involved shootings 
from 25 years to 10 right before the California police transparency law took effect. (News article 
here: https://www.kqed.org/news/11733744/fremont-destroyed-decades-of-police-misconduct-
records-shortly-before-transparency-law-took-effect) 

This is unacceptable. Fremont should be committed to the well-being and safety of its community. 
The budget proposal is in your hands. Change starts with you. 

Sincerely, 

Rachel Hsiao 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Aydin Kwan 
Monday, June 8, 2020 6:55 PM
citycouncil
Public comment for 6/9/2020 Regular Meeting Agenda Item 5A

Dear Fremont City Council, 

As a resident of Fremont for over 20 years, I was disappointed to learn that at a time when revenue is down, City Council 
plans to adopt a budget that will increase spending on police. We as a nation have seen over the past two weeks that a 
more robust police department does not necessarily mean a safer community. Though I know my letter comes late in 
the budget process, I urge City Council to reallocate funding from the police to invest instead in education, employment 
programs, health services, housing, recreational services for youth, and other services that support a healthy community 
and target the causes of crime. 

Thank you, 
Aydin Kwan 



18

Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Pat Wong 
Monday, June 8, 2020 6:48 PM
CClerk; Teresa Keng; Vinnie Bacon; Lily Mei; Jenny Kassan; Yang Shao; Rick Jones - 
Councilmember; Raj Salwan
Regarding the Fremont budget

Hello Fremont City Council, 

My name is Pat Wong and I have lived in the Fremont region for nearly my entire life, except for a 4-year stint at UC 
Irvine. I shop at the Hub (especially CVS & Safeway), have had commutes including Fremont BART, and have gone to 
many of the restaurants within it with friends. 

Due to recent events, I was inspired to read previous Fremont municipal budgets, as well as the proposals for this year's 
budget. I discovered that the city revenue has fallen by 4%, yet the FPD budget is increasing to consume 44% of the total 
budget. This is simply not in line with municipal strategies that are backed-up by research and proven to reduce crime 
better than any amount of policing. 

Let us also get into some tech-speak and do an architectural review of the entire process of having people with weapons 
and armor randomly wandering around. The simple condition of having weapons and armor is already demonstrated to 
create an adversarial relationship with the common people, as opposed to serving and protecting. 

The process of randomly looking to give tickets to drivers causes a further adversarial relationship that hinders, rather 
than helps, people making necessary repairs to their vehicles. The money spent on traffic police salaries could instead be 
spent on simply helping drivers order their required repairs more quickly. 

Meanwhile, school maintenance still falls behind, teachers continue to be underfunded or even paid in IOUs, and school 
supplies come increasingly from teachers' own expenses. Any improvements in the famed Fremont school districts only 
correlate with the wealth of parents, and not with any increase in policing. Simply ensuring that more parents of 
schoolchildren have access to various opportunities, and that the children themselves have more time to study rather 
than work to pay their parents' bills, therefore does much more to bolster school ratings. 

The idea that increasing police budgets results in more safety is a fallacy based on punitive emotionalism rather than any 
kind of rational process analysis. To the contrary, increases in policing result in less safety, as more and more force is 
established which is adversarial to the common people. Organizations which are run on punitive emotionalism are dying 
organizations, and they do not survive the rigors of Silicon Valley. 

Thank you for your time, 
Pat Wong 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pragathi Shankar
Monday, June 8, 2020 5:59 PM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting - Comments on Proposed Fremont 
Budget

Hello City Council, 

My name is Pragathi Shankar, I am a resident of Fremont, CA. As a voter in this community who was raised 
here and attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing to 
express my concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with 
funding. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and community 
services.  

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health and housing, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, and community-led health and safety
programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  

Pragathi Shankar 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mohan Hegde
Monday, June 8, 2020 5:23 PM
citycouncil
Comment on Scheduled Item 5 (A).

Dear Mayor and City Council Members 

I read the San Jose Mercury News article on Fremont City Budget and its plans to hire Parking Control Officers.  
As the Merc points out, the City is looking at 22 % drop in revenues. My hunch is it is going to be even higher. With 
Consumer Spending down, Sales Tax revenue is going to be even lower.  

The City's claims of this action being Revenue Neutral just does not add up. Even if given numbers of 100 Parking 
Violations per week result in a fine of $63, the revenue will be around 325000 less than what it is going to cost.  
City is also talking about the Warm Springs Innovation District and its Central Downtown area. May I suggest if you want 
to  make these areas popular for visitors, you have to make it easy to Park. Parking Control would just send people 
elsewhere. 

I also want to know from where these 100 requests for Parking Violations are coming from ? City of Fremont does not 
have any Parking Meters. In lieu of this, my hunch is most of these calls are coming from few overzealous people living in 
the Stanford Avenue Neighborhood near Mission Peak.  

I am expecting revenue from the harsh implementation of Parking control near Mission Peak will go down as the City is 
directing people to go to Ohlone College for hiking Mission Peak with signs on Mission Blvd.  

In the last meeting I heard Council Member Vinnie Bacon say he loves City Employees. I wish I had that luxury. But I am 
pointing out that with revenues going down, you are setting stage for a bigger cut for next year which no one wants.  

Lastly I want the City Council to understand that Citizens in Fremont depend on cars for most of their activities.  The City 
is spread out and mostly suburban. There just isn't enough Public Transit in the City. Any arguments for Citizens to use 
Public Transit or Bicycles isn't just Practical. 

Thank You 
Mohan Hegde 
41143 Denise St 
Fremont CA 



21

Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Elen Stoops >
Monday, June 8, 2020 3:56 PM
citycouncil
Item 5.A. from June 2 meeting, second reading on June 9

To:   Town City Council, Mayor and Chief of Police As a 30+ year long resident I am very concerned by the 
potential of creating/funding 3 new positions for Parking Enforcement. This does not represent best use of our 
tax dollars, nor does show appropriate emphasis you should always place upon resident quality of life and 
safety. The suggestion that we should create Parking Enforcement positions within the Police Department 
begs the question on whether or not the City has first explored: 1.  A study of whether current and future 
parking capacity is appropriate and adequate for the needs of our residents.  Fremont's pursuit and approval of 
development has put strain on our infrastructure. It does not appear that infrastructure investment and updates 
are in alignment with the development that has taken place. 2.  Council member duty to make use of less 
costly options (some examples below) that do not burden us with long term financial obligation of pensions.  

 - City approval of commerce requests to create parking structures or other ways to increase parking 
availability for their patrons. 
- Allowance and/or a Requirement for BART and Centerville Train station to build and provide adequate 
parking for their current and target/future ridership needs. 
- Use of existing FPD resources to handle parking violations prioritized for those that represent a safety 
problem.    Use of community education, signage and Tow Trucks instead of FPD resources for non-
safety violations. 

 Please apply expenditures intelligently to first correct insufficiencies caused by development that has 
outpaced infrastructure.   
If not ensuring other avenues are first correctly explored, then agreeing to hire Enforcement Officers for 
Parking casts a negative light on how our city officials and police department approach the imperative of quality 
of life. Issuing tickets to those who can't find parking is probably not the best place to start...         Please 
withhold moving forward on any hiring approvals for these positions until a study on this matter is shared with 
the public and open for resident input. Thank you for your consideration. Respectfully, Elen Stoops   
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

anisa
Monday, June 8, 2020 3:32 PM
Lily Mei
Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj Salwan; Teresa 
Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Concerned Fremont Resident about the City Budget

Good afternoon! 

This is Anisa Nga-Ting Fong, a resident in Fremont, CA. I grew up in this city, I was born in the Bay Area and spent my 
Pre-K--college years in this city. I've attended Patterson Elementary School, Thornton Middle School, American High 
School, and Ohlone College. I've planted trees in Fremont and I have visited the Tri-County Animal Shelter on many 
occasions to be a companion to the animals. Frankly I have always been happy to know my neighbors, postal workers 
and the community around me, but I am losing faith in my city.  

I have seen the transparency records. I have looked on the available police databases and have seen the F rating that 
Fremont has. I am appalled that this is my city anymore. I used to be proud. But because of the education system that 
has limited me in my pursuits: I've worked hard to manage a convention between Washington High School and 
American High School and had faced lots of resistance from my city, I've had my Asian cultural club purposely excluded 
on two occasions by my school on routines that we've practiced for weeks for our cultural festival, but I do see the good 
in my school. I've had teachers who had genuinely cared about me take time out of their own day and personal lives to 
teach me about the real world: a history teacher has taught me the intricacies of politics and laws when I had so many 
questions after my periods, a french teacher that had kept accumulated dozens emails of correspondence years after 
I've graduated, and a culinary teacher that inspired me in my profession and success (that had gone as far as writing me 
a letter of recommendation and reaching out to her own contacts to find me by first job).  

I know my city. I love the people here but the infrastructure and priorities need change. WE need to change. As one of 
the most diverse cities in California, it's a wake up call to learn that we are known as one of the worst in California in our 
police department. I implore you to please listen to us. Please heed our demands and show that I am not wrong for 
loving my city. 

Our first demand is to delay the vote concerning the City Budget. We have to reconsider it, and at the very least have a 
civil concourse to discuss it. It can not happen before the town hall because then there is no point to having that one-
way discussion. 

Our second demand is to invest into our community. A strong community means we need to invest and take care of 
each other. We need more funds to be going towards education, healthcare, and affordable housing. There is no reason 
to be investing 48% of our city's budget to a police department that cannot handle the money it's using in the first place. 

Our third demand is to decrease the police budget. This ties into our second demand and the synergy implies that a 
healthier, well-educated populace unburdened by the stress of rent increases on top of the lack of rent and mortgage 
freezes in our community. 

Our fourth and final demand is to increase transparency around police misconduct. I'm sure you are aware of the KQED 
article about the police records that were destroyed before the transparency law went into effect. Do not believe for a 
moment that we will ignore this.  

Have a good rest of your day to those who have read to the end. 
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Anisa Nga-Ting Fong 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Will Grey 
Monday, June 8, 2020 2:24 PM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting - Comments on Proposed Fremont 
Budget

Hello City Council, 

My name is Will Kouch, I am a current resident of Fremont, CA. As a voter in this community who was born, 
raised, and attended Irvington High School, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I'm writing to 
express my concerns about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with 
funding. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and community 
services.  

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black lives. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health and housing, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, and community-led health and safety
programs. 
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Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  
Will Kouch 



26

Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Diana Barbacioru 
Monday, June 8, 2020 1:12 PM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting - Comments on Proposed Fremont 
Budget

Hello, 

My name is Diana Barbacioru, I am a resident of Fremont, California. As a voter in this community who was 
born, raised, and attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing 
to express my concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with 
funding. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and community 
services.  

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health and housing, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, and community-led health and safety
programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  
Diana Barbacioru 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Raymond Le 
Monday, June 8, 2020 12:19 PM
Lily Mei; Raj Salwan; Teresa Keng; Jenny Kassan; Yang Shao; Vinnie Bacon; cof; CClerk; 
Finance
We Need a Budget That Represents US

Hello, 

My name is Raymond Le. I am a resident of Fremont and I am emailing to demand the restructuring of our city budget, 
so as to prioritize more social services for our community, and to drastically minimize spending on Police. It is 
unconscionable that 1/3 to 1/2 of the city’s budget is going to the police department.  

This does not align with the values that I have as your constituent and I demand that you and other city officials work 
together to draft and approve a budget that diverts funds from the police department and reallocates them directly to 
benefit those in need.  

Defunding the police and restructuring the budget is an absolute necessity now more than ever. Police perpetuate a 
pattern of excessive violence and force, especially directed towards Black People and their communities. The police 
refuse to hold their own accountable and this is unacceptable.  

We are in the middle of a global pandemic that has killed 100,000 Americans and more than 40 million people have filed 
for unemployment. Healthcare workers are without proper equipment and essential workers are not being fairly 
compensated or protected for the great work they do. We don’t need more police, we need more social safety nets. 
Funds intended for police would be better off being sorted to initiatives that  

Enrich our public schools and students 
Provide more affordable housing and mental health care initiatives Protect and bolster our parks Support small 
businesses struggling due to COVID-19 Provide cheaper and cleaner modes of public transportation  

Our nation is grieving the deaths of Black Americans that were murdered at the hands of police officers who have yet to 
be held accountable. While the police department has more funding than it knows what to do with, we have 
communities who desperately need funding and every day they don't receive it their quality of life worsens. Thousands 
have died who did not need to. You have the ability to change this, so do it.  

Sincerely, 
Raymond Le 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

zoya
Monday, June 8, 2020 11:25 AM
Lily Mei; Raj Salwan; Teresa Keng; Jenny Kassan; Yang Shao; Vinnie Bacon; cof; CClerk; 
Finance
We Need a Budget That Represents US

Hello, 

My name is Zoya Hajee. I am a resident of Fremont and I am emailing to demand the restructuring of our city budget, so 
as to prioritize more social services for our community, and to drastically minimize spending on Police. It is 
unconscionable that 1/3 to 1/2 of the city’s budget is going to the police department.  

This does not align with the values that I have as your constituent and I demand that you and other city officials work 
together to draft and approve a budget that diverts funds from the police department and reallocates them directly to 
benefit those in need.  

Defunding the police and restructuring the budget is an absolute necessity now more than ever. Police perpetuate a 
pattern of excessive violence and force, especially directed towards Black People and their communities. The police 
refuse to hold their own accountable and this is unacceptable.  

We are in the middle of a global pandemic that has killed 100,000 Americans and more than 40 million people have filed 
for unemployment. Healthcare workers are without proper equipment and essential workers are not being fairly 
compensated or protected for the great work they do. We don’t need more police, we need more social safety nets. 
Funds intended for police would be better off being sorted to initiatives that  

Enrich our public schools and students 
Provide more affordable housing and mental health care initiatives Protect and bolster our parks Support small 
businesses struggling due to COVID-19 Provide cheaper and cleaner modes of public transportation  

Our nation is grieving the deaths of Black Americans that were murdered at the hands of police officers who have yet to 
be held accountable. While the police department has more funding than it knows what to do with, we have 
communities who desperately need funding and every day they don't receive it their quality of life worsens. Thousands 
have died who did not need to. You have the ability to change this, so do it.  

Sincerely, 
Zoya Hajee 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lizzy U. 
Monday, June 8, 2020 11:11 AM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting - Comments on Proposed Fremont 
Budget

Hello Fremont City Council, 

My name is Lizzy Ureno, I am a resident of Fremont, California. As a voter in this community who was born, 
raised, and attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing to 
express my concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with 
funding. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and community 
services.  

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health and housing, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, and community-led health and safety
programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  
Lizzy Ureno  
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Malcolm Hoar 
Monday, June 8, 2020 10:58 AM 
citycouncil
More Police Funding Please

Dear Council Members, 

Many wish to reduce police funding in Fremont because one officer behaved abysmally in 
Minneapolis. I strongly oppose this suggestion. 

Fremont Police Department (FPD) has served, and is serving, our community extremely well. 
There are very, very few confirmed cases of police misconduct or racism. 

Just one week ago, every major city up and down the East Bay experienced at least some 
looting, except Fremont. In an exemplary example of excellent police work, FPD was able to 
control access to Newpark Mall, The Hub and Pacific Commons such that the would-be looters 
left our city with no injuries and minimal damage. 

FPD's response to the COVID-19 crisis has been equally superb. 

FPD needs more, not less, funding in order to: 

* Allow time and funding for additional officer training

* Place more Traffic Officers on patrol to calm the high levels of unsafe driving in our city.

* Oversee, support and keep safe a growing homeless population

* Deploy appropriate technology like community cameras and license plate readers

* And other investments deemed necessary by the Chief of Police in whom I have complete
confidence 

There are cities around the United States where relations between the police and the public 
are horribly hostile. Happily, Fremont does not fall into that category. The majority of 
Fremont residents strongly respect and support our police department. 

Some naively believe that if FPD purchased less tear and gas and fewer rubber bullets it 
would release significant funds for social programs. This is patently ridiculous and I beg that 
you resist the temptation to signal your virtue by supporting these insane notions. 

Sincerely, 



31

Malcolm Hoar 

Fremont Resident and Voter 

--  
|~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~| 

 "The more I practice, the luckier I get". | 
 Gary Player. | 

| Malcolm Hoar   
   
| http://www.malch.com/    | 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hannah Downing 
Monday, June 8, 2020 10:58 AM
citycouncil
Agenda item 5(A) for 06/09/20 city council meeting- comments on proposed Fremont 
budget 

Hello, 

My name is Hannah Downing, I am a resident of Fremont, California. As a voter in this community who was 
born, raised, and attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing 
to express my concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with 
funding. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and community 
services.  

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health and housing, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, and community-led health and safety
programs. 
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Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  
Hannah Downing 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Josephine Gao 
Monday, June 8, 2020 9:54 AM
Lily Mei; Raj Salwan; Teresa Keng; Jenny Kassan; Yang Shao; Vinnie Bacon; cof; CClerk; 
Finance
We Need a Budget That Represents US

Hello, 

My name is Josephine Gao. I am a resident of Fremont and I am emailing to demand the restructuring of our city budget, 
so as to prioritize more social services for our community, and to drastically minimize spending on Police. It is 
unconscionable that 1/3 to 1/2 of the city’s budget is going to the police department.  

This does not align with the values that I have as your constituent and I demand that you and other city officials work 
together to draft and approve a budget that diverts funds from the police department and reallocates them directly to 
benefit those in need.  

Defunding the police and restructuring the budget is an absolute necessity now more than ever. Police perpetuate a 
pattern of excessive violence and force, especially directed towards Black People and their communities. The police 
refuse to hold their own accountable and this is unacceptable.  

We are in the middle of a global pandemic that has killed 100,000 Americans and more than 40 million people have filed 
for unemployment. Healthcare workers are without proper equipment and essential workers are not being fairly 
compensated or protected for the great work they do. We don’t need more police, we need more social safety nets. 
Funds intended for police would be better off being sorted to initiatives that  

Enrich our public schools and students 
Provide more affordable housing and mental health care initiatives Protect and bolster our parks Support small 
businesses struggling due to COVID-19 Provide cheaper and cleaner modes of public transportation  

Our nation is grieving the deaths of Black Americans that were murdered at the hands of police officers who have yet to 
be held accountable. While the police department has more funding than it knows what to do with, we have 
communities who desperately need funding and every day they don't receive it their quality of life worsens. Thousands 
have died who did not need to. You have the ability to change this, so do it.  

Sincerely, 
Josephine Gao 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sanya Sehgal  Monday, June 8, 2020 9:42 
AM
citycouncil
Defund the Police Department

To Mayor Mei, the Fremont City Council, Fremont City Manager, and Fremont Police Chief: 

My name is Sanya Sehgal, and I am a resident of Fremont. I am writing to demand that the City Council adopts 
a People’s Budget that prioritizes community wellbeing and redirects funding away from the police. 

This past week, our nation has been gripped by protests calling for a rapid and meaningful reconsideration of 
the role of policing in communities as well as an end to racism and anti-Blackness in America. The Bay Area 
has been at the forefront of much of this action. Accordingly, it has come to my attention that the budget for 
2021 is being decided as these protests continue. 

Fremont PD has been a waste of our resources. Last year, the Fremont PD budget was $93,307,000, almost 
all of which comes from the Fremont general fund. This means Fremont PD cost us taxpayers almost 3 times 
as much as was spent on public street, facilities, and park maintenance, and human services combined. 
Fremont’s projected 2020-21 budget appears to be heading in an extraordinarily similar direction. 

While we’ve been spending astonishing amounts of money on policing, we have not seen improvements to 
safety, homelessness, mental health, or affordability in our city. Instead, I see the wasteful and harmful actions 
of our police. 

I join the calls of those across the country to defund the police. I demand a budget that adequately and 
effectively meets the needs of at-risk Fremont residents during this trying and uncertain time, when livelihoods 
are on the line. I call on you to slash the Fremont PD budget and instead meaningfully reallocate funds towards 
social programs and resources that support housing, jobs, education, health care, child care, and other critical 
community needs. We demand a budget that supports community wellbeing, rather than empowers the police 
forces that tear them apart. 

As the City Council, the budget proposal is in your hands. It is your duty to represent your constituents. I am 
urging you to completely revise the budget for the 2020-2021 fiscal year. 

We can be a beacon for other cities to follow if only we have the courage to change. 

Sincerely, 

Sanya Sehgal 

47451 Towhee St. 

Fremont, CA  94539 

Sanya.sehgal@berkeley.edu 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Shivani Soni 
Monday, June 8, 2020 12:06 AM
Lily Mei; Raj Salwan; Teresa Keng; Jenny Kassan; Yang Shao; Vinnie Bacon; cof; CClerk; 
Finance
We Need a Budget That Represents US

Hello, 

My name is Shivani Soni. I am a resident of Fremont and I am emailing to demand the restructuring of our city budget, 
so as to prioritize more social services for our community, and to drastically minimize spending on Police. It is 
unconscionable that 44% of the city’s budget is going to the police department.  

This does not align with the values that I have as your constituent and I demand that you and other city officials work 
together to draft and approve a budget that diverts funds from the police department and reallocates them directly to 
benefit those in need.  

Defunding the police and restructuring the budget is an absolute necessity now more than ever. Police perpetuate a 
pattern of excessive violence and force, especially directed towards Black People and their communities. The police 
refuse to hold their own accountable and this is unacceptable.  

