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Dear Speaker Pelosi, Leader McCarthy, Leader Schumer, and Leader McConnell: 

The City of Fremont calls on Congress to pass the bipartisan Afghan Adjustment Act (H.R. 8685/S. 4787). This 

bill will streamline the immigration process for Afghans seeking residency in the United States and fulfill the U.S. 

responsibility to help those whose lives are jeopardized by the Taliban regime. 

Following the United States' swift departure from Afghanistan after twenty years of military operations, many left 

without time to apply through the standard visa process. Now, the Taliban regime has remade Afghanistan's political 

and social environment, making any potential return untenable for those who have fled.  Afghans in the United 

States are without a clear legal pathway to residency that reflects the extraordinary circumstances of their arrival. 

The Afghan Adjustment Act provides a clear legal residency pathway for Afghans who arrived in the United States 

due to the U.S. departure and subsequent Taliban takeover. Today, many Afghans reside under temporary status 

without legal certainty, jeopardizing their financial and emotional well-being. The act will establish a new process 

for certain Afghans to apply for permanent status after being granted one year of parole in the United States. This 

new process reflects the current political and humanitarian reality by allowing Afghans to apply for permanent status 

instead of relying on the asylum and Special Immigrant Visas for Afghans (SIV) processes that have significant 

backlogs.  

The City of Fremont is home to the largest Afghan population in the United States and has seen the challenges facing 

Afghan refugees firsthand. The City strongly believes that we must have a fair immigration system that recognizes 

the urgent needs of those suffering from extraordinary circumstances. Congress has previously enacted similar 

legislation to assist those fleeing conflict and disaster. We believe that Congress should quickly pass the Afghan 

Adjustment Act to deliver needed relief to Afghan refugees in the United States. 

Fremont stands with our Afghan partners and those who fled in search of a better life. We welcome the opportunity 

to work with our Congressional partners to ensure its passage and is signed into law by the President. 

Sincerely, 

 

Lily Mei 

Mayor, City of Fremont 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi  
Speaker  
U.S. House of Representatives 
H-230 U.S. Capitol 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy  
Minority Leader  
U.S. House of Representatives 
2468 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Chuck Schumer 
Majority Leader   
U.S. Senate 
322 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Minority Leader  
U.S. Senate 
317 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
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