
May 29, 2024 
 
The Honorable Aisha Wahab 
California State Senate 
1021 O Street, Suite 7330 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re: SB 982 (Wahab) Crimes: organized retail theft (As Amended: 3/5/2024) 
 Letter of Support – City of Fremont 
 
Dear Senator Wahab, 
 
On behalf of the City of Fremont, I write to express my support for your bill, SB 982, which would 
remove the sunset date on the provision of the law that criminalizes organized retail theft, thereby 
making the operation of the law permanent. 
 
As the intent of the legislation bill states, while we must always create pathways for restorative 
justice and rehabilitation, we must also hold people accountable as they violate the rights of 
others. With the rise of retail theft and robberies in our communities, I agree that we must provide 
prosecutors with the necessary tools to address the lawlessness that is threatening our quality of 
life 
 

In Fremont, like in many other cities, retail theft continues to be an issue of community concern, 

though our city has worked diligently to appropriately address these situations. Towards the end 

of 2023, the City of Fremont Police Department was awarded $2,453,958 in Organized Retail 

Theft (ORT) Prevention Grant funds. These funds will support deterrence and, response to 

organized retail theft and other crimes impacting our community, implementing a Real-Time 

Information Center (RTIC). The RTIC’s mission is to leverage integrated technologies to provide 

real-time information to responding officers, emphasizing detecting crime in real-time, increasing 

situational awareness, and overall officer and community safety. 

 

Thank you for your work, our city expresses our support for SB982. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lily Mei 
Mayor 
City of Fremont 
 
CC: Assembly Member Alex Lee 
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also more than that… our ORT detective, Community 
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