We are in the middle of a global pandemic that has killed 100,000 Americans and more than 40 million people have filed 
for unemployment. Healthcare workers are without proper equipment and essential workers are not being fairly 
compensated or protected for the great work they do. We don’t need more police, we need more social safety nets. 
Funds intended for police would be better off being sorted to initiatives that  

Enrich our public schools and students 
Provide more affordable housing and mental health care initiatives Protect and bolster our parks Support small 
businesses struggling due to COVID-19 Provide cheaper and cleaner modes of public transportation  

Our nation is grieving the deaths of Black Americans that were murdered at the hands of police officers who have yet to 
be held accountable. While the police department has more funding than it knows what to do with, we have 
communities who desperately need funding and every day they don't receive it their quality of life worsens. Thousands 
have died who did not need to. You have the ability to change this, so do it.  

Sincerely, 
Shivani Soni 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ayane Mokkarala 
Sunday, June 7, 2020 11:36 PM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting - Comments on Proposed Fremont 
Budget

Hello City Council members, 

My name is Ayane Mokkarala, I am a resident of Fremont, CA. As a voter in this community who grew up and 
attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing to express my 
concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with funding. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and community 
services.  

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health and housing, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, and community-led health and safety
programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  
Ayane Mokkarala 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sanchala Sehgal 
Sunday, June 7, 2020 9:33 PM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting - Comments on Proposed Fremont 
Budget

Dear Fremont City Council, 

My name is Sanchala Sehgal. Though I currently live in Los Angeles for medical school, I grew up in Fremont 
and visit my parents there very often, and as such am incredibly invested in Fremont's future. I am writing 
because I am concerned about the proposed city budget which continues to fund the police department 
excessively. 

I am asking that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the services that Fremont residents need most urgently: health, homelessness, and 
community services.  

We are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of policing Black life in this 
country.  

In Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health and housing, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, and community-led health and safety
programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
Police brutality is a public health crisis, and we can't keep funding the police attacks on Black lives. Now is 
the time to invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. Thank you for your time. 
Best regards,  
Sanchala Sehgal 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hrishikesh Sathawane 
Sunday, June 7, 2020 7:08 PM
citycouncil
Reduce Fremont PD Budget

To the Fremont City Council: 

My name is Hrishikesh Sathawane, and I am a resident of Fremont. I am writing to demand that the City Council adopts a People’s 
Budget that prioritizes community wellbeing and redirects funding away from the police. 

This past week, our nation has been gripped by protests calling for a rapid and meaningful reconsideration of the role of policing in 
communities as well as an end to racism and anti-Blackness in America. The Bay Area has been at the forefront of much of this action. 
Accordingly, it has come to my attention that the budget for 2021 is being decided as these protests continue. 

Fremont PD has been a waste of our resources. Last year, the Fremont PD budget was $93,307,000, almost all of which comes from 
the Fremont general fund. This means Fremont PD cost us taxpayers almost 3 times as much as was spent on public streets, facilities, 
and park maintenance, and human services combined. Fremont’s projected 2020-21 budget appears to be heading in an extraordinarily 
similar direction. Also Fremont's PD budget is a much higher percentage of city budget compared to almost all major cities in the US. 

While we’ve been spending astonishing amounts of money on policing, we have not seen improvements to safety, homelessness, 
mental health, or affordability in our city. Instead, I see the wasteful and harmful actions of our police. 

I join the calls of those across the country to defund the police. I demand a budget that adequately and effectively meets the needs of 
at-risk Fremont residents during this trying and uncertain time, when livelihoods are on the line. I call on you to slash the Fremont PD 
budget and instead meaningfully reallocate funds towards social programs and resources that support housing, jobs, education, health 
care, child care, and other critical community needs. We demand a budget that supports community wellbeing, rather than empowers 
the police forces that tear them apart. 

As the City Council, the budget proposal is in your hands. It is your duty to represent your constituents. I am urging you to completely 
revise the budget for the 2020-2021 fiscal year. 

We can be a beacon for other cities to follow if only we have the courage to change. 

Sincerely,
Hrishi
Fremont CA 94539
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Melissa Peng 
Sunday, June 7, 2020 6:37 PM
Lily Mei; Raj Salwan; Teresa Keng; Jenny Kassan; Yang Shao; Vinnie Bacon; cof; CClerk; 
Finance
We Need a Budget That Represents US

Hello, 

My name is Melissa Peng. I am a resident of Fremont and I am emailing to demand the restructuring of our city budget, 
so as to prioritize more social services for our community, and to drastically minimize spending on Police. It is 
unconscionable that 1/3 to 1/2 of the city’s budget is going to the police department.  

This does not align with the values that I have as your constituent and I demand that you and other city officials work 
together to draft and approve a budget that diverts funds from the police department and reallocates them directly to 
benefit those in need.  

Defunding the police and restructuring the budget is an absolute necessity now more than ever. Police perpetuate a 
pattern of excessive violence and force, especially directed towards Black People and their communities. The police 
refuse to hold their own accountable and this is unacceptable.  

We are in the middle of a global pandemic that has killed 100,000 Americans and more than 40 million people have filed 
for unemployment. Healthcare workers are without proper equipment and essential workers are not being fairly 
compensated or protected for the great work they do. We don’t need more police, we need more social safety nets. 
Funds intended for police would be better off being sorted to initiatives that  

Enrich our public schools and students 
Provide more affordable housing and mental health care initiatives Protect and bolster our parks Support small 
businesses struggling due to COVID-19 Provide cheaper and cleaner modes of public transportation  

Our nation is grieving the deaths of Black Americans that were murdered at the hands of police officers who have yet to 
be held accountable. While the police department has more funding than it knows what to do with, we have 
communities who desperately need funding and every day they don't receive it their quality of life worsens. Thousands 
have died who did not need to. You have the ability to change this, so do it.  

Sincerely, 
Melissa Peng 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rupjit Singh
Sunday, June 7, 2020 4:43 PM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting - Comments on Proposed Fremont 
Budget

Hello, 

My name is Rupjit Singh, I am a resident of Fremont,CA. As a voter in this community who was born, raised, 
and attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing to express 
my concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with funding. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and community 
services.  

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health and housing, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, and community-led health and safety
programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  
Rupjit Singh 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Anila Kalonia
Sunday, June 7, 2020 4:15 PM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting - Comments on Proposed Fremont 
Budget

Hello Fremont City Council, 

My name is Anila Kalonia, I am a resident of Fremont, CA. As a voter in this community who was born, raised, 
and attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing to express 
my concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with funding. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and community 
services.  

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health and housing, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, and community-led health and safety
programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  
Anila Kalonia 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Amy Chen 
Sunday, June 7, 2020 4:10 PM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting - Comments on Proposed Fremont 
Budget

Hello, 

My name is Amy Chen, I am a resident of Fremont, CA. As a voter in this community who was born, raised, 
and educated in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing to express my 
concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with funding. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and community 
services.  

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health and housing, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, and community-led health and safety
programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  
Amy Chen 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joelle Chuang 
Sunday, June 7, 2020 3:52 PM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting - Comments on Proposed Fremont 
Budget

Hello, 

My name is Joelle Chuang, I am a resident of Fremont, CA. As a voter in this community who was born, raised, 
and attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing to express 
my concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with funding. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and community 
services.  

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health and housing, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, and community-led health and safety
programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  
Joelle Chuang 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Savina Khangura 
Sunday, June 7, 2020 3:00 PM
citycouncil
Public Comment for the Upcoming City Council Meetings 06/09/20 

To the Fremont City Council: 

My name is Savina Khangura, and I am a resident of Fremont. I am writing to demand that the City Council adopts a 
People’s Budget that prioritizes community wellbeing and redirects funding away from the police.  

This past week, our nation has been gripped by protests calling for a rapid and meaningful reconsideration of the role of 
policing in communities as well as an end to racism and anti-Blackness in America. The Bay Area has been at the 
forefront of much of this action. Accordingly, it has come to my attention that the budget for 2021 is being decided as 
these protests continue.  

Fremont PD has been a waste of our resources. Last year, the Fremont PD budget was $93,307,000, almost all of which 
comes from the Fremont general fund. This means Fremont PD cost us taxpayers almost 3 times as much as was spent 
on public street, facilities, and park maintenance, and human services combined. Fremont’s projected 2020-21 budget 
appears to be heading in an extraordinarily similar direction.  

While we’ve been spending astonishing amounts of money on policing, we have not seen improvements to safety, 
homelessness, mental health, or affordability in our city. Instead, I see the wasteful and harmful actions of our police. 

I join the calls of those across the country to defund the police. I demand a budget that adequately and effectively meets 
the needs of at-risk Fremont residents during this trying and uncertain time, when livelihoods are on the line. I call on 
you to slash the Fremont PD budget and instead meaningfully reallocate funds towards social programs and resources 
that support housing, jobs, education, health care, child care, and other critical community needs. We demand a budget 
that supports community wellbeing, rather than empowers the police forces that tear them apart.  

As the City Council, the budget proposal is in your hands. It is your duty to represent your constituents. I am urging you 
to completely revise the budget for the 2020-2021 fiscal year.  

We can be a beacon for other cities to follow if only we have the courage to change. 

Sincerely, 

Savina Khangura 
43967 Boston Ct. Fremont, CA 
Savina.khangura@gmail.com 
510-518-0427  

Sent from my iPhone 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sanya Sehgal 
Sunday, June 7, 2020 2:55 PM
citycouncil
Comments on Proposed Fremont Budget Agenda for Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City 
Council Meeting

Hello Fremont City Council, 

My name is Sanya Sehgal, I am a resident of Fremont, CA. I have lived in Fremont for 20 years and I am 
deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing to express my concern about the proposed city 
budget which continues to allocate a large amount of money on the police department. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and community 
services, as well as increasing the education budget.  

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health, housing, and education, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Please vote to decrease police funding or to decrease the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, and community-led health and safety
programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  
Sanya Sehgal 

-- 
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Sanya Sehgal 
Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering 
UC Berkeley, Class of 2018 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Alex Lee 
Sunday, June 7, 2020 2:52 PM 
citycouncil
Divest from Police

Hello, 

I am writing to demand that the city council take drastic steps toward defunding, disarming and divesting from 
the police, to instead invest in our communities. 

Policing is not about individual "good cops" and "bad cops," but an overarching system of racist violence, so 
please do not condescend to your constituents and pretend this is about individual moral character. Where 
reforms consistently fail, divestment from police and investment in community resources such as affordable 
housing, education, health and more public goods eradicates "crime" and makes our communities safe and 
healthy.  

True leadership is recognition that violence — which is inherent to policing and incarceration — is not a 
solution to violence. True leadership defies narrowmindedness that recognizes some actions as crimes but not 
others, such as theft, labor exploitation, wealth hoarding that denies the poor access to life-saving health care 
and housing, and persecution by police and the carceral state, as “violent.” No one should be punished for 
growing up in a community where we invest drastically more in policing and incarceration than in health care, 
education, housing, and other basic needs and resources.  

Nothing short of defunding, disarmament, and divestment is sufficient. Take all necessary steps to shift 
resources and keep our communities safe. 

In addition to these demands, please review the following compilation of background information and 
implementation strategies for necessary legislative actions derived from collecting the pleas of Black 
organizers, activists, and journalists, below. 

Phillip McHarris (doctoral candidate focusing on race) and Thenjiwe McHarris (strategist with the Movement for 
Black Lives) explain the problem with current police reform efforts: 

“More training or diversity among police officers won’t end police brutality, nor will firing and charging individual 
officers. Look at the Minneapolis Police Department, which is held up as a model of progressive police reform. 
The department offers procedural justice as well as trainings for implicit bias, mindfulness and de-escalation. It 
embraces community policing and officer diversity, bans ‘warrior style’ policing, uses body cameras, 
implemented an early intervention system to identify problematic officers, receives training around mental 
health crisis intervention, and practices ‘reconciliation’ efforts in communities of color.” 

Evidently, that was not enough. Instead of heightening the resources that officers have, they advocate 
redirecting funds to alternative emergency response programs, which can also be fueled by state-level and 
local-level grants. The McHarris’ argument is that we should work towards a reality in which healthcare workers 
and emergency response teams should handle substance abuse, domestic violence, homelessness, or mental 
health cases, while rapid response social workers provide individuals with the care they need. Community 
organizers would be responsible for spearheading responses to the pandemic. “The average police recruit 
spends 58 hours learning how to shoot and only 8 hours learning how to de-escalate.” Police officers are not 
trained nor necessary in reacting to such crises—specialized responders are. 

Most police funding is budgeted and taxed at the local level, with city-level and county-level votes periodically 
increasing budgets. In 2017, Oakland allocated the highest share of its general fund to policing nationwide, at 
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41 percent and $242.5 million. It is crucial to establish state-level and local-level bans on heightening 
police funds, while simultaneously redirecting budgets to the aforementioned alternatives. For-profit 
policing is a large culprit. Even though Governor Brown’s 2016 bill helped protect Californians from civil asset 
forfeitures, this is far from sufficient. As of 2020, 66.25% of forfeiture profits go to police—a C+ rating. 

The Black Lives Matter Movement demands “a national defunding of police. We demand investment in 
our communities and the resources to ensure Black people not only survive, but thrive.” The McHarris’ 
conclusion states, “We need to reimagine public safety in ways that shrink and eventually abolish police and 
prisons while prioritizing education, housing, economic security, mental health and alternatives to conflict and 
violence.” 

Best, 
Alex Lee 

State Assembly District 25 Candidate 
www.VoteAlexLee.com  

Twitter: @VoteAlexLee2020 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

VoteAlexLee 

FPPC #1418916 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Maggie Zhao 
Sunday, June 7, 2020 2:46 PM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting - Comments on Proposed Fremont 
Budget

Hello Fremont City Council, 

My name is Maggie Zhao, a resident of Fremont, CA. As my family has lived here for nine years, and 
as a Hopkins Junior High and Mission San Jose High graduate, I am deeply invested in Fremont’s 
present and future. I am writing to express my concern about the proposed city budget which 
continues to bloat the police department with funding.  

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and 
community services.  

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the 
brutality of policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient, especially given the following statistics. According to 
Campaign Zero’s Police Scorecard, Fremont police officers are nearly 13 times as likely to enact 
deadly force on a black person than a white person. Put in other terms, there is more racial bias in 
our department’s arrests and use of deadly force than 93% of departments across California. Overall, 
Fremont police scores in the bottom 10th percentile for police violence. These statistics indicate a 
failing police department. I want to see a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life, pushing 
past mere reforms towards increased police safety and accountability.  

As a constituent, I am calling on you to extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by 
defunding the Fremont police department and reallocating funds to health and housing, specifically in 
Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, and community-led health and safety
programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting 
LAPD funding by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police 
funding to be used towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis 
and New York City have vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police 
departments.  
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To ignore the statistics and reality of the Fremont Police Department is to be willfully ignorant to the 
reality of Black lives in our very own community. We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on 
Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  
Maggie Zhao 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jamie Lam 
Sunday, June 7, 2020 11:28 AM
citycouncil
Public Comment for the Upcoming City Council Meeting 6/9/20

Hello City Council Members of Fremont, 

My name is Jamie Lam, I am a resident of Fremont, CA. As a voter in this community who was born, raised, 
and attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing to express 
my concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with funding. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and community 
services.  

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health and housing, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, and community-led health and safety
programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  
Jamie Lam 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ravneet Kaur 
Sunday, June 7, 2020 11:09 AM
citycouncil
Public Comment for the Upcoming City Council Meetings 06/09/20 

To the Fremont City Council: 

My name is Ravneet , and I am a resident of Fremont. I am writing to demand that the City Council adopts a People’s 
Budget that prioritizes community wellbeing and redirects funding away from the police.  

This past week, our nation has been gripped by protests calling for a rapid and meaningful reconsideration of the role of 
policing in communities as well as an end to racism and anti-Blackness in America. The Bay Area has been at the 
forefront of much of this action. Accordingly, it has come to my attention that the budget for 2021 is being decided as 
these protests continue. 

Fremont PD has been a waste of our resources. Last year, the Fremont PD budget was $93,307,000, almost all of which 
comes from the Fremont general fund. This means Fremont PD cost us taxpayers almost 3 times as much as was spent 
on public street, facilities, and park maintenance, and human services combined. Fremont’s projected 2020-21 budget 
appears to be heading in an extraordinarily similar direction.  

While we’ve been spending astonishing amounts of money on policing, we have not seen improvements to safety, 
homelessness, mental health, or affordability in our city. Instead, I see the wasteful and harmful actions of our police. 

I join the calls of those across the country to defund the police. I demand a budget that adequately and effectively meets 
the needs of at-risk Fremont residents during this trying and uncertain time, when livelihoods are on the line. I call on 
you to slash the Fremont PD budget and instead meaningfully reallocate funds towards social programs and resources 
that support housing, jobs, education, health care, child care, and other critical community needs. We demand a budget 
that supports community wellbeing, rather than empowers the police forces that tear them apart.  

As the City Council, the budget proposal is in your hands. It is your duty to represent your constituents. I am urging you 
to completely revise the budget for the 2020-2021 fiscal year.  

We can be a beacon for other cities to follow if only we have the courage to change. 

Sincerely, 

Ravneet Kaur 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Holly Grezdo 
Sunday, June 7, 2020 9:43 AM
Lily Mei; Raj Salwan; Teresa Keng; Jenny Kassan; Yang Shao; Vinnie Bacon; cof; CClerk; 
Finance
We Need a Budget That Represents US

Hello, 

My name is Holly Grezdo. I am a resident of Fremont and I am emailing to demand the restructuring of our city budget, 
so as to prioritize more social services for our community, and to drastically minimize spending on Police. It is 
unconscionable that 1/3 to 1/2 of the city’s budget is going to the police department.  

This does not align with the values that I have as your constituent and I demand that you and other city officials work 
together to draft and approve a budget that diverts funds from the police department and reallocates them directly to 
benefit those in need.  

Defunding the police and restructuring the budget is an absolute necessity now more than ever. Police perpetuate a 
pattern of excessive violence and force, especially directed towards Black People and their communities. The police 
refuse to hold their own accountable and this is unacceptable.  

We are in the middle of a global pandemic that has killed 100,000 Americans and more than 40 million people have filed 
for unemployment. Healthcare workers are without proper equipment and essential workers are not being fairly 
compensated or protected for the great work they do. We don’t need more police, we need more social safety nets. 
Funds intended for police would be better off being sorted to initiatives that  

Enrich our public schools and students 
Provide more affordable housing and mental health care initiatives Protect and bolster our parks Support small 
businesses struggling due to COVID-19 Provide cheaper and cleaner modes of public transportation  

Our nation is grieving the deaths of Black Americans that were murdered at the hands of police officers who have yet to 
be held accountable. While the police department has more funding than it knows what to do with, we have 
communities who desperately need funding and every day they don't receive it their quality of life worsens. Thousands 
have died who did not need to. You have the ability to change this, so do it.  

Sincerely, 
Holly Grezdo 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Kylie Cheung 
Saturday, June 6, 2020 11:09 PM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj 
Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
PUBLIC COMMENT: DEFUND AND DIVEST FROM POLICE OR FACE ACCOUNTABILITY

Hi, 

I'm writing again to submit public comment for Tuesday's city council meeting. 

It's a moral outrage that 43 percent of the Fremont city budget ($93.3 millions) is directed at policing. I grew up going to 
Chadbourne Elementary, Hopkins Junior High, and Mission San Jose High School, where teachers bought their own 
school supplies, students shared textbooks, and teachers' unions year after year received almost no support. There is 
virtually no affordable housing in Fremont, meanwhile you are constantly permitting developers to build new, 
inaccessible housing and lining your pockets. 

Every cent that goes to policing and criminalization is a cent diverted from investing in our communities. No more. 

There are no reforms that can change a system rooted in racist violence. If you are considering police reforms but not at 
least beginning to take away funding from police, understand that your constituents are not stupid. Reforms only shift 
MORE funding toward police and more away from our communities; the main problem we face today is that police 
aren't following existing reforms, why would they follow new ones? 

Only investing in our communities, adapting nonviolent and trauma-informed emergency responses, and moving to take 
away funding for policing can bring justice and peace. 

And finally, to Mayor Lily Mei, as someone born and raised in this town, I'm sickened by your callous dismissal of 
protesters and refusal to kneel. While we need policy change and police divestment more than platitudes and gestures, 
solidarity and listening to your constituents is essential too. High schools in this town are filled with non-Black youth 
saying the N-word, spewing anti-Black and racist, homophobic, and otherwise bigoted slurs, calling difficult tests "r-pe" 
— I had to grow up alongside this apathy and casual cruelty, and it pains me to see it mirrored in you, our adult leaders 
who are supposed to be modeling moral behavior for our youth to follow. 

Understand that conservative-leaning, older Asian Americans are not your only constituents and they are not the only 
voters in this town. If you fail to take action to divest from police, invest in communities, and create actual change, you 
will be voted out. You will be forced out of politics in shame for your cowardice. We will protest in the streets, at council 
meetings, at city hall, at your doorsteps, and we are not going anywhere until there is change. Either take action or step 
aside. 

We are watching and we are angry. 

Regards, 
Kylie 

Kylie Cheung 
@kylietcheung | www.kyliecheung.tumblr.com 
Check out my newsletter on gender/politics! 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Bhavya Malladi 
Saturday, June 6, 2020 10:51 PM
Lily Mei; Raj Salwan; Teresa Keng; Jenny Kassan; Yang Shao; Vinnie Bacon; cof; CClerk; 
Finance
We Need a Budget That Represents US

Hello, 

My name is Bhavya Malladi. I am a resident of Fremont and I am emailing to demand the restructuring of our city 
budget, so as to prioritize more social services for our community, and to drastically minimize spending on Police. It is 
unconscionable that 1/3 to 1/2 of the city’s budget is going to the police department.  

