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April 3, 2025

The Honorable Nick Schultz
California State Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 5150
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 306 (Schultz) Building regulations: state building standards
City of Fremont OPPOSE UNLESS AMENDED

Dear Assemblymember Schultz,

I write to respectfully oppose Assembly Bill 306 (Schultz, Building regulations: state building standards), unless
amended as indicated in this letter.

We understand the gravity of the wildfire recovery and housing affordability challenges that the state faces. The
City of Fremont also strives to address the housing shortage by implementing the Housing Element of our General
Plan and streamlining the City processes involved with the development of new residential units.

Likewise, the City of Fremont shares California’s commitment to combating climate change. AB 1279 (2022)
places California on track for carbon neutrality by 2045 and Fremont adopted local policies and plans to meet that
goal. However, the state and local targets cannot be met without building code updates, including the triennial
statewide updates and local jurisdiction updates that are deemed to save energy and be cost-effective.

The goals of AB 306 can be accomplished without having unintended detrimental impacts on building costs,
public health and safety, and the environment. Since the intent of AB 306 is to increase the housing supply, there
is only a need to focus on new construction of residential units. Including existing residential units in the bill will
have negative consequences without contributing to the goal of AB 306 to address the housing shortage.

Innovative technologies reduce building costs, air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions, while enhancing
safety. Freezing building codes in place could stifle development and adoption of these essential technological
advancements. For example, LED lighting standards were incorporated into the 2013 and 2016 codes. If there
had been a pause on code updates at that time, as is proposed in AB 306, substantial reductions in costs and
climate-warming emissions would not have occurred.

Given our concerns, the City of Fremont requests the following amendments to AB 306:

1. New Residential Construction Only: The current AB 306 language applies to both existing residential
units and newly constructed residential units. Please see suggestions below:

Section 4, 17958.7
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“(c) Commencing June 1, 2025, until June 1, 2031, inclusive, the commission shall reject a modification
or change to any building standard affecting a new residential unit and filed by the governing body of a
city or county, unless one of the following conditions is met:”

2. Clearly state that the adoption of the 2025 State Building Code and the 2031 State Building Code
would not be impacted by this bill. Please see suggestions below:

Section 6, 18930

“(g) Commencing June 1, 2025, after the adoption of the 2025 State Building Code, until June 1, 2031,
inclusive, proposed building standards beyond the state 2025 code affecting new residential units shall not
be considered, approved, or adopted by the commission or any other adopting agency, unless any of the
following conditions is met:

(1) The commission deems those changes necessary as emergency standards to protect health and safety.
(2) The building standards relate to home hardening and are proposed for adoption by the Office of the
State Fire Marshal.

(3) The building standards are proposed for adoption in relation to standards researched pursuant to
Section 13108.5.2.

(4) The building standards are proposed for adoption pursuant to Sections 17921.9, 17921.11, or 18940.7
of this code, or Section 13558 of the Water Code.

(5) The building standards under consideration would not take effect until Jan 1, 2032.”

Californians are proud of our nation-leading economic and environmental records. Our decisions drive markets,
resulting in advanced technologies and lower costs. Ceding our leadership position by implementing a lengthy
hold on building code improvements could have extensive and lasting negative impacts on building costs and the
environment.

The City of Fremont encourages the California State Legislature to amend AB 306 as indicated in this letter to
address wildfire recovery and housing affordability, while also maintaining California’s technological and

environmental leadership.

Sincerely,

Raj Salwan
Mayor
City of Fremont

CcC: Senator Dr. Aisha Wahab
Assemblymember Alex Lee
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