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February 25, 2025

The Honorable Buffy Wicks The Honorable Christopher Cabaldon
California State Assembly California State Senate

1021 O Street, Suite 8140 1021 O Street, Suite 7320
Sacramento, CA 95814 Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 736 (Wicks) and SB 417 (Cabaldon): Housing Bond Proposals
Notice of Support if Amended

Dear Assembly Member Wicks and Senator Cabaldon,

On behalf of the City of Fremont, | write to express our support for your $10 billion statewide
housing bond proposals, SB 417 and AB 736, should they be amended to include additional
funding for the Local Housing Trust Fund (LHTF) Program.

The LHTF Program, administered by the Department of Housing and Community Development
(HCD), is a proven and effective model for leveraging state and local resources to advance
affordable and permanent supportive housing production. Since 2018, it has distributed $300
million, catalyzing the development of over half a billion dollars in housing statewide. The
program directly empowers regional housing trusts to drive housing solutions tailored to local
needs, making it one of the most impactful tools available for addressing California’s housing
crisis.

The LHTF Program was a key component of the last statewide housing bond, SB 3 (Beall, 2017),
which provided $300 million to support local and regional housing trusts. This funding has been
instrumental in leveraging additional resources, accelerating housing production, and ensuring that
projects reach completion. LHTF serves as a critical gap financing tool, providing the last
necessary funding to bring affordable housing projects from near completion to full operation.
Given its proven success, it is essential that future housing bond measures, including SB 417 and
AB 736, continue to invest in this effective program to maximize state and local housing resources.

LHTF funds have been a critical mechanism to finance affordable housing projects in Fremont.
These projects have provided stability and direct support to families experiencing homelessness
and housing insecurity. In recent years, the City of Fremont has received three LHTF awards
totaling $11.7 million. These LHTF funds have successfully leveraged approximately $55
million of additional local funds for three projects. The first project was developed, and now
provides housing to 79 low-income families. The two remaining projects will result in an
additional 350 affordable housing units. With the final Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA)
issued in 2024, the program is now nearly fully expended. Without a new round of funding,
California risks losing this vital tool for sustained housing production.

To ensure continuity, we respectfully request that any housing bond proposal, including SB 417
and AB 736, incorporate additional funding for the LHTF Program. This would prevent disruptions
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in affordable housing development and enable local governments to continue leveraging state
investments to meet our shared housing goals.

While we recognize ongoing concerns regarding housing element compliance, we believe that
continuing to support jurisdictions making good-faith efforts toward certification—rather than
broadly restricting access to housing funds—will be the most effective path toward increased
housing production. Incentivizing compliance while maintaining access to critical funding will
ensure that cities across California can continue to contribute to the state’s ambitious housing
goals.

We appreciate your leadership in advancing housing solutions and urge you to include dedicated
LHTF funding in SB 417 and AB 736. We look forward to working with you to strengthen
California’s housing infrastructure through continued state and local collaboration.

Sincerely,

Raj Salwan
Fremont Mayor

cc: Senator Aisha Wahab, Chair, Senate Housing Committee
Assembly Member Alex Lee
Assembly Member Jesse Gabriel, Chair, Assembly Budget Committee
Senator Scott Wiener, Chair, Senate Budget Committee
Assembly Member Matt Haney, Chair, Assembly Housing and Community Development
Committee
Allison Hughes, Chief Consultant, Senate Housing Committee
Lisa Engel, Chief Consultant, Assembly Housing and Community Development
Committee
Katie Kolitsos, Policy Consultant, Office of Assembly Speaker Rivas
Misa Lenox, Principal Consultant, Office of Senate Speaker Pro Tem McGuire
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