This does not align with the values that I have as your constituent and I demand that you and other city officials work 
together to draft and approve a budget that diverts funds from the police department and reallocates them directly to 
benefit those in need.  

Defunding the police and restructuring the budget is an absolute necessity now more than ever. Police perpetuate a 
pattern of excessive violence and force, especially directed towards Black People and their communities. The police 
refuse to hold their own accountable and this is unacceptable.  

We are in the middle of a global pandemic that has killed 100,000 Americans and more than 40 million people have filed 
for unemployment. Healthcare workers are without proper equipment and essential workers are not being fairly 
compensated or protected for the great work they do. We don’t need more police, we need more social safety nets. 
Funds intended for police would be better off being sorted to initiatives that  

Enrich our public schools and students 
Provide more affordable housing and mental health care initiatives Protect and bolster our parks Support small 
businesses struggling due to COVID-19 Provide cheaper and cleaner modes of public transportation  

Our nation is grieving the deaths of Black Americans that were murdered at the hands of police officers who have yet to 
be held accountable. While the police department has more funding than it knows what to do with, we have 
communities who desperately need funding and every day they don't receive it their quality of life worsens. Thousands 
have died who did not need to. You have the ability to change this, so do it.  

Sincerely, 
Bhavya Malladi 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kimia Faroughi 
Saturday, June 6, 2020 9:15 PM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A) - Comments on Proposed Fremont Budget

Public Comment: 

My name is Kimia Faroughi, I am a resident of Fremont, California. As a voter in this community who was born, 
raised, and attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing to 
express my concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with 
funding while reform measures remain conspicuously absent. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and education. 

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health, housing, and education, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, education, and community-led health and
safety programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Governor Gavin Newsom has ordered an immediate end to the 
carotid restraint and called for standards in police force against protestors. 
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont.  
Sincerely,  
Kimia Faroughi 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Eric Lin 
Saturday, June 6, 2020 9:04 PM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting - Comments on Proposed Fremont 
Budget

Hello Fremont City Council, 

My name is Eric Lin, I am a resident of Fremont, CA. As a voter in this community who was born, raised, and 
attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing to express my 
concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with funding. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and community 
services.  

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health and housing, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, and community-led health and safety
programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  
Eric Lin. 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michelle Tam
Saturday, June 6, 2020 7:48 PM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting - Comments on Proposed Fremont 
Budget

To the City Council of Fremont, CA: 

My name is Michelle Tam, I am a resident of Fremont. As a voter in this community who was born, raised, and 
attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing to express my 
concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with funding. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and community 
services.  

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health and housing, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, and community-led health and safety
programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. PLEASE DO THE RIGHT THING. 
Sincerely,  
Michelle Tam 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tiffany Ta
Saturday, June 6, 2020 7:45 PM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting - Comments on Proposed Fremont 
Budget

Hello Fremont City Council, 

My name is Tiffany, I am a resident of Fremont, CA. As a voter in this community who was born, raised, and 
attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing to express my 
concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with funding. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and community 
services.  

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health and housing, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, and community-led health and safety
programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  
Tiffany Ta 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Summer Genidy 
Saturday, June 6, 2020 7:45 PM
Lily Mei; Raj Salwan; Teresa Keng; Jenny Kassan; Yang Shao; Vinnie Bacon; cof; CClerk; 
Finance
We Need a Budget That Represents US

Hello, 

My name is Summer Genidy. I am a resident of Fremont and I am emailing to demand the restructuring of our city 
budget, so as to prioritize more social services for our community, and to drastically minimize spending on Police. It is 
unconscionable that 1/3 to 1/2 of the city’s budget is going to the police department.  

This does not align with the values that I have as your constituent and I demand that you and other city officials work 
together to draft and approve a budget that diverts funds from the police department and reallocates them directly to 
benefit those in need.  

Defunding the police and restructuring the budget is an absolute necessity now more than ever. Police perpetuate a 
pattern of excessive violence and force, especially directed towards Black People and their communities. The police 
refuse to hold their own accountable and this is unacceptable.  

We are in the middle of a global pandemic that has killed 100,000 Americans and more than 40 million people have filed 
for unemployment. Healthcare workers are without proper equipment and essential workers are not being fairly 
compensated or protected for the great work they do. We don’t need more police, we need more social safety nets. 
Funds intended for police would be better off being sorted to initiatives that  

Enrich our public schools and students 
Provide more affordable housing and mental health care initiatives Protect and bolster our parks Support small 
businesses struggling due to COVID-19 Provide cheaper and cleaner modes of public transportation  

Our nation is grieving the deaths of Black Americans that were murdered at the hands of police officers who have yet to 
be held accountable. While the police department has more funding than it knows what to do with, we have 
communities who desperately need funding and every day they don't receive it their quality of life worsens. Thousands 
have died who did not need to. You have the ability to change this, so do it.  

Sincerely, 
Summer Genidy 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Amit Patel
Saturday, June 6, 2020 5:37 PM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting - Comments on Proposed Fremont 
Budget

Hello Fremont City Council, 

My name is Amit Patel, I am a resident of New York, New York but I was born and raised in Fremont. As a 
voter in this community who was born, raised, and attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in 
Fremont's present and future. I am writing to express my concern about the proposed city budget which 
continues to bloat the police department with funding. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and community 
services.  

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health and housing, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, and community-led health and safety
programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  
Amit Patel 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Vrinda M. Suresh 
Saturday, June 6, 2020 3:35 PM
Vinnie Bacon
citycouncil
Policy Memo on Agenda Item 5A, City Council Meeting June 9, 2020 
Redirect FPD's Budget to Social Services.pdf

Dear Council Member Bacon, 

My name is Vrinda Suresh, and I am a current student at Stanford University and long-time resident 
of Fremont. I am following up on a phone call I made earlier today to your office requesting changes 
be made to Fremont's proposed police department budget for the next fiscal year. Attached is a policy 
memo that addresses this issue. I hope that you will bring up this policy in the upcoming City Council 
meeting, which I will be watching with my fellow concerned voters.   

Thank you,  
Vrinda M. Suresh 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nithya Rajeev 
Saturday, June 6, 2020 12:48 PM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting - Comments on Proposed Fremont 
Budget

Hello Members of the Fremont City Council, 

My name is Nithya Rajeev, I am a resident of Fremont, CA. As a voter in this community who was born, raised, 
and attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing to express 
my concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with funding. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and education. 

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health, housing, and education, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, education, and community-led health and
safety programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  
Nithya Rajeev 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Arushi Mahajan 
Saturday, June 6, 2020 12:38 PM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting - Comments on Proposed Fremont 
Budget

Hello City Council, 

My name is Arushi Mahajan, I am a resident of Fremont, CA. As a voter in this community who was raised here 
and attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing to express 
my concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with funding. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and education. 

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health, housing, and education, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, education, and community-led health and
safety programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  
Arushi Mahajan 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Sanjana Gundala 
Saturday, June 6, 2020 12:35 PM
Lily Mei; citycouncil; Vinnie Bacon; Raj Salwan; Teresa Keng; Jenny Kassan; Yang Shao; 
Rick Jones - Councilmember
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting - Comments on Proposed Fremont 
Budget

Dear Fremont Officials, 

My name is Sanjana Gundala, I am a resident of Fremont CA. As a voter in this community who was born, 
raised, and attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing to 
express my concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with 
funding. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and education. 

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health, housing, and education, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, education, and community-led health and
safety programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  
Sanjana Gundala 
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-- 
Sanjana Gundala 
Computer Science Undergraduate 
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ayesha Shameem Ashraf 
Saturday, June 6, 2020 12:13 PM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting - Comments on Proposed Fremont 
Budget

Hello City Council, 

My name is Ayesha Ashraf, I am a resident of Fremont, California. As a voter in this community who was born, 
raised, and attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing to 
express my concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with 
funding. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and education. 

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health, housing, and education, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, education, and community-led health and
safety programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  
Ayesha Ashraf  
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Claire Zhang 
Saturday, June 6, 2020 11:05 AM
citycouncil; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; Teresa Keng; Raj Salwan; Jenny 
Kassan; Yang Shao; Lily Mei
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting - Comments on Proposed Fremont 
Budget

To whom it may concern, 

My name is Claire Zhang, I am a resident of Fremont, CA. As a voter in this community who was born, raised, 
and attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing to express 
my concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with funding. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and education. 

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health, housing, and education, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, education, and community-led health and
safety programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  
Claire Zhang 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Cauveri Suresh 
Saturday, June 6, 2020 10:28 AM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting - Comments on Proposed Fremont 
Budget

Hello Mayor Mei and City Council, 

My name is Cauveri Suresh, I am a resident of Warm Springs. As a voter in this community who was born, 
raised, and attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing to 
express my concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with 
funding while reform measures remain conspicuously absent. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and education. 

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health, housing, and education, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, education, and community-led health and
safety programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
I am asking for your leadership in ensuring Fremont's safety in the present and progress in the future. 
Especially as we recover from the pandemic, we can't afford to fund militarized policing of our communities. 
Now is the time to invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  
Cauveri Suresh 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Laura Chen
Saturday, June 6, 2020 9:37 AM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting - Comments on Proposed Fremont 
Budget

Hello City Council, 

My name is Laura Chen, I am a resident of Fremont, CA. As a voter in this community who was born, raised, 
and attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing to express 
my concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with funding while 
reform measures remain conspicuously absent. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and education. 

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health, housing, and education, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, education, and community-led health and
safety programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have 
vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police departments.  
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont. 
Sincerely,  
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Laura Chen 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kaavya C 
Friday, June 5, 2020 9:04 PM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A) - Comments on Proposed Fremont Budget 

Hello Fremont City Council 

My name is Kaavya Chavan, I am a resident of Fremont, California. As a voter in this community who was 
born, raised, and attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing 
to express my concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with 
funding while reform measures remain conspicuously absent. 

I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and education. 

Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  

Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 

By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 

However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you to 
extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department and 
reallocating funds to health, housing, and education, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  

Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, education, and community-led health and
safety programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
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towards reparations to Black communities, and Governor Gavin Newsom has ordered an immediate end to the 
carotid restraint and called for standards in police force against protestors. 
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont.  
Sincerely,  
Kaavya Chavan 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rinoti 
Friday, June 5, 2020 8:59 PM
citycouncil
Agenda Item 5(A)-Comments on Proposed Fremont Budget 

Hello Fremont City Council,  
My name is Nitya. I am a resident of  Fremont. As a voter in this community who was born, raised, and 
attended school in this city, I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future. I am writing to express my 
concern about the proposed city budget which continues to bloat the police department with funding while 
reform measures remain conspicuously absent. 
I am demanding that funding earmarked for the Fremont police department in the proposed budget be 
reallocated to the most urgently needed government services in health, homelessness, and education.  
Our city, county, and nation are in the midst of a massive transition point in the fight against the brutality of 
policing Black life in this country.  
Here in Fremont, this issue is particularly salient. I am concerned with the way Fremont police officers enact 
violence and injustice, especially on Black communities. Relative to police departments across the country, our 
police department performs in the lowest percentile in regards to less-lethal force per arrest, deadly force per 
arrest, unarmed victims of deadly force per arrest, and racial disparities in arrests and deadly force. 
By now, you have no doubt heard from many of your constituents regarding the safety and accountability 
reforms that Fremont's Police Department should have already implemented. 
However, our goal is a complete end to the police’s assault on Black life. To this end, I am calling on you 
to extend your leadership to supporting meaningful change by defunding the Fremont police department 
and reallocating funds to health, housing, and education, specifically in Fremont's Black communities.  
Specifically: 

1. Never again vote to increase police funding or to increase the police department's budget.
2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID-19
shortfalls. 
3. Redirect police funding into affordable housing, education, and community-led health and
safety programs. 

Since the protests began in late May, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding 
by $150 million, San Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used 
towards reparations to Black communities, and Governor Gavin Newsom has ordered an immediate end to the 
carotid restraint and called for standards in police force against protestors. 
We can't afford to keep funding the police attacks on Black lives, especially in a pandemic. Now is the time to 
invest in a safe, liberated future for Fremont.  
Sincerely, 

 Nitya 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Jenny Zheng 
Thursday, June 4, 2020 10:58 PM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj 
Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Important public comment from Fremont Resident: Divest from Police or Face 
Accountability

Hello, 

My name is Jenny Zheng and I am a resident of Fremont. I am demanding that the city council 
take drastic steps toward defunding, disarming and divesting from the police, to instead invest in 
our local communities. Show your support to the citizens through concrete, budgetary, financial, 
and material changes. 

As a lifelong resident of Fremont, I am angry at your inaction. Fremont is a wonderful city with 
caring citizens; if you do not take meaningful, long-term action amid this crisis, you will be held 
accountable at the ballot box. 

Policing is not about the morals and actions of individual police, but an overarching system of 
racist violence, so please do not disregard your constituents and pretend this is about the 
individual moral character of police. Where reforms consistently fail, divestment from police and 
investment in community resources such as affordable housing, education, health and more 
public goods eradicates "crime" and makes our communities safe and healthy. Investing in 
these aforementioned categories rather than the police would make Fremont a better place to 
live. In fact, when the NYPD were on strike, crime went DOWN. 

True leadership is recognition that violence — which is inherent to policing and incarceration — 
is not a solution to violence. True leadership defies narrowmindedness that recognizes some 
actions as crimes but does not recognize other actions –– such as (1) theft, labor exploitation, 
wealth hoarding that denies the poor access to life-saving health care and housing, and (2) 
persecution by police and the carceral state –– as “violent.” No one should be punished for 
growing up in a community where we invest drastically more in policing and incarceration than 
in health care, education, housing, and other basic needs and resources. 

Nothing short of defunding, disarmament, and divestment is sufficient. Take all necessary steps 
to shift resources and keep our communities safe, or face accountability. 

In addition to these demands, please review the following compilation of background information 
and implementation strategies for necessary legislative actions derived from collecting the pleas 
of Black organizers, activists, and journalists, below. 

Best, 
Jenny Zheng 

--- 

Phillip McHarris (doctoral candidate focusing on race) and Thenjiwe McHarris (strategist with 
the Movement for Black Lives) explain the problem with current police reform efforts: 

“More training or diversity among police officers won’t end police brutality, nor will firing and 
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charging individual officers. Look at the Minneapolis Police Department, which is held up as a 
model of progressive police reform. The department offers procedural justice as well as 
trainings for implicit bias, mindfulness and de-escalation. It embraces community policing and 
officer diversity, bans ‘warrior style’ policing, uses body cameras, implemented an early 
intervention system to identify problematic officers, receives training around mental health crisis 
intervention, and practices ‘reconciliation’ efforts in communities of color.” 

Evidently, that was not enough. Instead of heightening the resources that officers have, they 
advocate redirecting funds to alternative emergency response programs, which can also be 
fueled by state-level and local-level grants. The McHarris’ argument is that we should work 
towards a reality in which healthcare workers and emergency response teams should handle 
substance abuse, domestic violence, homelessness, or mental health cases, while rapid 
response social workers provide individuals with the care they need. Community organizers 
would be responsible for spearheading responses to the pandemic. “The average police recruit 
spends 58 hours learning how to shoot and only 8 hours learning how to de-escalate.” Police 
officers are not trained nor necessary in reacting to such crises—specialized responders are. 

Most police funding is budgeted and taxed at the local level, with city-level and county-level 
votes periodically increasing budgets. In 2017, Oakland allocated the highest share of its 
general fund to policing nationwide, at 41 percent and $242.5 million. It is crucial to establish 
state-level and local-level bans on heightening police funds, while simultaneously redirecting 
budgets to the aforementioned alternatives. For-profit policing is a large culprit. Even though 
Governor Brown’s 2016 bill helped protect Californians from civil asset forfeitures, this is far 
from sufficient. As of 2020, 66.25% of forfeiture profits go to police—a C+ rating. 

The Black Lives Matter Movement demands “a national defunding of police. We demand 
investment in our communities and the resources to ensure Black people not only survive, but 
thrive.” The McHarris’ conclusion states, “We need to reimagine public safety in ways that shrink 
and eventually abolish police and prisons while prioritizing education, housing, economic 
security, mental health and alternatives to conflict and violence.” 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Loren Kita
Thursday, June 4, 2020 10:56 PM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj 
Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Urgent public comment from Fremont Resident: Divest from Police or Face 
Accountability

Hi, My name is Lauren K and I am a resident of Fremont. I am writing to demand that the city council take drastic steps 
toward defunding, disarming and divesting from the police, to instead invest in our communities. Understand that if you 
do not take meaningful, long-term action amid this crisis, you will be held accountable at the ballot box. We are 
watching and we are angry. Policing is not about individual "good cops" and "bad cops," but an overarching system of 
racist violence, so please do not disregard your constituents and pretend this is about individual moral character. Where 
reforms consistently fail, divestment from police and investment in community resources such as affordable housing, 
education, health and more public goods eradicates "crime" and makes our communities safe and healthy. True 
leadership is recognition that violence — which is inherent to policing and incarceration — is not a solution to violence. 
True leadership defies narrowmindedness that recognizes some actions as crimes but does not recognize other actions –
– such as (1) theft, labor exploitation, wealth hoarding that denies the poor access to life-saving health care and housing,
and (2) persecution by police and the carceral state –– as “violent.” No one should be punished for growing up in a 
community where we invest drastically more in policing and incarceration than in health care, education, housing, and 
other basic needs and resources. Nothing short of defunding, disarmament, and divestment is sufficient. Take all 
necessary steps to shift resources and keep our communities safe, or face accountability. In addition to these demands, 
please review the following compilation of background information and implementation strategies for necessary 
legislative actions derived from collecting the pleas of Black organizers, activists, and journalists, below. 

Phillip McHarris (doctoral candidate focusing on race) and Thenjiwe McHarris (strategist with the Movement for Black 
Lives) explain the problem with current police reform efforts: “More training or diversity among police officers won’t 
end police brutality, nor will firing and charging individual officers. Look at the Minneapolis Police Department, which is 
held up as a model of progressive police reform. The department offers procedural justice as well as trainings for implicit 
bias, mindfulness and de-escalation. It embraces community policing and officer diversity, bans ‘warrior style’ policing, 
uses body cameras, implemented an early intervention system to identify problematic officers, receives training around 
mental health crisis intervention, and practices ‘reconciliation’ efforts in communities of color.” Evidently, that was not 
enough. Instead of heightening the resources that officers have, they advocate redirecting funds to alternative 
emergency response programs, which can also be fueled by state-level and local-level grants. The McHarris’ argument is 
that we should work towards a reality in which healthcare workers and emergency response teams should handle 
substance abuse, domestic violence, homelessness, or mental health cases, while rapid response social workers provide 
individuals with the care they need. Community organizers would be responsible for spearheading responses to the 
pandemic. “The average police recruit spends 58 hours learning how to shoot and only 8 hours learning how to de-
escalate.” Police officers are not trained nor necessary in reacting to such crises—specialized responders are. Most 
police funding is budgeted and taxed at the local level, with city-level and county-level votes periodically increasing 
budgets. In 2017, Oakland allocated the highest share of its general fund to policing nationwide, at 41 percent and 
$242.5 million. It is crucial to establish state-level and local-level bans on heightening police funds, while simultaneously 
redirecting budgets to the aforementioned alternatives. For-profit policing is a large culprit. Even though Governor 
Brown’s 2016 bill helped protect Californians from civil asset forfeitures, this is far from sufficient. As of 2020, 66.25% of 
forfeiture profits go to police—a C+ rating. The Black Lives Matter Movement demands “a national defunding of police. 
We demand investment in our communities and the resources to ensure Black people not only survive, but thrive.” The 
McHarris’ conclusion states, “We need to reimagine public safety in ways that shrink and eventually abolish police and 
prisons while prioritizing education, housing, economic security, mental health and alternatives to conflict and 
violence.”   
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Thank you for reading this! Please defund the police! Be part of the black lives matter movement and actually make a 
difference! 

Regards, 
Lauren K 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Mohini Vaidya 
Thursday, June 4, 2020 9:31 PM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj 
Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Urgent public comment from Fremont Resident: Divest from Police or Face 
Accountability

Hi, 

My name is Mohini Vaidya and I am a resident of Fremont. I am writing to demand that the city council take drastic 
steps toward defunding, disarming and divesting from the police, to instead invest in our communities.  

Understand that if you do not take meaningful, long-term action amid this crisis, you will be held accountable at the 
ballot box. We are watching and we are angry.  

Policing is not about individual "good cops" and "bad cops," but an overarching system of racist violence, so please do 
not disregard your constituents and pretend this is about individual moral character. Where reforms consistently fail, 
divestment from police and investment in community resources such as affordable housing, education, health and more 
public goods eradicates "crime" and makes our communities safe and healthy.  

True leadership is recognition that violence — which is inherent to policing and incarceration — is not a solution to 
violence. True leadership defies narrowmindedness that recognizes some actions as crimes but does not recognize other 
actions –– such as (1) theft, labor exploitation, wealth hoarding that denies the poor access to life-saving health care and 
housing, and (2) persecution by police and the carceral state –– as “violent.” No one should be punished for growing up 
in a community where we invest drastically more in policing and incarceration than in health care, education, housing, 
and other basic needs and resources.  

