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May 29, 2024

The Honorable Mia Bonta

Chair, Assembly Health Committee
1020 N Street, Suite 390
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Chair Bonta,

On behalf of the City of Fremont, | write to express my support for SB 402 (Wahab), which would
allow for appropriately trained and specifically designated individuals to initiate involuntary
detention.

SB 402 has three primary provisions that will fundamentally help address the increasing need for
professionals who can help those in a behavioral health crisis:

1. Clarifies “licensed mental health professionals (LMHP),” as defined, are authorized to
initiate involuntary detentions for those who are found to be a danger to self or others, or
gravely disabled, when designated by a county behavioral health director.

2. Specifies that an LMHP does not need to be employed by, or contracted with, a county to
be eligible for designation.

3. Defines LMHP as a psychiatrist, psychologist, licensed clinical social worker, licensed
marriage and family therapist, or a licensed professional clinical counselor who has
completed all required supervised clinical experience.

Based on workforce data, currently, licensed mental health professionals (LMHPs) are
significantly limited in providing support to vulnerable populations.

This bill will help address the situation described above by ensuring appropriately trained
professionals can respond to these dire situations while also reducing the burden on law
enforcement, enhancing overall community safety.

This is a commonsense bill that our city is pleased to support, and respectfully urge your AYE
vote.”

Sincerely,


http://www.fremont.gov/

Lily Mei

Mayor
City of Fremont

CC: Senator Aisha Wahab
Assembly Member Alex Lee
Members, Assembly Health Committee
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