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August 22, 2022

The Honorable Rebecca Bauer-Kahan
California State Assembly

1021 O Street, Suite 6320
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Mental health: 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline
Letter of Support — City of Fremont

Dear Assembly Member Bauer-Kahan:

On behalf of the City of Fremont, | write to express my strong support for your bill, AB 988, which would
enact the Miles Hall Lifeline and Suicide Prevention Act and provide critical ongoing funding for
behavioral health emergency lines and related emergency response throughout California.

As you know, in 2019, the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline (NSLP) Network received nearly 2.3
million crisis calls from across the United States and 290,619 of those calls were from California. Of
those 199,192 were connected to crisis centers in the state. Since 2016, California Lifeline call volume
has increased 60% and this is expected to rise even higher. As such, it is more important now than
ever before that California establish an ongoing funding source for 988 hotlines to ensure that our
residents experiencing behavioral health crises have access to the help they deserve.

The cost of maintaining 988 in California — at $0.08 per access line per month and, for years beginning
January 1, 2025, at an amount based on a specific formula, but no greater than $0.30 per access line
per month — is a small price to pay for the necessary services that all Californian’s would have access
to as a product of this bill and the national implementation of 988.

| thank you for your dedicated work on this important bill and am pleased to support AB 988.

Sincerely,

4

Lily Mei
Mayor of Fremont
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