Nothing short of defunding, disarmament, and divestment is sufficient. Take all necessary steps to shift resources and 
keep our communities safe, or face accountability. 

In addition to these demands, please review the following compilation of background information and implementation 
strategies for necessary legislative actions derived from collecting the pleas of Black organizers, activists, and journalists, 
below.  

Best,  
Mohini Vaidya 

--- 

Phillip McHarris (doctoral candidate focusing on race) and Thenjiwe McHarris (strategist with the Movement for Black 
Lives) explain the problem with current police reform efforts:  

“More training or diversity among police officers won’t end police brutality, nor will firing and charging individual 
officers. Look at the Minneapolis Police Department, which is held up as a model of progressive police reform. The 
department offers procedural justice as well as trainings for implicit bias, mindfulness and de-escalation. It embraces 
community policing and officer diversity, bans ‘warrior style’ policing, uses body cameras, implemented an early 
intervention system to identify problematic officers, receives training around mental health crisis intervention, and 
practices ‘reconciliation’ efforts in communities of color.”  
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Evidently, that was not enough. Instead of heightening the resources that officers have, they advocate redirecting funds 
to alternative emergency response programs, which can also be fueled by state-level and local-level grants. The 
McHarris’ argument is that we should work towards a reality in which healthcare workers and emergency response 
teams should handle substance abuse, domestic violence, homelessness, or mental health cases, while rapid response 
social workers provide individuals with the care they need. Community organizers would be responsible for 
spearheading responses to the pandemic. “The average police recruit spends 58 hours learning how to shoot and only 8 
hours learning how to de-escalate.” Police officers are not trained nor necessary in reacting to such crises—specialized 
responders are.  
 
Most police funding is budgeted and taxed at the local level, with city-level and county-level votes periodically increasing 
budgets. In 2017, Oakland allocated the highest share of its general fund to policing nationwide, at 41 percent and 
$242.5 million. It is crucial to establish state-level and local-level bans on heightening police funds, while simultaneously 
redirecting budgets to the aforementioned alternatives. For-profit policing is a large culprit. Even though Governor 
Brown’s 2016 bill helped protect Californians from civil asset forfeitures, this is far from sufficient. As of 2020, 66.25% of 
forfeiture profits go to police—a C+ rating.  
 
The Black Lives Matter Movement demands “a national defunding of police. We demand investment in our communities 
and the resources to ensure Black people not only survive, but thrive.” The McHarris’ conclusion states, “We need to 
reimagine public safety in ways that shrink and eventually abolish police and prisons while prioritizing education, 
housing, economic security, mental health and alternatives to conflict and violence.”  
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

David Tan 
Thursday, June 4, 2020 7:36 PM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj 
Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Urgent public comment from Fremont Resident: Divest from Police or Face 
Accountability

Hi, 

My name is David Tan and I am a resident of Fremont. I am writing to demand that the city council take drastic steps 
toward defunding, disarming and divesting from the police, to instead invest in our communities.  

Understand that if you do not take meaningful, long-term action amid this crisis, you will be held accountable at the 
ballot box. We are watching and we are angry.  

Policing is not about individual "good cops" and "bad cops," but an overarching system of racist violence, so please do 
not disregard your constituents and pretend this is about individual moral character. Where reforms consistently fail, 
divestment from police and investment in community resources such as affordable housing, education, health and more 
public goods eradicates "crime" and makes our communities safe and healthy.  

True leadership is recognition that violence — which is inherent to policing and incarceration — is not a solution to 
violence. True leadership defies narrowmindedness that recognizes some actions as crimes but does not recognize other 
actions –– such as (1) theft, labor exploitation, wealth hoarding that denies the poor access to life-saving health care and 
housing, and (2) persecution by police and the carceral state –– as “violent.” No one should be punished for growing up 
in a community where we invest drastically more in policing and incarceration than in health care, education, housing, 
and other basic needs and resources.  

Nothing short of defunding, disarmament, and divestment is sufficient. Take all necessary steps to shift resources and 
keep our communities safe, or face accountability. 

In addition to these demands, please review the following compilation of background information and implementation 
strategies for necessary legislative actions derived from collecting the pleas of Black organizers, activists, and journalists, 
below.  

Best, 
David Tan 

--- 

Phillip McHarris (doctoral candidate focusing on race) and Thenjiwe McHarris (strategist with the Movement for Black 
Lives) explain the problem with current police reform efforts:  

“More training or diversity among police officers won’t end police brutality, nor will firing and charging individual 
officers. Look at the Minneapolis Police Department, which is held up as a model of progressive police reform. The 
department offers procedural justice as well as trainings for implicit bias, mindfulness and de-escalation. It embraces 
community policing and officer diversity, bans ‘warrior style’ policing, uses body cameras, implemented an early 
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intervention system to identify problematic officers, receives training around mental health crisis intervention, and 
practices ‘reconciliation’ efforts in communities of color.”  

Evidently, that was not enough. Instead of heightening the resources that officers have, they advocate redirecting funds 
to alternative emergency response programs, which can also be fueled by state-level and local-level grants. The 
McHarris’ argument is that we should work towards a reality in which healthcare workers and emergency response 
teams should handle substance abuse, domestic violence, homelessness, or mental health cases, while rapid response 
social workers provide individuals with the care they need. Community organizers would be responsible for 
spearheading responses to the pandemic. “The average police recruit spends 58 hours learning how to shoot and only 8 
hours learning how to de-escalate.” Police officers are not trained nor necessary in reacting to such crises—specialized 
responders are.  

Most police funding is budgeted and taxed at the local level, with city-level and county-level votes periodically increasing 
budgets. In 2017, Oakland allocated the highest share of its general fund to policing nationwide, at 41 percent and 
$242.5 million. It is crucial to establish state-level and local-level bans on heightening police funds, while simultaneously 
redirecting budgets to the aforementioned alternatives. For-profit policing is a large culprit. Even though Governor 
Brown’s 2016 bill helped protect Californians from civil asset forfeitures, this is far from sufficient. As of 2020, 66.25% of 
forfeiture profits go to police—a C+ rating.  

The Black Lives Matter Movement demands “a national defunding of police. We demand investment in our communities 
and the resources to ensure Black people not only survive, but thrive.” The McHarris’ conclusion states, “We need to 
reimagine public safety in ways that shrink and eventually abolish police and prisons while prioritizing education, 
housing, economic security, mental health and alternatives to conflict and violence.”  
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Vivian Zhao 
Thursday, June 4, 2020 7:18 PM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj 
Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Comment from Fremont Resident

Hello, 

My name is Vivian Zhao and I am a resident of Fremont. I am demanding that the city council take drastic steps toward 
defunding, disarming and divesting from the police, to instead invest in our local communities. Show your support to the 
citizens through concrete, budgetary, financial, and material changes. 

As a lifelong resident of Fremont, I am angry at your inaction. Fremont is a wonderful city with caring citizens; if you do 
not take meaningful, long-term action amid this crisis, you will be held accountable at the ballot box. 

Policing is not about the morals and actions of individual police, but an overarching system of racist violence, so please 
do not disregard your constituents and pretend this is about the individual moral character of police. Where reforms 
consistently fail, divestment from police and investment in community resources such as affordable housing, education, 
health and more public goods eradicates "crime" and makes our communities safe and healthy. Investing in these 
aforementioned categories rather than the police would make Fremont a better place to live. In fact, when the NYPD 
were on strike, crime went DOWN. 

True leadership is recognition that violence — which is inherent to policing and incarceration — is not a solution to 
violence. True leadership defies narrowmindedness that recognizes some actions as crimes but does not recognize other 
actions –– such as (1) theft, labor exploitation, wealth hoarding that denies the poor access to life-saving health care and 
housing, and (2) persecution by police and the carceral state –– as “violent.” No one should be punished for growing up 
in a community where we invest drastically more in policing and incarceration than in health care, education, housing, 
and other basic needs and resources. 

Nothing short of defunding, disarmament, and divestment is sufficient. Take all necessary steps to shift resources and 
keep our communities safe, or face accountability. 

In addition to these demands, please review the following compilation of background information and implementation 
strategies for necessary legislative actions derived from collecting the pleas of Black organizers, activists, and journalists, 
below. 

Best, 
Vivian Zhao 
(510) 579-2543 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Aashna Shah 
Thursday, June 4, 2020 7:18 PM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj 
Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Urgent public comment from Fremont Resident: Divest from Police or Face 
Accountability

Hi, 

My name is Aashna Shah and I am a resident of Fremont. I am writing to demand that the city council take drastic steps 
toward defunding, disarming and divesting from the police, to instead invest in our communities.  

Understand that if you do not take meaningful, long-term action amid this crisis, you will be held accountable at the 
ballot box. We are watching and we are angry.  

Policing is not about individual "good cops" and "bad cops," but an overarching system of racist violence, so please do 
not disregard your constituents and pretend this is about individual moral character. Where reforms consistently fail, 
divestment from police and investment in community resources such as affordable housing, education, health and more 
public goods eradicates "crime" and makes our communities safe and healthy.  

True leadership is recognition that violence — which is inherent to policing and incarceration — is not a solution to 
violence. True leadership defies narrowmindedness that recognizes some actions as crimes but does not recognize other 
actions –– such as (1) theft, labor exploitation, wealth hoarding that denies the poor access to life-saving health care and 
housing, and (2) persecution by police and the carceral state –– as “violent.” No one should be punished for growing up 
in a community where we invest drastically more in policing and incarceration than in health care, education, housing, 
and other basic needs and resources.  

Nothing short of defunding, disarmament, and divestment is sufficient. Take all necessary steps to shift resources and 
keep our communities safe, or face accountability. 

In addition to these demands, please review the following compilation of background information and implementation 
strategies for necessary legislative actions derived from collecting the pleas of Black organizers, activists, and journalists, 
below.  

Best, 
Aashna Shah 

--- 

Phillip McHarris (doctoral candidate focusing on race) and Thenjiwe McHarris (strategist with the Movement for Black 
Lives) explain the problem with current police reform efforts:  

“More training or diversity among police officers won’t end police brutality, nor will firing and charging individual 
officers. Look at the Minneapolis Police Department, which is held up as a model of progressive police reform. The 
department offers procedural justice as well as trainings for implicit bias, mindfulness and de-escalation. It embraces 
community policing and officer diversity, bans ‘warrior style’ policing, uses body cameras, implemented an early 
intervention system to identify problematic officers, receives training around mental health crisis intervention, and 
practices ‘reconciliation’ efforts in communities of color.”  
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Evidently, that was not enough. Instead of heightening the resources that officers have, they advocate redirecting funds 
to alternative emergency response programs, which can also be fueled by state-level and local-level grants. The 
McHarris’ argument is that we should work towards a reality in which healthcare workers and emergency response 
teams should handle substance abuse, domestic violence, homelessness, or mental health cases, while rapid response 
social workers provide individuals with the care they need. Community organizers would be responsible for 
spearheading responses to the pandemic. “The average police recruit spends 58 hours learning how to shoot and only 8 
hours learning how to de-escalate.” Police officers are not trained nor necessary in reacting to such crises—specialized 
responders are.  

Most police funding is budgeted and taxed at the local level, with city-level and county-level votes periodically increasing 
budgets. In 2017, Oakland allocated the highest share of its general fund to policing nationwide, at 41 percent and 
$242.5 million. It is crucial to establish state-level and local-level bans on heightening police funds, while simultaneously 
redirecting budgets to the aforementioned alternatives. For-profit policing is a large culprit. Even though Governor 
Brown’s 2016 bill helped protect Californians from civil asset forfeitures, this is far from sufficient. As of 2020, 66.25% of 
forfeiture profits go to police—a C+ rating.  

The Black Lives Matter Movement demands “a national defunding of police. We demand investment in our communities 
and the resources to ensure Black people not only survive, but thrive.” The McHarris’ conclusion states, “We need to 
reimagine public safety in ways that shrink and eventually abolish police and prisons while prioritizing education, 
housing, economic security, mental health and alternatives to conflict and violence.”  

Sent from my iPhone 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Alice Cheng 
Thursday, June 4, 2020 6:49 PM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj 
Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Urgent public comment from Fremont Resident: Divest from Police or Face 
Accountability

Hi, 

My name is Alice and I am a resident of Fremont. I am writing to demand that the city council take drastic steps 
toward defunding, disarming and divesting from the police, to instead invest in our communities. 

Understand that if you do not take meaningful, long-term action amid this crisis, you will be held 
accountable at the ballot box. We are watching and we are angry. 

Policing is not about individual "good cops" and "bad cops," but an overarching system of racist violence, so 
please do not disregard your constituents and pretend this is about individual moral character. Where reforms 
consistently fail, divestment from police and investment in community resources such as affordable housing, 
education, health and more public goods eradicates "crime" and makes our communities safe and healthy.  

True leadership is recognition that violence — which is inherent to policing and incarceration — is not a 
solution to violence. True leadership defies narrowmindedness that recognizes some actions as crimes but 
does not recognize other actions –– such as (1) theft, labor exploitation, wealth hoarding that denies the poor 
access to life-saving health care and housing, and (2) persecution by police and the carceral state –– as 
“violent.” No one should be punished for growing up in a community where we invest drastically more in 
policing and incarceration than in health care, education, housing, and other basic needs and resources.  

Nothing short of defunding, disarmament, and divestment is sufficient. Take all necessary steps to shift 
resources and keep our communities safe, or face accountability.  

In addition to these demands, please review the following compilation of background information and 
implementation strategies for necessary legislative actions derived from collecting the pleas of Black 
organizers, activists, and journalists, below. 

Best, 
Alice Cheng 

--- 

Phillip McHarris (doctoral candidate focusing on race) and Thenjiwe McHarris (strategist with the Movement for 
Black Lives) explain the problem with current police reform efforts: 

“More training or diversity among police officers won’t end police brutality, nor will firing and charging individual 
officers. Look at the Minneapolis Police Department, which is held up as a model of progressive police reform. 
The department offers procedural justice as well as trainings for implicit bias, mindfulness and de-escalation. It 
embraces community policing and officer diversity, bans ‘warrior style’ policing, uses body cameras, 
implemented an early intervention system to identify problematic officers, receives training around mental 
health crisis intervention, and practices ‘reconciliation’ efforts in communities of color.” 

Evidently, that was not enough. Instead of heightening the resources that officers have, they advocate 
redirecting funds to alternative emergency response programs, which can also be fueled by state-level and 
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local-level grants. The McHarris’ argument is that we should work towards a reality in which healthcare workers 
and emergency response teams should handle substance abuse, domestic violence, homelessness, or mental 
health cases, while rapid response social workers provide individuals with the care they need. Community 
organizers would be responsible for spearheading responses to the pandemic. “The average police recruit 
spends 58 hours learning how to shoot and only 8 hours learning how to de-escalate.” Police officers are not 
trained nor necessary in reacting to such crises—specialized responders are. 

Most police funding is budgeted and taxed at the local level, with city-level and county-level votes periodically 
increasing budgets. In 2017, Oakland allocated the highest share of its general fund to policing nationwide, at 
41 percent and $242.5 million. It is crucial to establish state-level and local-level bans on heightening 
police funds, while simultaneously redirecting budgets to the aforementioned alternatives. For-profit 
policing is a large culprit. Even though Governor Brown’s 2016 bill helped protect Californians from civil asset 
forfeitures, this is far from sufficient. As of 2020, 66.25% of forfeiture profits go to police—a C+ rating. 

The Black Lives Matter Movement demands “a national defunding of police. We demand investment in 
our communities and the resources to ensure Black people not only survive, but thrive.” The McHarris’ 
conclusion states, “We need to reimagine public safety in ways that shrink and eventually abolish police and 
prisons while prioritizing education, housing, economic security, mental health and alternatives to conflict and 
violence.” 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Alyssa Zhao 
Thursday, June 4, 2020 6:10 PM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj 
Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Urgent public comment from Fremont Resident: Divest from Police or Face 
Accountability

Hi, 

My name is Alyssa and I am a resident of Fremont. I am writing to demand that the city council take drastic steps toward defunding, 
disarming, and divesting from the police. These funds should instead be used to invest in our communities. 

If you do not take meaningful, long-term action amid this crisis, know that you will be held accountable at the ballot box. Change is long 
overdue, and we are watching. 

Policing is not about individual "good cops" and "bad cops," but an overarching system of racist violence. Metaphorically, it is not about 
a few "bad apples" in a barrel, but rather that the barrel itself is spoiled and corrupts all apples. Furthermore, if there are 100 "good 
cops" and 10 "bad cops", but the good cops do nothing about the actions of the bad cops, then there are 110 bad cops. 
Therefore, please do not disregard your constituents and pretend this is about individual moral character. Where reforms consistently 
fail, divestment from police and investment in community resources (such as affordable housing, education, health and more public 
goods) actually eradicates "crime" and makes our communities safe and healthy.

True leadership is recognition that violence — which is inherent to policing and incarceration — is not a solution to violence. True 
leadership defies narrowmindedness that recognizes some actions as crimes but does not recognize other actions –– such as (1) theft, 
labor exploitation, wealth hoarding that denies the poor access to life-saving health care and housing, and (2) persecution by police and 
the system of incarceration –– as “violent.” No one should be punished for growing up in a community where we invest drastically more 
in policing and incarceration than in health care, education, housing, and other basic needs and resources. 

Nothing short of defunding, disarmament, and divestment is sufficient. Take all necessary steps to shift resources and keep our 
communities safe, or face accountability. 

In addition to these demands, please review the following compilation of background information and implementation strategies for 
necessary legislative actions derived from collecting the pleas of Black organizers, activists, and journalists, below. 

Best, 
Alyssa 

--- 

Phillip McHarris (doctoral candidate focusing on race) and Thenjiwe McHarris (strategist with the Movement for Black Lives) explain the 
problem with current police reform efforts: 

“More training or diversity among police officers won’t end police brutality, nor will firing and charging individual officers. Look at the 
Minneapolis Police Department, which is held up as a model of progressive police reform. The department offers procedural justice as 
well as trainings for implicit bias, mindfulness and de-escalation. It embraces community policing and officer diversity, bans ‘warrior 
style’ policing, uses body cameras, implemented an early intervention system to identify problematic officers, receives training around 
mental health crisis intervention, and practices ‘reconciliation’ efforts in communities of color.” 

Evidently, that was not enough. Instead of heightening the resources that officers have, they advocate redirecting funds to alternative 
emergency response programs, which can also be fueled by state-level and local-level grants. The McHarris’ argument is that we 
should work towards a reality in which healthcare workers and emergency response teams should handle substance abuse, domestic 
violence, homelessness, or mental health cases, while rapid response social workers provide individuals with the care they need. 
Community organizers would be responsible for spearheading responses to the pandemic. “The average police recruit spends 58 hours 
learning how to shoot and only 8 hours learning how to de-escalate.” Police officers are not trained nor necessary in reacting to such 
crises—specialized responders are. 

Most police funding is budgeted and taxed at the local level, with city-level and county-level votes periodically increasing budgets. In 
2017, Oakland allocated the highest share of its general fund to policing nationwide, at 41 percent and $242.5 million. It is crucial to 
establish state-level and local-level bans on heightening police funds, while simultaneously redirecting budgets to the aforementioned 
alternatives. For-profit policing is a large culprit. Even though Governor Brown’s 2016 bill helped protect Californians from civil asset 
forfeitures, this is far from sufficient. As of 2020, 66.25% of forfeiture profits go to police—a C+ rating. 
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The Black Lives Matter Movement demands “a national defunding of police. We demand investment in our communities and the 
resources to ensure Black people not only survive, but thrive.” The McHarris’ conclusion states, “We need to reimagine public safety in 
ways that shrink and eventually abolish police and prisons while prioritizing education, housing, economic security, mental health and 
alternatives to conflict and violence.”
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Anurag Papolu 
Thursday, June 4, 2020 6:08 PM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj 
Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Urgent public comment from Fremont Resident: Divest from Police or Face 
Accountability

Hi, 

My name is Anurag and I am a resident of Fremont. I am writing to demand that the city council take drastic steps 
toward defunding, disarming and divesting from the police, to instead invest in our communities. 

Understand that if you do not take meaningful, long-term action amid this crisis, you will be held accountable at the 
ballot box. We are watching and we are angry. 

Policing is not about individual "good cops" and "bad cops," but an overarching system of racist violence, so please do 
not disregard your constituents and pretend this is about individual moral character. Where reforms consistently fail, 
divestment from police and investment in community resources such as affordable housing, education, health and more 
public goods eradicates "crime" and makes our communities safe and healthy. 

True leadership is recognition that violence — which is inherent to policing and incarceration — is not a solution to 
violence. True leadership defies narrowmindedness that recognizes some actions as crimes but does not recognize other 
actions –– such as (1) theft, labor exploitation, wealth hoarding that denies the poor access to life-saving health care and 
housing, and (2) persecution by police and the carceral state –– as “violent.” No one should be punished for growing up 
in a community where we invest drastically more in policing and incarceration than in health care, education, housing, 
and other basic needs and resources. 

Nothing short of defunding, disarmament, and divestment is sufficient. Take all necessary steps to shift resources and 
keep our communities safe, or face accountability. 

Best, 
Anurag 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

MEGAN REN 
Thursday, June 4, 2020 5:53 PM
Raj Salwan; Vinnie Bacon; Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; citycouncil; Jenny 
Kassan; Teresa Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Urgent public comment: Divest from policing or face accountability

To Whom It May Concern, 

My name is Megan Ren and I am a resident of Fremont, California. I am writing to demand the following legislative 
changes you can make to eradicate the decimation of Black people at the hands of police officers. 

