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July 3, 2025 

The Honorable Catherine Blakespear 

Senator 

California State Senate 

1021 O Street, Suite 7720 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

     RE:  SB 16 (Blakespear): Ending Street Homelessness Act 

     City of Fremont Oppose 

Dear Senator Blakespear:  

The City of Fremont must respectfully must respectfully oppose SB 16 (Blakespear), which would impose 

several significant new requirements on the state’s flagship homelessness grant program, the Homeless 

Housing, Assistance, and Prevention (HHAP) program.  

For years, cities have urged state leaders to invest a minimum of $1 billion in ongoing flexible funding for 

the HHAP program. Federal and state reports tell us that targeted and sustained funding leads to decreases 

in homelessness. With a permanent, reliable funding source, cities would be better positioned to meet the 

goals outlined in SB 16, developing long-term solutions to help our most vulnerable residents.  

Unfortunately, SB 16 was introduced at the tail end of the legislative session and in the midst of budget 

negotiations. The City of Fremont is disappointed that this year’s state budget cuts HHAP funding by half 

and will not fully allocate new funding until the next fiscal year. The implications of these cuts are 

potentially devastating, with California’s largest cities projecting the loss of 3,250 shelter beds, reduced 

outreach services for over 12,500 individuals, and stalled development for over 2,250 housing units as a 

direct consequence. 

Given these circumstances, the City of Fremont does not believe that now is the right time to advance 

legislation that proposes a major overhaul of the HHAP program and creates new long-term planning goals 

without a commitment to long-term funding. SB 16 introduces significant programmatic changes tied 

directly to the state budget process, and more time is needed to carefully assess and work through the details. 

The City of Fremont would appreciate the author and sponsors taking time this fall to engage with 

stakeholders on SB 16 and return next year with a proposal that ensures the success of the HHAP program 

for years to come.  

The City of Fremont is proud to have fostered the expansion of affordable housing in the City over the 

years, and has notably committed to prioritizing homelessness through the adoption of the Homelessness 

Response Plan by the Fremont City Council in May 2024. However, the City of Fremont relies on the 

HHAP funding to maintain existing inventory, and quickly ramping up shelters and housing units to reach 

functional zero over the next eight years would require a substantial increase in resources and funding. 

Reaching functional zero for Fremont would require over $30 million over five years, compared to the $2.7 

million in HHAP funding the City has received over the last four years, which supports 45 interim housing 

http://www.fremont.gov/
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/2024-AHAR-Part-1.pdf
https://bcsh.ca.gov/calich/documents/hhap_grantee_data_snapshot_2024.pdf
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beds. A short, unrealistic timeframe to rapidly reduce homelessness with limited funding and resources 

could lead to sub-standard, overcrowded shelter spaces as opposed to genuine interim housing spaces with 

privacy and security that are effective. 

With uncertainty around future federal funding and a projected multiyear state budget deficit, communities 

across California are bracing for increased housing instability and homelessness. In the absence of ongoing 

funding, the complicated new requirements included in SB 16 will only make it more challenging for local 

governments to access crucial state homelessness funding that is instrumental to addressing the immediate 

homelessness challenges across California.  

For these reasons, the City of Fremont has an oppose position on SB 16 (Blakespear). 

Sincerely, 

 
Raj Salwan 

Mayor 

City of Fremont 

 

cc:   Senator Dr. Aisha Wahab 

Assemblymember Alex Lee  

League of California Cities 

 

 

 

 

 

 


