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June 5, 2025 

The Honorable Anna Caballero 

Chair, Senate Appropriations Committee 
California State Senate 

1021 O Street, Suite 7620 

Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

RE:  SB 496 (Hurtado): Advanced Clean Fleets Reform 

 Notice of Support 

Dear Chair Caballero:  

For over a decade, the City of Fremont has made significant progress in promoting clean energy and 

environment through the implementation of various initiatives. Notably, in October 2023, the Fremont City 

Council adopted Fremont’s updated Climate Action Plan (CAP), Climate Ready Fremont, which provided 
local greenhouse gas (GHG) emission reduction and climate adaptation measures through 2030. In 2018, 

Fremont reported approximately 1.2 million MTCO2e in GHG emissions, a 24 percent decrease from 2005. 

On-road transportation contributes to a bulk of Fremont’s GHG emissions, with passenger and commercial 
vehicles making up 35 percent and 28 percent of total GHG emissions, respectively.   

The state’s Advanced Clean Fleets (ACF) program has been pivotal in directing a transition toward zero-

emission medium-and-heavy duty vehicles.  However, greater flexibility of the program and its scope is 
necessary to better incentivize that transition. On behalf of the City of Fremont, I write to support Senate 

Bill 496 (Hurtado, Advanced Clean Fleets Regulation: appeals advisory committee: exemptions). Among 

various provisions proposed in the bill, it would create an ACF Appeals Advisory Committee, expand 

existing ACF emergency vehicle exemptions, and provide some much needed and common-sense reforms 
for compliance. 

The ACF stipulates a comprehensive set of requirements for municipalities and fleet owners. Notably, the 

ACF’s transition toward zero-emission vehicles (ZEV) requires access to adequate utility infrastructure for 
alternative fueling such as EV charging, as well as access to ZEVs that operationally can deliver the full 

spectrum for important and highly specialized services that fleets provide. The ACF permits fleets to 

request exemptions that would grant compliance flexibility in situations that are beyond their control and 

prevent them from meeting the compliance timetables, though ACF does not provide clarity on how such 
exemption requests are to be evaluated and decided upon. Further, the ACF does not provide a process for 

any administrative review of exemption request denials by the California Air Resources Board (CARB). 

SB 496 would help remedy these issues by establishing an Appeals Advisory Committee, by which local 
agencies may request a review of exemption request denials.  This process ensures transparency while 

protecting due process for those seeking further review, and it offers clear and feasible pathways to 

compliance. 

Currently, the ACF provides emergency vehicle exemptions to take into consideration the importance of 

ensuring state, local, and regional governmental entities are able to effectively operate and respond to 

emergency situations. Over the years, the natural disaster impacts from climate change, such as wildfires, 

flooding, and windstorms, have become more prevalent. Thus, the scope and bandwidth of “emergencies” 
that governmental entities respond to have expanded and broadened, which this bill seeks to address. 
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Specifically, this bill expands existing emergency vehicle exemptions under ACF to include vehicles 

reasonably anticipated to respond to emergency situations or vehicles supporting those efforts. 

Lastly, the bill promotes affordability in the midst of rapidly rising cost pressures on essential local services 
by acquiring ZEVs before securing the necessary infrastructure to use them. Specifically, the bill would 

eliminate the need to submit vehicle purchasing/order documentation to become eligible for a vehicle 

charging infrastructure delay extension.    

The City of Fremont exhibited lower GHG emissions over the years thanks to transitions toward a green 

economy, including increased adoption of hybrid and battery electric vehicles and improvements in the fuel 

efficiency of internal combustion vehicles. However, we recognize that such transition must account for 
rising population, energy consumption, and vehicle travel, prompting a need for greater flexibility that 

assists Fremont in meeting the required timeline specified in the state’s ACF program.   

We deeply appreciate your leadership in coordinating these much-needed reforms. We look forward to 

working with you to support California’s broader GHG reduction efforts. 

Sincerely, 

 
Raj Salwan 
Mayor 

City of Fremont 

 
cc: Senator Dr. Aisha Wahab 

 Assemblymember Alex Lee 

 

 

 

 

 

 