Understand that if steps aren't taken to seriously divest from policing and invest in our communities, you will be held 
accountable at the ballot box. We are watching and we are angry.  

The following is a compilation of background information and implementation strategies for necessary legislative actions 
derived from collecting the pleas of Black organizers, activists, and journalists: 

1. Redirect Police Funding

Phillip McHarris (doctoral candidate focusing on race) and Thenjiwe McHarris (strategist with the Movement for Black 
Lives) explain the problem with current police reform efforts: 

“More training or diversity among police officers won’t end police brutality, nor will firing and charging individual 
officers. Look at the Minneapolis Police Department, which is held up as a model of progressive police reform. The 
department offers procedural justice as well as trainings for implicit bias, mindfulness and de-escalation. It embraces 
community policing and officer diversity, bans ‘warrior style’ policing, uses body cameras, implemented an early 
intervention system to identify problematic officers, receives training around mental health crisis intervention, and 
practices ‘reconciliation’ efforts in communities of color.” 

Evidently, that was not enough. Instead of heightening the resources that officers have, they advocate redirecting funds 
to alternative emergency response programs, which can also be fueled by state-level and local-level grants. The 
McHarris’ argument is that we should work towards a reality in which healthcare workers and emergency response 
teams should handle substance abuse, domestic violence, homelessness, or mental health cases, while rapid response 
social workers provide individuals with the care they need. Community organizers would be responsible for 
spearheading responses to the pandemic. “The average police recruit spends 58 hours learning how to shoot and only 8 
hours learning how to de-escalate.” Police officers are not trained nor necessary in reacting to such crises—specialized 
responders are. 

Most police funding is budgeted and taxed at the local level, with city-level and county-level votes periodically increasing 
budgets. In 2017, Oakland allocated the highest share of its general fund to policing nationwide, at 41 percent and 
$242.5 million. It is crucial to establish state-level and local-level bans on heightening police funds, while simultaneously 
redirecting budgets to the aforementioned alternatives. 

For-profit policing is a large culprit. Even though Governor Brown’s 2016 bill helped protect Californians from civil asset 
forfeitures, this is far from sufficient. As of 2020, 66.25% of forfeiture profits go to police—a C+ rating. 

The Black Lives Matter Movement demands “acknowledgment and accountability for the devaluation and 
dehumanization of Black life at the hands of the police… We call for a national defunding of police. We demand 
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investment in our communities and the resources to ensure Black people not only survive, but thrive.” 

The McHarris’ conclusion states, “We need to reimagine public safety in ways that shrink and eventually abolish police 
and prisons while prioritizing education, housing, economic security, mental health and alternatives to conflict and 
violence.” 

A persistent, genuine, and well-thought-out legislative effort to redirect police funds and end for-profit policing is 
imperative. 

2. Abolish Legislative Police Protections

Murderers who wear a badge have consistently been given a free pass to decimate Black life. BLM “demand[s] 
accountability [for] those who are victims of police violence.” 

It is vital to ensure that police officers are met with precisely the same consequences as their badgeless counterparts. 
Accountability has been denied to Black people for centuries, and it is crucial to impose legislative confirmation that 
accountability is ensured. 

Campaign Zero is an organization dedicated to “limiting police interventions, improving community interactions, and 
ensuring accountability.” 

They propose a solution of independent investigations. Because only 1% of all killings by police lead to an officer being 
charged with a crime, “independent investigations and prosecutions of police officers” must be mandated to eliminate 
biases. A broken system should not be evaluating itself. 

3. Demilitarize the Police

Campaign Zero emphasizes that studies show how “more militarized police departments are significantly more likely to 
kill civilians.” Unfortunately, “the federal 1033 program transfers military weapons to police departments.” 

Campaign Zero continues that to demilitarize, we must “prohibit cities and counties from using federal funds to 
purchase military equipment.” 

California is not void of this indictment. In total, 41 MRAPs are in the possession of law enforcement agencies in 
California. All in all, California’s quantity of purchasing such outlandish and high-level military technology is unmatched: 
“In terms of cash value, California gets more 1033 gear than other states.” 

Even though the LAPD has refused to take on more military equipment, they stated that “the department will replenish 
and replace” existing equipment. Such measures must be barred in an effort to eventually demilitarize the police force 
entirely in the long run. 

Police departments should be restricted from using federal grant money to purchase military equipment, using the 
SWAT team, or conducting no-knock raids. Over-weaponized departments must reduce their use of weapon stockpiles, 
as “agencies should seek to return to the federal government the military equipment that has already been received” as 
places like San Jose already have. 

The warranting is simple: “Military equipment naturally increases military-style training for said equipment. That training 
can increase the other dimensions of militarization,” contributing to the war-like mentality implicitly enforced by the 
police, who have no place fighting wars against the most disenfranchised members of their communities. 

I hope that our legislators can take tangible, policy-level initiatives to defend Black lives, something they have failed to 
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do so up until this point. Please listen to the pleas of the Black entities listed above and countless others, and help give 
rise to a future where Black folks do not have to fear for their lives on a daily basis. 

Sincerely but not silently, 

Megan Ren 

-- 
Megan Ren        
UCLA Class of 2019  
B.S. in Molecular, Cell, and Developmental Biology 
Minor in Global Health 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Anusha Murshed
Thursday, June 4, 2020 5:41 PM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj 
Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Important public comment from Fremont Resident: Divest from Police or Face 
Accountability

Hello, 

My name is Anusha Murshed and I am a resident of Fremont. I am demanding that the city council take drastic steps 
toward defunding, disarming and divesting from the police, to instead invest in our local communities. Show your 
support to the citizens through concrete, budgetary, financial, and material changes.  

As a lifelong resident of Fremont, I am angry at your inaction. Fremont is a wonderful city with caring citizens; if you do 
not take meaningful, long-term action amid this crisis, you will be held accountable at the ballot box.  

Policing is not about the morals and actions of individual police, but an overarching system of racist violence, so please 
do not disregard your constituents and pretend this is about the individual moral character of police. Where reforms 
consistently fail, divestment from police and investment in community resources such as affordable housing, education, 
health and more public goods eradicates "crime" and makes our communities safe and healthy. Investing in these 
aforementioned categories rather than the police would make Fremont a better place to live. In fact, when the NYPD 
were on strike, crime went DOWN.  

True leadership is recognition that violence — which is inherent to policing and incarceration — is not a solution to 
violence. True leadership defies narrowmindedness that recognizes some actions as crimes but does not recognize other 
actions –– such as (1) theft, labor exploitation, wealth hoarding that denies the poor access to life-saving health care and 
housing, and (2) persecution by police and the carceral state –– as “violent.” No one should be punished for growing up 
in a community where we invest drastically more in policing and incarceration than in health care, education, housing, 
and other basic needs and resources.  

Nothing short of defunding, disarmament, and divestment is sufficient. Take all necessary steps to shift resources and 
keep our communities safe, or face accountability.  

In addition to these demands, please review the following compilation of background information and implementation 
strategies for necessary legislative actions derived from collecting the pleas of Black organizers, activists, and journalists, 
below.  

Best,  
Anusha Murshed 
5106769069 

--- 

Phillip McHarris (doctoral candidate focusing on race) and Thenjiwe McHarris (strategist with the Movement for Black 
Lives) explain the problem with current police reform efforts:  

“More training or diversity among police officers won’t end police brutality, nor will firing and charging individual 
officers. Look at the Minneapolis Police Department, which is held up as a model of progressive police reform. The 
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department offers procedural justice as well as trainings for implicit bias, mindfulness and de-escalation. It embraces 
community policing and officer diversity, bans ‘warrior style’ policing, uses body cameras, implemented an early 
intervention system to identify problematic officers, receives training around mental health crisis intervention, and 
practices ‘reconciliation’ efforts in communities of color.”  

Evidently, that was not enough. Instead of heightening the resources that officers have, they advocate redirecting funds 
to alternative emergency response programs, which can also be fueled by state-level and local-level grants. The 
McHarris’ argument is that we should work towards a reality in which healthcare workers and emergency response 
teams should handle substance abuse, domestic violence, homelessness, or mental health cases, while rapid response 
social workers provide individuals with the care they need. Community organizers would be responsible for 
spearheading responses to the pandemic. “The average police recruit spends 58 hours learning how to shoot and only 8 
hours learning how to de-escalate.” Police officers are not trained nor necessary in reacting to such crises—specialized 
responders are.  

Most police funding is budgeted and taxed at the local level, with city-level and county-level votes periodically increasing 
budgets. In 2017, Oakland allocated the highest share of its general fund to policing nationwide, at 41 percent and 
$242.5 million. It is crucial to establish state-level and local-level bans on heightening police funds, while simultaneously 
redirecting budgets to the aforementioned alternatives. For-profit policing is a large culprit. Even though Governor 
Brown’s 2016 bill helped protect Californians from civil asset forfeitures, this is far from sufficient. As of 2020, 66.25% of 
forfeiture profits go to police—a C+ rating.  

The Black Lives Matter Movement demands “a national defunding of police. We demand investment in our communities 
and the resources to ensure Black people not only survive, but thrive.” The McHarris’ conclusion states, “We need to 
reimagine public safety in ways that shrink and eventually abolish police and prisons while prioritizing education, 
housing, economic security, mental health and alternatives to conflict and violence.”  
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Emily Zheng 
Thursday, June 4, 2020 5:41 PM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj 
Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Urgent public comment from Fremont Resident: Divest from Police or Face 
Accountability

Hi, 

My name is Emily and I am a resident of Fremont. I am writing to demand that the city council take drastic steps toward 
defunding, disarming and divesting from the police, to instead invest in our communities.  

Understand that if you do not take meaningful, long-term action amid this crisis, you will be held accountable at the 
ballot box. We are watching and we are angry.  

Policing is not about individual "good cops" and "bad cops," but an overarching system of racist violence, so please do 
not disregard your constituents and pretend this is about individual moral character. Where reforms consistently fail, 
divestment from police and investment in community resources such as affordable housing, education, health and more 
public goods eradicates "crime" and makes our communities safe and healthy.  

True leadership is recognition that violence — which is inherent to policing and incarceration — is not a solution to 
violence. True leadership defies narrowmindedness that recognizes some actions as crimes but does not recognize other 
actions –– such as (1) theft, labor exploitation, wealth hoarding that denies the poor access to life-saving health care and 
housing, and (2) persecution by police and the carceral state –– as “violent.” No one should be punished for growing up 
in a community where we invest drastically more in policing and incarceration than in health care, education, housing, 
and other basic needs and resources.  

Nothing short of defunding, disarmament, and divestment is sufficient. Take all necessary steps to shift resources and 
keep our communities safe, or face accountability.  

In addition to these demands, please review the following compilation of background information and implementation 
strategies for necessary legislative actions derived from collecting the pleas of Black organizers, activists, and journalists, 
below.  

Best, 
Emily 

--- 

Phillip McHarris (doctoral candidate focusing on race) and Thenjiwe McHarris (strategist with the Movement for Black 
Lives) explain the problem with current police reform efforts:  

“More training or diversity among police officers won’t end police brutality, nor will firing and charging individual 
officers. Look at the Minneapolis Police Department, which is held up as a model of progressive police reform. The 
department offers procedural justice as well as trainings for implicit bias, mindfulness and de-escalation. It embraces 
community policing and officer diversity, bans ‘warrior style’ policing, uses body cameras, implemented an early 
intervention system to identify problematic officers, receives training around mental health crisis intervention, and 
practices ‘reconciliation’ efforts in communities of color.”  
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Evidently, that was not enough. Instead of heightening the resources that officers have, they advocate redirecting funds 
to alternative emergency response programs, which can also be fueled by state-level and local-level grants. The 
McHarris’ argument is that we should work towards a reality in which healthcare workers and emergency response 
teams should handle substance abuse, domestic violence, homelessness, or mental health cases, while rapid response 
social workers provide individuals with the care they need. Community organizers would be responsible for 
spearheading responses to the pandemic. “The average police recruit spends 58 hours learning how to shoot and only 8 
hours learning how to de-escalate.” Police officers are not trained nor necessary in reacting to such crises—specialized 
responders are.  

Most police funding is budgeted and taxed at the local level, with city-level and county-level votes periodically increasing 
budgets. In 2017, Oakland allocated the highest share of its general fund to policing nationwide, at 41 percent and 
$242.5 million. It is crucial to establish state-level and local-level bans on heightening police funds, while simultaneously 
redirecting budgets to the aforementioned alternatives. For-profit policing is a large culprit. Even though Governor 
Brown’s 2016 bill helped protect Californians from civil asset forfeitures, this is far from sufficient. As of 2020, 66.25% of 
forfeiture profits go to police—a C+ rating.  

The Black Lives Matter Movement demands “a national defunding of police. We demand investment in our communities 
and the resources to ensure Black people not only survive, but thrive.” The McHarris’ conclusion states, “We need to 
reimagine public safety in ways that shrink and eventually abolish police and prisons while prioritizing education, 
housing, economic security, mental health and alternatives to conflict and violence.”  
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Kevin Zhu 
Thursday, June 4, 2020 5:34 PM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj 
Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Urgent public comment from Fremont Resident: Keep the Police Funded

Hi, 

My name is Kevin and I am a resident of Fremont. I am writing to demand that the city council keep the police funded, to 
protect our communities from property damage and violent crime. We need the police to keep us safe and to prevent 
protestors from disrupting our lives, and economic investment in the police is necessary. 

Thanks, 
Kevin 

-- 

University of California, Los Angeles 2020 
B.S. Mathematics / Economics 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Jen Lau 
Thursday, June 4, 2020 5:27 PM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj 
Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Urgent public comment from Fremont Resident: Divest from Police or Face 
Accountability

Hi, 

My name is Jennifer Lau and I am a resident of Fremont. I am writing to demand that the city council take drastic steps 
toward defunding, disarming and divesting from the police, to instead invest in our communities. Understand that if you 
do not take meaningful, long-term action amid this crisis, you will be held accountable at the ballot box. We are 
watching and we are angry. Policing is not about individual "good cops" and "bad cops," but an overarching system of 
racist violence, so please do not disregard your constituents and pretend this is about individual moral character.  

Where reforms consistently fail, divestment from police and investment in community resources such as affordable 
housing, education, health and more public goods eradicates "crime" and makes our communities safe and healthy. True 
leadership is recognition that violence — which is inherent to policing and incarceration — is not a solution to violence. 
True leadership defies narrowmindedness that recognizes some actions as crimes but does not recognize other actions –
– such as (1) theft, labor exploitation, wealth hoarding that denies the poor access to life-saving health care and housing,
and (2) persecution by police and the carceral state –– as “violent.” No one should be punished for growing up in a 
community where we invest drastically more in policing and incarceration than in health care, education, housing, and 
other basic needs and resources. Nothing short of defunding, disarmament, and divestment is sufficient. Take all 
necessary steps to shift resources and keep our communities safe, or face accountability. In addition to these demands, 
please review the following compilation of background information and implementation strategies for necessary 
legislative actions derived from collecting the pleas of Black organizers, activists, and journalists, below. 

Best, Jennifer Lau 

 --- 

Phillip McHarris (doctoral candidate focusing on race) and Thenjiwe McHarris (strategist with the Movement for Black 
Lives) explain the problem with current police reform efforts: “More training or diversity among police officers won’t 
end police brutality, nor will firing and charging individual officers. Look at the Minneapolis Police Department, which is 
held up as a model of progressive police reform. The department offers procedural justice as well as trainings for implicit 
bias, mindfulness and de-escalation. It embraces community policing and officer diversity, bans ‘warrior style’ policing, 
uses body cameras, implemented an early intervention system to identify problematic officers, receives training around 
mental health crisis intervention, and practices ‘reconciliation’ efforts in communities of color.” Evidently, that was not 
enough. Instead of heightening the resources that officers have, they advocate redirecting funds to alternative 
emergency response programs, which can also be fueled by state-level and local-level grants. The McHarris’ argument is 
that we should work towards a reality in which healthcare workers and emergency response teams should handle 
substance abuse, domestic violence, homelessness, or mental health cases, while rapid response social workers provide 
individuals with the care they need. Community organizers would be responsible for spearheading responses to the 
pandemic. “The average police recruit spends 58 hours learning how to shoot and only 8 hours learning how to de-
escalate.” Police officers are not trained nor necessary in reacting to such crises—specialized responders are. Most 
police funding is budgeted and taxed at the local level, with city-level and county-level votes periodically increasing 
budgets. In 2017, Oakland allocated the highest share of its general fund to policing nationwide, at 41 percent and 
$242.5 million. It is crucial to establish state-level and local-level bans on heightening police funds, while simultaneously 
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redirecting budgets to the aforementioned alternatives. For-profit policing is a large culprit. Even though Governor 
Brown’s 2016 bill helped protect Californians from civil asset forfeitures, this is far from sufficient. As of 2020, 66.25% of 
forfeiture profits go to police—a C+ rating. The Black Lives Matter Movement demands “a national defunding of police. 
We demand investment in our communities and the resources to ensure Black people not only survive, but thrive.” The 
McHarris’ conclusion states, “We need to reimagine public safety in ways that shrink and eventually abolish police and 
prisons while prioritizing education, housing, economic security, mental health and alternatives to conflict and 
violence.”   
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Austin Pan
Thursday, June 4, 2020 5:26 PM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj 
Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Urgent public comment from Fremont Resident: Divest from Police or Face 
Accountability

Hi, 

My name is Austin Pan and I am a resident of Fremont. I am writing to demand that the city council take drastic steps 
toward defunding, disarming and divesting from the police, to instead invest in our communities.  

Understand that if you do not take meaningful, long-term action amid this crisis, you will be held accountable at the 
ballot box. We are watching and we are angry.  

Policing is not about individual "good cops" and "bad cops," but an overarching system of racist violence, so please do 
not disregard your constituents and pretend this is about individual moral character. Where reforms consistently fail, 
divestment from police and investment in community resources such as affordable housing, education, health and more 
public goods eradicates "crime" and makes our communities safe and healthy.  

True leadership is recognition that violence — which is inherent to policing and incarceration — is not a solution to 
violence. True leadership defies narrowmindedness that recognizes some actions as crimes but does not recognize other 
actions –– such as (1) theft, labor exploitation, wealth hoarding that denies the poor access to life-saving health care and 
housing, and (2) persecution by police and the carceral state –– as “violent.” No one should be punished for growing up 
in a community where we invest drastically more in policing and incarceration than in health care, education, housing, 
and other basic needs and resources.  

Nothing short of defunding, disarmament, and divestment is sufficient. Take all necessary steps to shift resources and 
keep our communities safe, or face accountability.  

In addition to these demands, please review the following compilation of background information and implementation 
strategies for necessary legislative actions derived from collecting the pleas of Black organizers, activists, and journalists, 
below.  

Best, 
Austin Pan 

--- 

Phillip McHarris (doctoral candidate focusing on race) and Thenjiwe McHarris (strategist with the Movement for Black 
Lives) explain the problem with current police reform efforts:  

“More training or diversity among police officers won’t end police brutality, nor will firing and charging individual 
officers. Look at the Minneapolis Police Department, which is held up as a model of progressive police reform. The 
department offers procedural justice as well as trainings for implicit bias, mindfulness and de-escalation. It embraces 
community policing and officer diversity, bans ‘warrior style’ policing, uses body cameras, implemented an early 
intervention system to identify problematic officers, receives training around mental health crisis intervention, and 
practices ‘reconciliation’ efforts in communities of color.”  
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Evidently, that was not enough. Instead of heightening the resources that officers have, they advocate redirecting funds 
to alternative emergency response programs, which can also be fueled by state-level and local-level grants. The 
McHarris’ argument is that we should work towards a reality in which healthcare workers and emergency response 
teams should handle substance abuse, domestic violence, homelessness, or mental health cases, while rapid response 
social workers provide individuals with the care they need. Community organizers would be responsible for 
spearheading responses to the pandemic. “The average police recruit spends 58 hours learning how to shoot and only 8 
hours learning how to de-escalate.” Police officers are not trained nor necessary in reacting to such crises—specialized 
responders are.  

Most police funding is budgeted and taxed at the local level, with city-level and county-level votes periodically increasing 
budgets. In 2017, Oakland allocated the highest share of its general fund to policing nationwide, at 41 percent and 
$242.5 million. It is crucial to establish state-level and local-level bans on heightening police funds, while simultaneously 
redirecting budgets to the aforementioned alternatives. For-profit policing is a large culprit. Even though Governor 
Brown’s 2016 bill helped protect Californians from civil asset forfeitures, this is far from sufficient. As of 2020, 66.25% of 
forfeiture profits go to police—a C+ rating.  

The Black Lives Matter Movement demands “a national defunding of police. We demand investment in our communities 
and the resources to ensure Black people not only survive, but thrive.” The McHarris’ conclusion states, “We need to 
reimagine public safety in ways that shrink and eventually abolish police and prisons while prioritizing education, 
housing, economic security, mental health and alternatives to conflict and violence.”  
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

aarsh shah 
Thursday, June 4, 2020 5:22 PM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj 
Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Urgent public comment from Fremont Resident: Divest from Police or Face 
Accountability

Hi, 

My name is Aarsh Shah and I am a resident of Fremont. I am writing to demand that the city council take drastic steps 
toward defunding, disarming and divesting from the police, to instead invest in our communities.  

Understand that if you do not take meaningful, long-term action amid this crisis, you will be held accountable at the 
ballot box. We are watching and we are angry.  

Policing is not about individual "good cops" and "bad cops," but an overarching system of racist violence, so please do 
not disregard your constituents and pretend this is about individual moral character. Where reforms consistently fail, 
divestment from police and investment in community resources such as affordable housing, education, health and more 
public goods eradicates "crime" and makes our communities safe and healthy.  

True leadership is recognition that violence — which is inherent to policing and incarceration — is not a solution to 
violence. True leadership defies narrowmindedness that recognizes some actions as crimes but does not recognize other 
actions –– such as (1) theft, labor exploitation, wealth hoarding that denies the poor access to life-saving health care and 
housing, and (2) persecution by police and the carceral state –– as “violent.” No one should be punished for growing up 
in a community where we invest drastically more in policing and incarceration than in health care, education, housing, 
and other basic needs and resources.  

Nothing short of defunding, disarmament, and divestment is sufficient. Take all necessary steps to shift resources and 
keep our communities safe, or face accountability. 

In addition to these demands, please review the following compilation of background information and implementation 
strategies for necessary legislative actions derived from collecting the pleas of Black organizers, activists, and journalists, 
below.  

Best, 
Aarsh Shah 

--- 

Phillip McHarris (doctoral candidate focusing on race) and Thenjiwe McHarris (strategist with the Movement for Black 
Lives) explain the problem with current police reform efforts:  

“More training or diversity among police officers won’t end police brutality, nor will firing and charging individual 
officers. Look at the Minneapolis Police Department, which is held up as a model of progressive police reform. The 
department offers procedural justice as well as trainings for implicit bias, mindfulness and de-escalation. It embraces 
community policing and officer diversity, bans ‘warrior style’ policing, uses body cameras, implemented an early 
intervention system to identify problematic officers, receives training around mental health crisis intervention, and 
practices ‘reconciliation’ efforts in communities of color.”  
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Evidently, that was not enough. Instead of heightening the resources that officers have, they advocate redirecting funds 
to alternative emergency response programs, which can also be fueled by state-level and local-level grants. The 
McHarris’ argument is that we should work towards a reality in which healthcare workers and emergency response 
teams should handle substance abuse, domestic violence, homelessness, or mental health cases, while rapid response 
social workers provide individuals with the care they need. Community organizers would be responsible for 
spearheading responses to the pandemic. “The average police recruit spends 58 hours learning how to shoot and only 8 
hours learning how to de-escalate.” Police officers are not trained nor necessary in reacting to such crises—specialized 
responders are.  

Most police funding is budgeted and taxed at the local level, with city-level and county-level votes periodically increasing 
budgets. In 2017, Oakland allocated the highest share of its general fund to policing nationwide, at 41 percent and 
$242.5 million. It is crucial to establish state-level and local-level bans on heightening police funds, while simultaneously 
redirecting budgets to the aforementioned alternatives. For-profit policing is a large culprit. Even though Governor 
Brown’s 2016 bill helped protect Californians from civil asset forfeitures, this is far from sufficient. As of 2020, 66.25% of 
forfeiture profits go to police—a C+ rating.  

The Black Lives Matter Movement demands “a national defunding of police. We demand investment in our communities 
and the resources to ensure Black people not only survive, but thrive.” The McHarris’ conclusion states, “We need to 
reimagine public safety in ways that shrink and eventually abolish police and prisons while prioritizing education, 
housing, economic security, mental health and alternatives to conflict and violence.”  

Sent from my iPhone 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

esther 
Thursday, June 4, 2020 5:12 PM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj 
Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Urgent public comment from Fremont Resident: Divest from Police or Face 
Accountability

Hi, 

My name is Esther, I am writing to demand that the city council of Fremont take drastic steps toward defunding, 
disarming and divesting from the police, to instead invest in our communities. 

Understand that if you do not take meaningful, long-term action amid this crisis, you will be held accountable at the 
ballot box. We are watching and we are angry. 

Policing is not about individual "good cops" and "bad cops," but an overarching system of racist violence, so please do 
not disregard your constituents and pretend this is about individual moral character. Where reforms consistently fail, 
divestment from police and investment in community resources such as affordable housing, education, health and more 
public goods eradicates "crime" and makes our communities safe and healthy. 

True leadership is recognition that violence — which is inherent to policing and incarceration — is not a solution to 
violence. True leadership defies narrowmindedness that recognizes some actions as crimes but does not recognize other 
actions –– such as (1) theft, labor exploitation, wealth hoarding that denies the poor access to life-saving health care and 
housing, and (2) persecution by police and the carceral state –– as “violent.” No one should be punished for growing up 
in a community where we invest drastically more in policing and incarceration than in health care, education, housing, 
and other basic needs and resources. 

Nothing short of defunding, disarmament, and divestment is sufficient. Take all necessary steps to shift resources and 
keep our communities safe, or face accountability. 

In addition to these demands, please review the following compilation of background information and implementation 
strategies for necessary legislative actions derived from collecting the pleas of Black organizers, activists, and journalists, 
below. 

Best, 
Esther 

--- 

Phillip McHarris (doctoral candidate focusing on race) and Thenjiwe McHarris (strategist with the Movement for Black 
Lives) explain the problem with current police reform efforts: 

“More training or diversity among police officers won’t end police brutality, nor will firing and charging individual 
officers. Look at the Minneapolis Police Department, which is held up as a model of progressive police reform. The 
department offers procedural justice as well as trainings for implicit bias, mindfulness and de-escalation. It embraces 
community policing and officer diversity, bans ‘warrior style’ policing, uses body cameras, implemented an early 
intervention system to identify problematic officers, receives training around mental health crisis intervention, and 
practices ‘reconciliation’ efforts in communities of color.” 
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Evidently, that was not enough. Instead of heightening the resources that officers have, they advocate redirecting funds 
to alternative emergency response programs, which can also be fueled by state-level and local-level grants. The 
McHarris’ argument is that we should work towards a reality in which healthcare workers and emergency response 
teams should handle substance abuse, domestic violence, homelessness, or mental health cases, while rapid response 
social workers provide individuals with the care they need. Community organizers would be responsible for 
spearheading responses to the pandemic. “The average police recruit spends 58 hours learning how to shoot and only 8 
hours learning how to de-escalate.” Police officers are not trained nor necessary in reacting to such crises—specialized 
responders are. 

Most police funding is budgeted and taxed at the local level, with city-level and county-level votes periodically increasing 
budgets. In 2017, Oakland allocated the highest share of its general fund to policing nationwide, at 41 percent and 
$242.5 million. It is crucial to establish state-level and local-level bans on heightening police funds, while simultaneously 
redirecting budgets to the aforementioned alternatives. For-profit policing is a large culprit. Even though Governor 
Brown’s 2016 bill helped protect Californians from civil asset forfeitures, this is far from sufficient. As of 2020, 66.25% of 
forfeiture profits go to police—a C+ rating. 

The Black Lives Matter Movement demands “a national defunding of police. We demand investment in our communities 
and the resources to ensure Black people not only survive, but thrive.” The McHarris’ conclusion states, “We need to 
reimagine public safety in ways that shrink and eventually abolish police and prisons while prioritizing education, 
housing, economic security, mental health and alternatives to conflict and violence.” 



109

Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Kristie Lam 
Thursday, June 4, 2020 5:11 PM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj 
Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Urgent public comment from Fremont Resident: Divest from Police or Face 
Accountability

Hi, 

My name is Kristie and I am a resident of Fremont. I am writing to demand that the city council take drastic steps toward 
defunding, disarming and divesting from the police, to instead invest in our communities.  

Understand that if you do not take meaningful, long-term action amid this crisis, you will be held accountable at the 
ballot box. We are watching and we are angry.  

Policing is not about individual "good cops" and "bad cops," but an overarching system of racist violence, so please do 
not disregard your constituents and pretend this is about individual moral character. Where reforms consistently fail, 
divestment from police and investment in community resources such as affordable housing, education, health and more 
public goods eradicates "crime" and makes our communities safe and healthy.  

True leadership is recognition that violence — which is inherent to policing and incarceration — is not a solution to 
violence. True leadership defies narrowmindedness that recognizes some actions as crimes but does not recognize other 
actions –– such as (1) theft, labor exploitation, wealth hoarding that denies the poor access to life-saving health care and 
housing, and (2) persecution by police and the carceral state –– as “violent.” No one should be punished for growing up 
in a community where we invest drastically more in policing and incarceration than in health care, education, housing, 
and other basic needs and resources.  

Nothing short of defunding, disarmament, and divestment is sufficient. Take all necessary steps to shift resources and 
keep our communities safe, or face accountability.  

In addition to these demands, please review the following compilation of background information and implementation 
strategies for necessary legislative actions derived from collecting the pleas of Black organizers, activists, and journalists, 
below.  

Best, 
Kristie 

--- 

Phillip McHarris (doctoral candidate focusing on race) and Thenjiwe McHarris (strategist with the Movement for Black 
Lives) explain the problem with current police reform efforts:  

“More training or diversity among police officers won’t end police brutality, nor will firing and charging individual 
officers. Look at the Minneapolis Police Department, which is held up as a model of progressive police reform. The 
department offers procedural justice as well as trainings for implicit bias, mindfulness and de-escalation. It embraces 
community policing and officer diversity, bans ‘warrior style’ policing, uses body cameras, implemented an early 
intervention system to identify problematic officers, receives training around mental health crisis intervention, and 
practices ‘reconciliation’ efforts in communities of color.”  
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Evidently, that was not enough. Instead of heightening the resources that officers have, they advocate redirecting funds 
to alternative emergency response programs, which can also be fueled by state-level and local-level grants. The 
McHarris’ argument is that we should work towards a reality in which healthcare workers and emergency response 
teams should handle substance abuse, domestic violence, homelessness, or mental health cases, while rapid response 
social workers provide individuals with the care they need. Community organizers would be responsible for 
spearheading responses to the pandemic. “The average police recruit spends 58 hours learning how to shoot and only 8 
hours learning how to de-escalate.” Police officers are not trained nor necessary in reacting to such crises—specialized 
responders are.  

Most police funding is budgeted and taxed at the local level, with city-level and county-level votes periodically increasing 
budgets. In 2017, Oakland allocated the highest share of its general fund to policing nationwide, at 41 percent and 
$242.5 million. It is crucial to establish state-level and local-level bans on heightening police funds, while simultaneously 
redirecting budgets to the aforementioned alternatives. For-profit policing is a large culprit. Even though Governor 
Brown’s 2016 bill helped protect Californians from civil asset forfeitures, this is far from sufficient. As of 2020, 66.25% of 
forfeiture profits go to police—a C+ rating.  

The Black Lives Matter Movement demands “a national defunding of police. We demand investment in our communities 
and the resources to ensure Black people not only survive, but thrive.” The McHarris’ conclusion states, “We need to 
reimagine public safety in ways that shrink and eventually abolish police and prisons while prioritizing education, 
housing, economic security, mental health and alternatives to conflict and violence.”  

All the best, 

Kristie Lam 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Tanish Ambulkar
Thursday, June 4, 2020 5:08 PM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj 
Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Urgent public comment from Fremont Resident: Divest from Police or Face 
Accountability

Hi, 

My name is Tanish Ambulkar and I am a resident of Fremont. I am writing to demand that the city council take drastic 
steps toward defunding, disarming and divesting from the police, to instead invest in our communities. 

Understand that if you do not take meaningful, long-term action amid this crisis, you will be held accountable at the 
ballot box. We are watching and we are angry. 

Policing is not about individual "good cops" and "bad cops," but an overarching system of racist violence, so please do 
not disregard your constituents and pretend this is about individual moral character. Where reforms consistently fail, 
divestment from police and investment in community resources such as affordable housing, education, health and more 
public goods eradicates "crime" and makes our communities safe and healthy. 

True leadership is recognition that violence — which is inherent to policing and incarceration — is not a solution to 
violence. True leadership defies narrowmindedness that recognizes some actions as crimes but does not recognize other 
actions –– such as (1) theft, labor exploitation, wealth hoarding that denies the poor access to life-saving health care and 
housing, and (2) persecution by police and the carceral state –– as “violent.” No one should be punished for growing up 
in a community where we invest drastically more in policing and incarceration than in health care, education, housing, 
and other basic needs and resources. 

Nothing short of defunding, disarmament, and divestment is sufficient. Take all necessary steps to shift resources and 
keep our communities safe, or face accountability. 

In addition to these demands, please review the following compilation of background information and implementation 
strategies for necessary legislative actions derived from collecting the pleas of Black organizers, activists, and journalists, 
below. 

Best, 
Tanish Ambulkar 

--- 

Phillip McHarris (doctoral candidate focusing on race) and Thenjiwe McHarris (strategist with the Movement for Black 
Lives) explain the problem with current police reform efforts: 

“More training or diversity among police officers won’t end police brutality, nor will firing and charging individual 
officers. Look at the Minneapolis Police Department, which is held up as a model of progressive police reform. The 
department offers procedural justice as well as trainings for implicit bias, mindfulness and de-escalation. It embraces 
community policing and officer diversity, bans ‘warrior style’ policing, uses body cameras, implemented an early 
intervention system to identify problematic officers, receives training around mental health crisis intervention, and 
practices ‘reconciliation’ efforts in communities of color.” 
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Evidently, that was not enough. Instead of heightening the resources that officers have, they advocate redirecting funds 
to alternative emergency response programs, which can also be fueled by state-level and local-level grants. The 
McHarris’ argument is that we should work towards a reality in which healthcare workers and emergency response 
teams should handle substance abuse, domestic violence, homelessness, or mental health cases, while rapid response 
social workers provide individuals with the care they need. Community organizers would be responsible for 
spearheading responses to the pandemic. “The average police recruit spends 58 hours learning how to shoot and only 8 
hours learning how to de-escalate.” Police officers are not trained nor necessary in reacting to such crises—specialized 
responders are. 

Most police funding is budgeted and taxed at the local level, with city-level and county-level votes periodically increasing 
budgets. In 2017, Oakland allocated the highest share of its general fund to policing nationwide, at 41 percent and 
$242.5 million. It is crucial to establish state-level and local-level bans on heightening police funds, while simultaneously 
redirecting budgets to the aforementioned alternatives. For-profit policing is a large culprit. Even though Governor 
Brown’s 2016 bill helped protect Californians from civil asset forfeitures, this is far from sufficient. As of 2020, 66.25% of 
forfeiture profits go to police—a C+ rating. 

The Black Lives Matter Movement demands “a national defunding of police. We demand investment in our communities 
and the resources to ensure Black people not only survive, but thrive.” The McHarris’ conclusion states, “We need to 
reimagine public safety in ways that shrink and eventually abolish police and prisons while prioritizing education, 
housing, economic security, mental health and alternatives to conflict and violence.” 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Chakshu Hurria 
Thursday, June 4, 2020 5:04 PM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj 
Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Urgent public comment from Fremont Resident: Divest from Police or Face 
Accountability

Hi, 

My name is Chakshu Hurria and I am a resident of Fremont. I am writing to demand that the city council take drastic 
steps toward defunding, disarming and divesting from the police, to instead invest in our communities.  

Understand that if you do not take meaningful, long-term action amid this crisis, you will be held accountable at the 
ballot box. We are watching and we are angry.  

Policing is not about individual "good cops" and "bad cops," but an overarching system of racist violence, so please do 
not disregard your constituents and pretend this is about individual moral character. Where reforms consistently fail, 
divestment from police and investment in community resources such as affordable housing, education, health and more 
public goods eradicates "crime" and makes our communities safe and healthy.  

True leadership is recognition that violence — which is inherent to policing and incarceration — is not a solution to 
violence. True leadership defies narrowmindedness that recognizes some actions as crimes but does not recognize other 
actions –– such as (1) theft, labor exploitation, wealth hoarding that denies the poor access to life-saving health care and 
housing, and (2) persecution by police and the carceral state –– as “violent.” No one should be punished for growing up 
in a community where we invest drastically more in policing and incarceration than in health care, education, housing, 
and other basic needs and resources.  

Nothing short of defunding, disarmament, and divestment is sufficient. Take all necessary steps to shift resources and 
keep our communities safe, or face accountability.  

In addition to these demands, please review the following compilation of background information and implementation 
strategies for necessary legislative actions derived from collecting the pleas of Black organizers, activists, and journalists, 
below.  

Best,  
Chakshu Hurria 

--- 

Phillip McHarris (doctoral candidate focusing on race) and Thenjiwe McHarris (strategist with the Movement for Black 
Lives) explain the problem with current police reform efforts:  

“More training or diversity among police officers won’t end police brutality, nor will firing and charging individual 
officers. Look at the Minneapolis Police Department, which is held up as a model of progressive police reform. The 
department offers procedural justice as well as trainings for implicit bias, mindfulness and de-escalation. It embraces 
community policing and officer diversity, bans ‘warrior style’ policing, uses body cameras, implemented an early 
intervention system to identify problematic officers, receives training around mental health crisis intervention, and 
practices ‘reconciliation’ efforts in communities of color.”  
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Evidently, that was not enough. Instead of heightening the resources that officers have, they advocate redirecting funds 
to alternative emergency response programs, which can also be fueled by state-level and local-level grants. The 
McHarris’ argument is that we should work towards a reality in which healthcare workers and emergency response 
teams should handle substance abuse, domestic violence, homelessness, or mental health cases, while rapid response 
social workers provide individuals with the care they need. Community organizers would be responsible for 
spearheading responses to the pandemic. “The average police recruit spends 58 hours learning how to shoot and only 8 
hours learning how to de-escalate.” Police officers are not trained nor necessary in reacting to such crises—specialized 
responders are.  

Most police funding is budgeted and taxed at the local level, with city-level and county-level votes periodically increasing 
budgets. In 2017, Oakland allocated the highest share of its general fund to policing nationwide, at 41 percent and 
$242.5 million. It is crucial to establish state-level and local-level bans on heightening police funds, while simultaneously 
redirecting budgets to the aforementioned alternatives. For-profit policing is a large culprit. Even though Governor 
Brown’s 2016 bill helped protect Californians from civil asset forfeitures, this is far from sufficient. As of 2020, 66.25% of 
forfeiture profits go to police—a C+ rating.  

The Black Lives Matter Movement demands “a national defunding of police. We demand investment in our communities 
and the resources to ensure Black people not only survive, but thrive.” The McHarris’ conclusion states, “We need to 
reimagine public safety in ways that shrink and eventually abolish police and prisons while prioritizing education, 
housing, economic security, mental health and alternatives to conflict and violence.”  

Sent from my iPhone 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Alec Vandenberg 
Thursday, June 4, 2020 11:38 AM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj 
Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Urgent public comment: Divest from policing or face accountability

Hi, 

My name is Kylie and I am a resident of Fremont, California. I am writing to demand the following legislative 
changes you can make to eradicate the decimation of Black people at the hands of police officers.  

Understand that if steps aren't taken to seriously divest from policing and invest in our communities, 
you will be held accountable at the ballot box. We are watching and we are angry. 

Policing is not about individual "good cops" and "bad cops," so please do not condescend to your constituents 
and pretend this is about individual moral character. Where reforms consistently fail, investment in community 
resources eradicates "crime" and makes our communities safe and healthy. 

The following is a compilation of background information and implementation strategies for necessary 
legislative actions derived from collecting the pleas of Black organizers, activists, and journalists: 

1. Redirect Police Funding

Phillip McHarris (doctoral candidate focusing on race) and Thenjiwe McHarris (strategist with the Movement for 
Black Lives) explain the problem with current police reform efforts: 

“More training or diversity among police officers won’t end police brutality, nor will firing and charging individual 
officers. Look at the Minneapolis Police Department, which is held up as a model of progressive police reform. 
The department offers procedural justice as well as trainings for implicit bias, mindfulness and de-escalation. It 
embraces community policing and officer diversity, bans ‘warrior style’ policing, uses body cameras, 
implemented an early intervention system to identify problematic officers, receives training around mental 
health crisis intervention, and practices ‘reconciliation’ efforts in communities of color.” 

Evidently, that was not enough. Instead of heightening the resources that officers have, they advocate 
redirecting funds to alternative emergency response programs, which can also be fueled by state-level and 
local-level grants. The McHarris’ argument is that we should work towards a reality in which healthcare workers 
and emergency response teams should handle substance abuse, domestic violence, homelessness, or mental 
health cases, while rapid response social workers provide individuals with the care they need. Community 
organizers would be responsible for spearheading responses to the pandemic. “The average police recruit 
spends 58 hours learning how to shoot and only 8 hours learning how to de-escalate.” Police officers are not 
trained nor necessary in reacting to such crises—specialized responders are. 

Most police funding is budgeted and taxed at the local level, with city-level and county-level votes periodically 
increasing budgets. In 2017, Oakland allocated the highest share of its general fund to policing nationwide, at 
41 percent and $242.5 million. It is crucial to establish state-level and local-level bans on heightening police 
funds, while simultaneously redirecting budgets to the aforementioned alternatives. 

For-profit policing is a large culprit. Even though Governor Brown’s 2016 bill helped protect Californians from 
civil asset forfeitures, this is far from sufficient. As of 2020, 66.25% of forfeiture profits go to police—a C+ 
rating. 
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The Black Lives Matter Movement demands “acknowledgment and accountability for the devaluation and 
dehumanization of Black life at the hands of the police… We call for a national defunding of police. We 
demand investment in our communities and the resources to ensure Black people not only survive, but thrive.” 

The McHarris’ conclusion states, “We need to reimagine public safety in ways that shrink and eventually 
abolish police and prisons while prioritizing education, housing, economic security, mental health and 
alternatives to conflict and violence.” 
A persistent, genuine, and well-thought-out legislative effort to redirect police funds and end for-profit policing 
is imperative. 
2. Abolish Legislative Police Protections

Murderers who wear a badge have consistently been given a free pass to decimate Black life. BLM “demand[s] 
accountability [for] those who are victims of police violence.” 

It is vital to ensure that police officers are met with precisely the same consequences as their badgeless 
counterparts. Accountability has been denied to Black people for centuries, and it is crucial to impose 
legislative confirmation that accountability is ensured. 

Campaign Zero is an organization dedicated to “limiting police interventions, improving community interactions, 
and ensuring accountability.” 

They propose a solution of independent investigations. Because only 1% of all killings by police lead to an 
officer being charged with a crime, “independent investigations and prosecutions of police officers” must be 
mandated to eliminate biases. A broken system should not be evaluating itself. 

3. Demilitarize the Police

Campaign Zero emphasizes that studies show how “more militarized police departments are significantly more 
likely to kill civilians.” Unfortunately, “the federal 1033 program transfers military weapons to police 
departments.” 

Campaign Zero continues that to demilitarize, we must “prohibit cities and counties from using federal funds to 
purchase military equipment.” 

California is not void of this indictment. In total, 41 MRAPs are in the possession of law enforcement agencies 
in California. All in all, California’s quantity of purchasing such outlandish and high-level military technology is 
unmatched: “In terms of cash value, California gets more 1033 gear than other states.” 

Even though the LAPD has refused to take on more military equipment, they stated that “the department will 
replenish and replace” existing equipment. Such measures must be barred in an effort to eventually 
demilitarize the police force entirely in the long run. 

Police departments should be restricted from using federal grant money to purchase military equipment, using 
the SWAT team, or conducting no-knock raids. Over-weaponized departments must reduce their use of 
weapon stockpiles, as “agencies should seek to return to the federal government the military equipment that 
has already been received” as places like San Jose already have. 

The warranting is simple: “Military equipment naturally increases military-style training for said equipment. That 
training can increase the other dimensions of militarization,” contributing to the war-like mentality implicitly 
enforced by the police, who have no place fighting wars against the most disenfranchised members of their 
communities. 
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I hope that our legislators can take tangible, policy-level initiatives to defend Black lives, something they have 
failed to do so up until this point. Please listen to the pleas of the Black entities listed above and countless 
others, and help give rise to a future where Black folks do not have to fear for their lives on a daily basis. 

Sincerely but not silently, 

To help protect you r priv acy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture 
from the Internet. Alec Vandenberg | he/him

USC Price School of Public Policy 
B.S. Public Policy /  M.P.A. 
Clubs Association Director | Share a Meal 
CalFresh Navigator | Trojan Food Pantry 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Kylie Cheung
Thursday, June 4, 2020 10:50 AM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj 
Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Urgent public comment: Divest from policing or face accountability

Hi, 

My name is Kylie and I am a resident of Fremont, California. I am writing to demand the following legislative 
changes you can make to eradicate the decimation of Black people at the hands of police officers.  

Understand that if steps aren't taken to seriously divest from policing and invest in our communities, 
you will be held accountable at the ballot box. We are watching and we are angry. 

Policing is not about individual "good cops" and "bad cops," so please do not condescend to your constituents 
and pretend this is about individual moral character. Where reforms consistently fail, investment in community 
resources eradicates "crime" and makes our communities safe and healthy. 

The following is a compilation of background information and implementation strategies for necessary 
legislative actions derived from collecting the pleas of Black organizers, activists, and journalists: 

1. Redirect Police Funding

Phillip McHarris (doctoral candidate focusing on race) and Thenjiwe McHarris (strategist with the Movement for 
Black Lives) explain the problem with current police reform efforts: 

“More training or diversity among police officers won’t end police brutality, nor will firing and charging individual 
officers. Look at the Minneapolis Police Department, which is held up as a model of progressive police reform. 
The department offers procedural justice as well as trainings for implicit bias, mindfulness and de-escalation. It 
embraces community policing and officer diversity, bans ‘warrior style’ policing, uses body cameras, 
implemented an early intervention system to identify problematic officers, receives training around mental 
health crisis intervention, and practices ‘reconciliation’ efforts in communities of color.” 

Evidently, that was not enough. Instead of heightening the resources that officers have, they advocate 
redirecting funds to alternative emergency response programs, which can also be fueled by state-level and 
local-level grants. The McHarris’ argument is that we should work towards a reality in which healthcare workers 
and emergency response teams should handle substance abuse, domestic violence, homelessness, or mental 
health cases, while rapid response social workers provide individuals with the care they need. Community 
organizers would be responsible for spearheading responses to the pandemic. “The average police recruit 
spends 58 hours learning how to shoot and only 8 hours learning how to de-escalate.” Police officers are not 
trained nor necessary in reacting to such crises—specialized responders are. 

Most police funding is budgeted and taxed at the local level, with city-level and county-level votes periodically 
increasing budgets. In 2017, Oakland allocated the highest share of its general fund to policing nationwide, at 
41 percent and $242.5 million. It is crucial to establish state-level and local-level bans on heightening police 
funds, while simultaneously redirecting budgets to the aforementioned alternatives. 

For-profit policing is a large culprit. Even though Governor Brown’s 2016 bill helped protect Californians from 
civil asset forfeitures, this is far from sufficient. As of 2020, 66.25% of forfeiture profits go to police—a C+ 
rating. 
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The Black Lives Matter Movement demands “acknowledgment and accountability for the devaluation and 
dehumanization of Black life at the hands of the police… We call for a national defunding of police. We 
demand investment in our communities and the resources to ensure Black people not only survive, but thrive.” 

The McHarris’ conclusion states, “We need to reimagine public safety in ways that shrink and eventually 
abolish police and prisons while prioritizing education, housing, economic security, mental health and 
alternatives to conflict and violence.” 
A persistent, genuine, and well-thought-out legislative effort to redirect police funds and end for-profit policing 
is imperative. 
2. Abolish Legislative Police Protections

Murderers who wear a badge have consistently been given a free pass to decimate Black life. BLM “demand[s] 
accountability [for] those who are victims of police violence.” 

It is vital to ensure that police officers are met with precisely the same consequences as their badgeless 
counterparts. Accountability has been denied to Black people for centuries, and it is crucial to impose 
legislative confirmation that accountability is ensured. 

Campaign Zero is an organization dedicated to “limiting police interventions, improving community interactions, 
and ensuring accountability.” 

They propose a solution of independent investigations. Because only 1% of all killings by police lead to an 
officer being charged with a crime, “independent investigations and prosecutions of police officers” must be 
mandated to eliminate biases. A broken system should not be evaluating itself. 

3. Demilitarize the Police

Campaign Zero emphasizes that studies show how “more militarized police departments are significantly more 
likely to kill civilians.” Unfortunately, “the federal 1033 program transfers military weapons to police 
departments.” 

Campaign Zero continues that to demilitarize, we must “prohibit cities and counties from using federal funds to 
purchase military equipment.” 

California is not void of this indictment. In total, 41 MRAPs are in the possession of law enforcement agencies 
in California. All in all, California’s quantity of purchasing such outlandish and high-level military technology is 
unmatched: “In terms of cash value, California gets more 1033 gear than other states.” 

Even though the LAPD has refused to take on more military equipment, they stated that “the department will 
replenish and replace” existing equipment. Such measures must be barred in an effort to eventually 
demilitarize the police force entirely in the long run. 

Police departments should be restricted from using federal grant money to purchase military equipment, using 
the SWAT team, or conducting no-knock raids. Over-weaponized departments must reduce their use of 
weapon stockpiles, as “agencies should seek to return to the federal government the military equipment that 
has already been received” as places like San Jose already have. 

The warranting is simple: “Military equipment naturally increases military-style training for said equipment. That 
training can increase the other dimensions of militarization,” contributing to the war-like mentality implicitly 
enforced by the police, who have no place fighting wars against the most disenfranchised members of their 
communities. 
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I hope that our legislators can take tangible, policy-level initiatives to defend Black lives, something they have 
failed to do so up until this point. Please listen to the pleas of the Black entities listed above and countless 
others, and help give rise to a future where Black folks do not have to fear for their lives on a daily basis. 

Sincerely but not silently, 

Kylie 

Kylie Cheung 
@kylietcheung | www.kyliecheung.tumblr.com 
Check out my newsletter on gender/politics! 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Francesco Dalla Ricca 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 1:02 PM
Lily Mei
Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj Salwan; Teresa 
Keng; Yang Shao; CClerk
Demands on Fremont's city budget

Hello, 

Today the city council will vote on a budget for the city of Fremont. In light of recent events regarding police brutality, I 
demand that the council delay the vote, invest in the community, decrease the police budget, and increase transparency 
around police misconduct. This issue is important to me and I hope that you support these demands so that I would vote 
for you in the next election. 

Cheers, 
Francesco 



1

Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Anand Kuchibotla 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 1:08 PM
citycouncil
Public Comment for Upcoming City Council Meeting 06/09/2020

Hello Counsel, 

My family has resided in Fremont for over 20 years now. In the wake of the George Floyd protests, I took a critical look 
into Fremont's budgetary practices and saw that we allocated a whopping 48% of it towards policing the community. 
Studies also show that officers are almost 13x more likely to use deadly force against a Black person than a White person 
in our city. I find this to be unacceptable. 

I cannot speak as to specific plans, but would generally like to see funding reallocated from the police into our 
community. As of 2019, Fremont had the third most homeless people in Alameda County, with a 27% increase since 
2017. Lily Mei has expressed a desire to invest into the homeless community and this is a good opportunity to make 
good on that promise. While Fremont does have affordable housing options, the eligibility criteria makes it difficult for 
those in need who are just above the line. I'd love to see funds going towards addressing that issue, whatever that might 
mean. 

I'm sure there are plenty of other initiatives that are underfunded as well, given that only $4M goes towards human and 
social services, only $1.5M goes towards affordable housing (pitifully low, especially in a town like Fremont), and $95M 
goes towards the police. This allocation of funds is unacceptable and is not reflective of the kind of city I want my kids to 
grow up in. Reduce Fremont PD's funds and focus on building the community from the context of proactive care, rather 
than the reactive use of force. 

Thank you for your time. 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Juhi Gupta 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 1:22 PM
CClerk; Teresa Keng; Vinnie Bacon; Lily Mei; Jenny Kassan; Yang Shao; Rick Jones - Councilmember; 
Raj Salwan
Today's city council budget meeting

Hello, my name is Juhi Gupta, a Fremont resident, and I'm calling to urge you to vote NO on the current budget 
proposal, defund the Fremont police department, reduce the scope of police duties, and use our taxpayer money for 
programs that actually improve the lives of Fremont residents. 

The budget proposal includes adding 3 full time policing staff, allocating about 44% of the general fund to the police, 
giving police an additional $4.8 million out of the general fund, while city revenue drops by 4%. We urge you instead to 
defund the police & invest in the community. This means that the scope of policing would be reduced, and while there 
would still be officers, the police would no longer be tasked with things they were never meant to do such as be mental 
health counselors or deal with drug addiction. Instead systems which solve the roots of these issues would be funded. 
To adequately give time for redistributing the budget, we ask that you delay a vote on the budget. We urge this because:

Police get 44% of the general fund: I ask you, why are the police entitled to that much? Nothing else gets nearly that 
much. Human services gets 2%. In fact, the police syphoning off all that money makes our community worse because 
there is less or no funding for other beneficial services. Instead of giving 44% of our general fund to the police 
department we could build up our community, and do amazing things like build permanently affordable housing, give 
grants to worker co‐ops starting here in Fremont. 

Thanks, 
Juhi 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Kathleen Wade 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 1:36 PM
Lily Mei; CClerk
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting- Comments on Proposed Fremont Budget 
Fremont 20-21 Budget_mei.docx

Kathleen M. Wade 
1543 Vernal Avenue 
Fremont, CA  94539  

Tuesday, June 9, 2020 

City of Fremont 
Mayor Lily Mei 
3300 Capitol Avenue 
Fremont, CA  94538 

Subject: Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting ‐ Comments on Proposed Fremont Budget 

Dear Mayor Mei, 

As a native to Fremont, CA for nearly 60 years, I am writing to express my deep concern about the city’s proposed 2020‐2021 
budget.  This is a time where you can stand up and make a difference in our community.  The proposed 48% allotment for the 
Fremont Police Department is unwarranted and alarming.   The general fund is designed for the people’s services as a whole, not for 
the funding of one particular entity.  As a voter in this community I would like to see more emphasis on Affordable Housing, 
Education, Social Services, Parks / Open Space and Climate Change Adaptation.  

As you know, today we have the opportunity to make massive changes in Fremont’s police funding and show the nation that we 
honor all our citizen services and support them equally.   

Here are three examples of how I am asking you to make a difference today, June 9, 2020 

1. Review and re‐allocate police funding towards Affordable Housing, Education, Social Services and Parks.

2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID‐19 shortfalls.

3. Defund the East/West connector proposal from Decoto to Mission Blvd. and use the design cost and funds for parks
and open space. 

I am certain you are well aware that  Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding by $150 million, San 
Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used towards reparations to Black communities, and 
Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police 
departments.  

This is your time to shape and invest in a safe, modern future for Fremont. 

I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future and I hope you will give consideration to my concerns. 
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Kind Regards,  

Kathleen Wade 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Clayton Mapelli 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 1:46 PM citycouncil; 
Lily Mei; cof
The Time is Now

To The City of Fremont, CA - 

My name is Clayton Mapelli, and I grew up in Fremont. I attended Brookvale Elementary, Thornton Jr. High 
School, and graduated from American High School. In the past, I have served-and-supported my community 
by volunteer coaching at after-school soccer programs through FYSC, and I worked at Fremont’s Trader Joe’s 
for nearly 3 years. 

I am writing to promote the discussion and execution of the defunding of Fremont PD. I write in support of the 
Black Lives Matter movement, and I write against the All Lives Matter argument. As a community and an 
intertwined world, we must recognize that the United States and all cities in it, have failed to practice true 
equality and be unbiased towards black people and people of color, through and through. We have failed to 
deny the police access to military-callabour weapons and means of force. We have failed to properly train a 
police officer. We have failed, as people of the world and as The City of Fremont, to acknowledge AND correct 
the racial injustices that are very much real, within society.  

There are many times in this letter in which I will be talking in terms of “the world;” however, The City of 
Fremont is not exclusion. We should all be checking our levels of humanity, peace, and the meaning of true 
equality through this time and should be having THIS discussion:  

Whether The Fremont City Council will take lightly to the fact of it or not, the police should be abolished. Given 
that my instincts tell me that this is not even a discussion you people are willing to have, let’s encourage this 
discussion as a START towards the abolition of the police.  

The abolition of police is not something that is meant to be a one-button-push-start solution. I am talking about 
a gradual relocation of funds, as they would be taken away from the police and put towards community-based 
models of safety, support, and prevention. If the City of Fremont really believes in its high-levels of community 
and camaraderie amongst its citizens, then that community is enough. Rather than having strangers protected 
by a badge and a gun responding to a crisis, the citizens that actually know this community should be 
responding to such a crisis as they actually understand the community. The citizens are the quilt to this 
community.  
There is a lot of vocalization about other topics such as new roads, being environmentally conscious, and 
building or not building new infrastructures, but in this time of real, honest, human discussion, it is not the time 
to pipe down. 

The police are too involved, and we, as a society, have put too much in their control. And, by doing so, we fund 
them, more, giving them access to more heavily-armed means of force.  
I see neighborhood watch signs all over Fremont, but it does not mean what it could actually be: a civilian-
based surveillance group and actually receives funding! No funding to organize these neighborhoods 
appropriately to be their own neighborhood watch defeats the purpose.       

It is time we ALL do our homework on the origin of policing and learn the racist-underbelly of their entire 
agenda.  

George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Ahmaud Arbery’s murders may not have happened in Fremont, but over 
the past few weeks, the Black Lives Matter movement and efforts to defund the police have brought awareness 
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to an obvious need for change. The defunding of police and a need for longer, more extensive police training 
that requires psychological racial-bias evaluations is a good place to start.  
 
We have a fear of being targeted for speaking our mind, and there lies another basic problem - the overuse of 
force in this city and this country has become so militarized that it is a fear tactic.  
 
Change is really hard and it takes a long time; however, to be complicit with a broken system and a poor use of 
funds that should be used more for school, parks, and medical staff is worse than acknowledging that maybe 
we have believed in the wrong structures for a very long time.  
 
Changing your mind is the strength in all of this to create the change The City of Fremont needs to discuss. Do 
not demonize the fact that we, as a society, have been wrong to trust the police or even allow them to exist as 
a profession. 
 
Regards,  
Clayton Mapelli 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Eric Cheng 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 2:39 PM
citycouncil
Public Comment for Upcoming City Council Meeting (6/9/20)

My name is Eric Cheng and I've lived in Fremont my whole life. I graduated from Mission San Jose High School in 2018, 
and I'm now attending UC Berkeley.  

I am calling for the defund of the Fremont Police Department. I am thoroughly disappointed to learn that 48% of our city 
budget is going to the police and relatively nothing going to education, public housing, public services, human services, 
etc. The Fremont PD are 12.9x more likely to use deadly force on a Black person than a White person. Why have a "cure" 
(that discriminates and kills Black folx) for a problem rather than preventing that problem from arising in the first place? 

Fremont is facing a growing homeless population problem. And what do you do? You invest in the police?? This is stated 
on your website: "Homelessness is a complex societal issue created by factors including lack of affordable housing, 
mental illness, and substance abuse, among others." So why don't you put more funds into those areas instead of 
criminalizing homelessness and sending in cops to make arrests. Do the right thing. It's logical. Black Lives Matter. 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Yvonne Lin
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 2:09 PM
citycouncil
6/9 Special Meeting Public Comment - Agenda Item 5A

This is a public comment on agenda item 5A in today's city council meeting.  

As a voter in Fremont, I urge you to reconsider the proposed operating budget for the fiscal year 2020‐2021. $320 
million dollars, or 48% of the current proposed budget total, goes to the Fremont Police Department. This is a $3 million 
dollar increase from last year. These funds need to be diverted from the police to other social services, such as 
independently operated first responder teams, crisis interventionists, and social workers. Police forces around the 
nation have demonstrated their inability to overcome training that primes them to respond to situations with violence 
and escalation, and Fremont PD does not differ in basic training or ideology. At this time, everyone in the world is facing 
increased economic uncertainty because of the pandemic. City funds should be used for more robust community 
services to help our most vulnerable populations. The City of Minneapolis shows us that we can imagine and demand a 
city without police. Thank you very much.  
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Clayton Mapelli 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 1:46 PM citycouncil; 
Lily Mei; cof
The Time is Now

To The City of Fremont, CA - 

My name is Clayton Mapelli, and I grew up in Fremont. I attended Brookvale Elementary, Thornton Jr. High 
School, and graduated from American High School. In the past, I have served-and-supported my community 
by volunteer coaching at after-school soccer programs through FYSC, and I worked at Fremont’s Trader Joe’s 
for nearly 3 years. 

I am writing to promote the discussion and execution of the defunding of Fremont PD. I write in support of the 
Black Lives Matter movement, and I write against the All Lives Matter argument. As a community and an 
intertwined world, we must recognize that the United States and all cities in it, have failed to practice true 
equality and be unbiased towards black people and people of color, through and through. We have failed to 
deny the police access to military-callabour weapons and means of force. We have failed to properly train a 
police officer. We have failed, as people of the world and as The City of Fremont, to acknowledge AND correct 
the racial injustices that are very much real, within society.  

There are many times in this letter in which I will be talking in terms of “the world;” however, The City of 
Fremont is not exclusion. We should all be checking our levels of humanity, peace, and the meaning of true 
equality through this time and should be having THIS discussion:  

Whether The Fremont City Council will take lightly to the fact of it or not, the police should be abolished. Given 
that my instincts tell me that this is not even a discussion you people are willing to have, let’s encourage this 
discussion as a START towards the abolition of the police.  

The abolition of police is not something that is meant to be a one-button-push-start solution. I am talking about 
a gradual relocation of funds, as they would be taken away from the police and put towards community-based 
models of safety, support, and prevention. If the City of Fremont really believes in its high-levels of community 
and camaraderie amongst its citizens, then that community is enough. Rather than having strangers protected 
by a badge and a gun responding to a crisis, the citizens that actually know this community should be 
responding to such a crisis as they actually understand the community. The citizens are the quilt to this 
community.  
There is a lot of vocalization about other topics such as new roads, being environmentally conscious, and 
building or not building new infrastructures, but in this time of real, honest, human discussion, it is not the time 
to pipe down. 

The police are too involved, and we, as a society, have put too much in their control. And, by doing so, we fund 
them, more, giving them access to more heavily-armed means of force.  
I see neighborhood watch signs all over Fremont, but it does not mean what it could actually be: a civilian-
based surveillance group and actually receives funding! No funding to organize these neighborhoods 
appropriately to be their own neighborhood watch defeats the purpose.       

It is time we ALL do our homework on the origin of policing and learn the racist-underbelly of their entire 
agenda.  

George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Ahmaud Arbery’s murders may not have happened in Fremont, but over 
the past few weeks, the Black Lives Matter movement and efforts to defund the police have brought awareness 
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to an obvious need for change. The defunding of police and a need for longer, more extensive police training 
that requires psychological racial-bias evaluations is a good place to start.  

We have a fear of being targeted for speaking our mind, and there lies another basic problem - the overuse of 
force in this city and this country has become so militarized that it is a fear tactic.  

Change is really hard and it takes a long time; however, to be complicit with a broken system and a poor use of 
funds that should be used more for school, parks, and medical staff is worse than acknowledging that maybe 
we have believed in the wrong structures for a very long time.  

Changing your mind is the strength in all of this to create the change The City of Fremont needs to discuss. Do 
not demonize the fact that we, as a society, have been wrong to trust the police or even allow them to exist as 
a profession. 

Regards,  
Clayton Mapelli 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Kathleen Wade 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 1:36 PM
Lily Mei; CClerk
Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting- Comments on Proposed Fremont Budget 
Fremont 20-21 Budget_mei.docx

Kathleen M. Wade 
1543 Vernal Avenue 
Fremont, CA  94539 
kathleenmariewade@gmail.com 

Tuesday, June 9, 2020 

City of Fremont 
Mayor Lily Mei 
3300 Capitol Avenue 
Fremont, CA  94538 

Subject: Agenda Item 5(A) for 06/09/20 City Council Meeting ‐ Comments on Proposed Fremont Budget 

Dear Mayor Mei, 

As a native to Fremont, CA for nearly 60 years, I am writing to express my deep concern about the city’s proposed 2020‐2021 
budget.  This is a time where you can stand up and make a difference in our community.  The proposed 48% allotment for the 
Fremont Police Department is unwarranted and alarming.   The general fund is designed for the people’s services as a whole, not for 
the funding of one particular entity.  As a voter in this community I would like to see more emphasis on Affordable Housing, 
Education, Social Services, Parks / Open Space and Climate Change Adaptation.  

As you know, today we have the opportunity to make massive changes in Fremont’s police funding and show the nation that we 
honor all our citizen services and support them equally.   

Here are three examples of how I am asking you to make a difference today, June 9, 2020 

1. Review and re‐allocate police funding towards Affordable Housing, Education, Social Services and Parks.

2. Propose and vote for a cut from FPD’s budget as the city responds to projected COVID‐19 shortfalls.

3. Defund the East/West connector proposal from Decoto to Mission Blvd. and use the design cost and funds for parks
and open space. 

I am certain you are well aware that  Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has committed to cutting LAPD funding by $150 million, San 
Francisco Mayor London Breed committed to reallocating police funding to be used towards reparations to Black communities, and 
Council Members in Minneapolis and New York City have vowed to break apart and redistribute funding away from their police 
departments.  

This is your time to shape and invest in a safe, modern future for Fremont. 

I am deeply invested in Fremont's present and future and I hope you will give consideration to my concerns. 
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Kind Regards,  

Kathleen Wade 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Juhi Gupta 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 1:22 PM
CClerk; Teresa Keng; Vinnie Bacon; Lily Mei; Jenny Kassan; Yang Shao; Rick Jones - Councilmember; 
Raj Salwan
Today's city council budget meeting

Hello, my name is Juhi Gupta, a Fremont resident, and I'm calling to urge you to vote NO on the current budget 
proposal, defund the Fremont police department, reduce the scope of police duties, and use our taxpayer money for 
programs that actually improve the lives of Fremont residents. 

The budget proposal includes adding 3 full time policing staff, allocating about 44% of the general fund to the police, 
giving police an additional $4.8 million out of the general fund, while city revenue drops by 4%. We urge you instead to 
defund the police & invest in the community. This means that the scope of policing would be reduced, and while there 
would still be officers, the police would no longer be tasked with things they were never meant to do such as be mental 
health counselors or deal with drug addiction. Instead systems which solve the roots of these issues would be funded. 
To adequately give time for redistributing the budget, we ask that you delay a vote on the budget. We urge this because:

Police get 44% of the general fund: I ask you, why are the police entitled to that much? Nothing else gets nearly that 
much. Human services gets 2%. In fact, the police syphoning off all that money makes our community worse because 
there is less or no funding for other beneficial services. Instead of giving 44% of our general fund to the police 
department we could build up our community, and do amazing things like build permanently affordable housing, give 
grants to worker co‐ops starting here in Fremont. 

Thanks, 
Juhi 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Anand Kuchibotla 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 1:08 PM
citycouncil
Public Comment for Upcoming City Council Meeting 06/09/2020

Hello Counsel, 

My family has resided in Fremont for over 20 years now. In the wake of the George Floyd protests, I took a critical look 
into Fremont's budgetary practices and saw that we allocated a whopping 48% of it towards policing the community. 
Studies also show that officers are almost 13x more likely to use deadly force against a Black person than a White person 
in our city. I find this to be unacceptable. 

I cannot speak as to specific plans, but would generally like to see funding reallocated from the police into our 
community. As of 2019, Fremont had the third most homeless people in Alameda County, with a 27% increase since 
2017. Lily Mei has expressed a desire to invest into the homeless community and this is a good opportunity to make 
good on that promise. While Fremont does have affordable housing options, the eligibility criteria makes it difficult for 
those in need who are just above the line. I'd love to see funds going towards addressing that issue, whatever that might 
mean. 

I'm sure there are plenty of other initiatives that are underfunded as well, given that only $4M goes towards human and 
social services, only $1.5M goes towards affordable housing (pitifully low, especially in a town like Fremont), and $95M 
goes towards the police. This allocation of funds is unacceptable and is not reflective of the kind of city I want my kids to 
grow up in. Reduce Fremont PD's funds and focus on building the community from the context of proactive care, rather 
than the reactive use of force. 

Thank you for your time. 



9

Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Francesco Dalla Ricca 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 1:02 PM
Lily Mei
Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; citycouncil; Jenny Kassan; Raj Salwan; Teresa Keng; Yang 
Shao; CClerk
Demands on Fremont's city budget

Hello, 

Today the city council will vote on a budget for the city of Fremont. In light of recent events regarding police brutality, I 
demand that the council delay the vote, invest in the community, decrease the police budget, and increase transparency 
around police misconduct. This issue is important to me and I hope that you support these demands so that I would vote 
for you in the next election. 

Cheers, 
Francesco 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Charlotte Bruggeman 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 12:53 PM
citycouncil
Public Comment for the Upcoming City Council Meeting 6/09/2020

To whom it may concern, 

My name is Charlotte Bruggeman and my family and I have resided in Fremont for 20 years. As a member of this 
community, I am strongly opposed to Fremont's proposal to allocate 48% of the city budget on policing, a number 
which indicates a $5 million increase from last year. I stand alongside other residents of Fremont in demanding a 
decrease in funding for the police department and a reallocation towards community services, especially those that 
support and uplift your Black constituents (such as social services, human services, affordable housing). If existing 
contracts regarding police funding cannot be discontinued at this moment, we demand a written commitment to ending 
all such contracts once they expire.  

It is unacceptable that a mere $4 million or approximately 2% of the city budget go towards funding human and social 
services while $95 million go towards police funding, especially when the Fremont Police Department is 12.9 times as 
likely to use deadly force on a Black person than a White person. The excessive funding of this department with a poor 
track record should instead be invested in community initiatives. Mayor Lily Mei has claimed to be dedicated to 
addressing homelessness in our city, but has taken little initiative. This is an opportunity for her to follow through on 
her commitment and let Fremont lead by example in the future.  

If you cannot commit to decreasing the police budget today, I urge the council to delay the vote by at least three weeks,
commit in writing to decreasing the police budget, and listen to our demands to decrease the police budget and 
reinvest in community initiatives. 

I stand with the Black community of Fremont and urge the city council to represent the best interests of its entire 
community. 

Regards, 
Charlotte Bruggeman 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Sabrina Chang Liao 
Saturday, June 6, 2020 3:05 PM
Lily Mei; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Vinnie Bacon; Raj Salwan; Teresa Keng; Jenny Kassan; Yang 
Shao; cof; Police Chief
Defunding Fremont PD and Improving the City

To Mayor Mei, the Fremont City Council, Fremont City Manager, and Fremont Police Chief: 

My name is Sabrina Chang, and I am a resident of Fremont. I am writing to demand that the City Council adopts a 
People’s Budget that prioritizes community wellbeing and redirects funding away from the police. 

This past week, our nation has been gripped by protests calling for a rapid and meaningful reconsideration of the role of 
policing in communities as well as an end to racism and anti‐Blackness in America. The Bay Area has been at the 
forefront of much of this action. Accordingly, it has come to my attention that the budget for 2021 is being decided as 
these protests continue. 

Fremont PD has been a waste of our resources. Last year, the Fremont PD budget was $93,307,000, almost all of which 
comes from the Fremont general fund. This means Fremont PD cost us taxpayers almost 3 times as much as was spent 
on public street, facilities, and park maintenance, and human services combined. Fremont's projected 2020‐21 budget 
appears to be heading in an extraordinarily similar direction. 

While we've been spending astonishing amounts of money on policing, we have not seen improvements to safety, 
homelessness, mental health, or affordability in our city. Instead, I see the wasteful and harmful actions of our police. 

I join the calls of those across the country to defund the police. I demand a budget that adequately and effectively meets 
the needs of at‐risk Fremont residents during this trying and uncertain time, when livelihoods are on the line. I call on 
you to slash the Fremont PD budget and instead meaningfully reallocate funds towards social programs and resources 
that support housing, jobs, education, health care, child care, and other critical community needs. We demand a budget 
that supports community wellbeing, rather than empowers the police forces that tear them apart. 

As the City Council, the budget proposal is in your hands. It is your duty to represent your constituents. I am urging you 
to completely revise the budget for the 2020‐2021 fiscal year. 

We can be a beacon for other cities to follow if only we have the courage to change. 

Sincerely, 

Sabrina Chang 
sabrinacl@ymail.com 
(510)857‐6879 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Hayes Shair 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 4:25 PM
Vinnie Bacon; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Lily Mei; CClerk; Mark Danaj; Yang Shao; Raj Salwan; 
Jenny Kassan; Teresa Keng
Public Comment - Redirect Police Priorities in Budgetary Considerations

Dear Fremont City Councilmembers, 

My name is Hayes Shair and I live in Sundale of Fremont.  I am submitting this comment in regards to the proposed City 
Budget for 2020/2021 and am requesting that the City Council continue this item to allow a deeper discussion on the 
role of Police within our City, and thus within the larger budget allocation. 

I believe that Chief Peterson is doing a good job and the individual sworn officers that I have personally met have been 
nothing short of professional and courteous.  Nevertheless,  I am also a model minority and enjoy a degree of privilege.  I 
have no doubt that our own Police department does not compare to that of Minneapolis, but there is a difference 
between the conduct of our individual officers and the larger institution of "Policing" that forces us to re‐examine our 
priorities. 

The events of the past weeks involving extreme examples of police brutality have shown a spotlight on whether 
militaristic gear and increasing the number of officers directly impacts community safety.   

Are we asking our officers to do too much?  Why are highly trained law enforcement personnel to responding to 
nuisance calls, hassle the unhoused, or even conducting routine traffic stops?  There is certainly a role for appropriate 
use of force, and the budgetary emphasis should be scaled to the frequency with which those emergencies occur.   

We will always have a need for rapid response teams and investigative units ‐ I'm not advocating abolishing those 
services.  However, I am convinced we can re‐invent the concept of community policing by shifting greater resources to 
Community Service Officers, drug counselors, rehabilitation resources, and reinvestment into the community. 

Thank you. 

Hayes Shair 
(pronouns: he/him/his) 



2

Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Roberta Ryan 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 4:23 PM
citycouncil; CClerk
Public Comment for the Upcoming City Council Meeting 06/09/20

My name is Roberta Ryan, and I am a resident of Fremont. I’m urging Fremont city council members to vote NO on the 
current budget proposal, defund the Fremont police department, reduce the scope of police duties, and use our 
taxpayer money for programs that actually improve the lives of Fremont residents. 

As an advocate for housing justice and tenants' rights in Fremont for the past several years through the RISE Coalition, I 
have seen past councils FAIL to adopt rent control policies that would allow residents to stay in their homes. Since 2017, 
homelessness has been on the rise. No coincidence. During the fight for the housing navigation center, I witnessed 
swarms of Fremont residents use racially coded language to perpetuate fear against the unhoused members of our 
community. The same racially coded language that landlords used against "bad tenants." How they don't want Fremont 
to turn into Oakland. This is all coded language rooted in the fear of black people and black presence in our community. 

Fremont is 3% black and has never exceeded that number since its inception. How are we making the Fremont 
community welcome to black people? How are you all addressing racism in the city you all govern and lead? While black 
people may not live in Fremont at high numbers, many black people work in places like Tesla. Mayor Lily Mei, you stood 
by Elon Musk to push for Tesla's reopening, and we are now hearing of workers testing positive for COVID. Again, HOW 
are we making Fremont a safe and welcoming community for black people, black workers, and black youth? At the 
Renegade Feedings protest this past Saturday, I heard a young black woman cry out about the racism she experienced at 
Irvington High School.   

I am standing with black leaders and organizers on the ground ACROSS THE NATION and calling for the defunding of the 
Fremont police department and the meaningful reallocation of those funds to social programs and resources that 
support housing, jobs, workplace safety, education, health care, child care, and other critical community needs. We 
demand a budget that supports community wellbeing, rather than hire more police staff that build fear and division in 
the community. 44% of the general fund is TOO MUCH. We are in a public health crisis, and police are NOT the first 
responders our community needs to deal with housing insecurity, domestic violence, and even crime. We need to look 
at the reasons people are commiting crime in the first place and be aggressive about ensuring that the needs of every 
Fremont resident and worker are met.  

As you all determine the 2020‐2021 budget, I urge you all to consider the needs of the most impacted and marginalized 
community members: black and brown families, low income households, single parent homes, undocumented families, 
the unhoused community. I ask you to consider black people. To adequately give time for redistributing the budget, we 
demand that you delay a vote on the budget.   

Thank you. 

Roberta Ryan 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jessica Xu 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 4:20 PM
citycouncil
Public Comment for the Upcoming City Council Meeting 6/9/20

Dear Mayor Mei and Fremont Councilmembers,  

My name is Jessica Xu, and I am a senior at Mission San Jose High School. I was born in and grew up in Fremont. 

According to publicly available budgets, for the past four years, Fremont has spent more money  —  upwards of $90 
million — on the police than any other department. Details on how this money is spent are not readily accessible. 
Almost half of the city's budget goes to the police, while homeless people and minorities in Fremont still struggle to get 
by, and school programs are vastly underfunded. In every year that I've been in high school, each school department and 
sports team has had to resort to asking for donations just so they can function.  

Meanwhile, 36% of the people killed or seriously injured by the police have been black, but only 4% of Fremont's 
population is black [1]. The same dataset shows that in Fremont from 2016‐18, a black person was "12.9x as likely and a 
Latinx person was 3.3x as likely to have deadly force used on them than a White person." This is absolutely 
unacceptable, and swift measures must be implemented to prevent this in the future.  

Further, the Fremont Police Department's destruction of police misconduct records in 2018 [2] makes the $95 million 
that it received even more questionable. I am calling for a decrease in funding for the Fremont PD and for the funding to 
be reinvested in community services, such as social services and affordable housing, that support minorities.  

If it is not possible to reduce funding for the police department, I urge you to delay the vote on the budget by at least 
three weeks so that the city council has more time to listen to the concerns of its constituents.  

Sincerely, 
Jessica Xu 

1. “California Police Scorecard.” CA Police Scorecard, Campaign Zero, policescorecard.org/?city=fremont.
2. "Fremont Destroyed Decades of Police Misconduct Records Shortly Before Transparency Law Took Effect." Darwin
BondGraham, KQED, https://www.kqed.org/news/11733744/fremont‐destroyed‐decades‐of‐police‐misconduct‐records‐
shortly‐before‐transparency‐law‐took‐effect.  
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nina Chan 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 4:19 PM
Lily Mei
Delay approval of the proposed budget

Good Evening Mayor and Councilmembers, 

My name is Nina Chan and I am a Fremont resident, residing in Glenmoor. I believe our public safety and well‐being 
increases when we invest in our community. Therefore, I am asking that you vote no on the current 2020/2021 budget 
proposal, which allocates a disproportionate percentage to the police. 

Please allow adequate time to redistribute the budget, so that more resources go toward the human services and public 
works that improve the lives of Fremont residents. 

Thank you, 
Nina Chan 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Neeha Kotte 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 3:55 PM
citycouncil
Public Comment for the Upcoming City Council Meeting 6/09/20

Hello,  

My name is Neeha; I am a former resident of Fremont (20+ years) and attended local public schools, including Mission 
San Jose High School.  

Today, we demand a decrease in funding for the police department. We demand this funding instead be reallocated to 
investing in community services, especially those that support and uplift your Black constituents, such as social services, 
healthcare, and affordable housing. If existing contracts regarding police funding cannot be discontinued now, we 
demand a written commitment to ending all such contracts once they expire.   

If you cannot commit to decreasing the police budget today, we urge you to delay the vote on the budget by at least 
three weeks so that the council can spend more time listening to Fremont constituents and our demands.  

Signed,  
Neeha  

4M 
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Priya Talreja 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 3:53 PM
citycouncil
Public Comment: Council Meeting 6/9 Agenda Item 5a

I have recently reviewed information about the conduct of the Fremont Police Department. I learned that decades of 
police misconduct records were destroyed months before new transparency laws took affect. I also learned that 
Fremont Police Union gifted District Attorney DA O'Malley $10,000 before she cleared them for shooting a pregnant 
teenager. I believe that the conduct of the Fremont PD is corrupt and unacceptable.  

In the 2019‐2020 fiscal year, only 3% of the total budget was allocated towards affordable housing, social services, and 
human services (0.8%, 0.3%, 1.9% respectively), while 42.3% was spent on the Fremont Police Department, which is an 
unreasonable distribution of our taxpayer dollars.  

Today, I am demanding that the council members pledge to dissolve the police union (MUO) contracts after they expire 
and gradually redirect the budget of the Fremont PD into social service programs that support community‐based 
emergency response programs as well as affordable housing, rehabilitation programs, more guidance counselors and 
school psychologists, increased access to mental health resources, health care, child care, family planning, and other 
community needs.  

I also demand that the budget is re‐evaluated every 3‐6 months and detailed expenditure reports are made more 
transparent and easily accessible to the public.  
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Alberto Quintanilla

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Jessica Fian 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 3:53 PM
Teresa Keng; CClerk; Rick Jones - Councilmember; Jenny Kassan; Lily Mei; Raj Salwan; Vinnie Bacon; 
Yang Shao
PLEASE vote NO on the budget proposal

Hello, my name is Jessica Fian and I’m a Fremont resident. I am emailing you to urge you to vote NO 
on the current budget proposal, defund the Fremont police department, reduce the scope of police 
duties, and use our taxpayer money for programs that actually improve the lives of Fremont 
residents. PLEASE. 
The budget proposal includes adding 3 full time policing staff, allocating about 44% of the general 
fund to the police, giving police an additional $4.8 million out of the general fund, while city revenue 
drops by 4%. We urge you instead to defund the police & invest in the community. This means that 
the scope of policing would be reduced, and while there would still be officers, the police would no 
longer be tasked with things they were never meant to do such as be mental health counselors or 
deal with drug addiction. Instead systems which solve the roots of these issues would be funded. To 
adequately give time for redistributing the budget, we ask that you delay a vote on the budget. We 
urge this because: 

             Choose 1 Framing the problem: 
 Policing is racist: Even if individual officers don’t have racist

intentions, the outcomes of the system they work under are racist across the board. To cite one 
example, after looking through 20 million traffic stops researchers found that blacks are almost twice 
as likely to be pulled over as whites — even though whites drive more on average. Just by getting in 
a car, a black driver has about twice the odds of being pulled over, and about four times the odds of 
being searched. Additionally, Hispanic drivers are much more likely than Whites to be searched.* 

 Policing does not correlate with safety: Studies show that more
police do not make our communities safer. In fact there is no strong correlation between the number 
of cops and community safety, especially for black brown and indigenous people. Additionally, police 
have a tendency to brutalize people from reporters arrested on air, a man shoved to the ground and 
bleeding from his skull in Buffalo, to pepper balls shot into a crowd here in Fremont. This is not one 
bad apple, rather it is a systemic problem. When a system is broken, we must change it, even if 
some of the participants in that system are well intentioned.  

   Framing the solutions: 
 Police get 44% of the general fund: I ask you, why are the police entitled to that much? Nothing

else gets nearly that much. Human services gets 2%. Infact, the police syphoning off all that
money makes our community worse because there is less or no funding for other beneficial
services. Instead of giving 44% of our general fund to the police department we could build up our
community, and do amazing things like build permanently affordable housing, give grants to worker
co-ops starting here in Fremont.

            Ending- transformative change is needed: 
 Do not retreat behind reformism. The Fremont police have shown themselves to not be

trustworthy. Before SB 1421, making previously confidential police records public, was signed into
law, the Fremont police destroyed decades of files. We cannot reasonably trust our police
department, and this action shows that they will go to obscene lengths to skirt the rules, even when
laws that attempt to rein in the police department are passed. Things like body cameras, bans on
certain practices and additional training distribute more of our tax dollars to the police, while being
ineffective. Body cams are often off, and even when on they do not significantly change outcomes.
Bias training has been shown to be ineffective across the board, and people like Eric Garner have
died from choke holds despite bans on the practice. As such, the only holistic solution to keep our
communities safe is the defunding of the police. We need radically different solutions to community
safety, like those we’re seeing take form in Minneapolis.

   Thank you for hearing us, 

 Jessica Fian 




