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August 28, 2025

The Honorable Buffy Wicks

Chair, Committee on Appropriations
California State Assembly

1021 O Street, Suite 8140
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB 707 (Durazo): Open meetings: meeting and teleconference requirements
City of Fremont Oppose Unless Amended

Dear Chair Wicks:

In July 2025, the City of Fremont submitted a letter to the author’s office with an ‘Oppose Unless Amended’
stance for SB 707, a bill that will drastically reform the Ralph M. Brown Act (Brown Act) by imposing
additional unfunded mandates to local governments. The Brown Act was signed into law over five decades
ago, and we recognize that meaningful updates to better promote and increase transparency, civic
engagement, and digital access have been long overdue. We are supportive of the intent of this bill, but it
would result in substantial financial and administrative burdens and greater staffing needs that local
governments will have to bear without any state assistance. On behalf of the City of Fremont, I
respectfully remain opposed to SB 707 unless it is amended.

In our letter to the author in July 2025, we requested a handful of amendments to SB 707, which included
amending the language to (1) ensure reimbursement of state-mandated costs, (2) extend the implementation
deadline to at least January 1, 2027, (3) provide exemptions or greater flexibility for telephonic and
audiovisual access requirements, (4) address the unintended consequences of remote participation, (5)
clarify expectations for remote continuity, and (6) adjust the translation threshold for limited English
proficient populations. We appreciate the Legislature for considering our requested amendments, but the
updated language of the bill fell short of what we were anticipating. There are still prescriptive requirements
in the current version of the bill that would create significant fiscal and operational challenges for the City,
including:

e Providing two-way telephonic or audiovisual access for all meetings, halting proceedings during
any service disruption.

o Translating agendas into all “applicable language” spoken by 20 percent or more of residents with
limited English proficiency.

e Designating a public space for community-submitted translations, even if inaccurate or misleading.

o Creating and maintaining multi-language webpages for agendas, instructions, and meeting
procedures.

o Expanding outreach efforts and electronic systems for agenda access.

If the bill passes out of the Legislature in its current state and is signed into law, local governments would
need to comply with the proposed requirements by January 1, 2026, which is just a few months away. Not
only is this timeline nearly unfeasible to follow, but it could lead to hasty, imprecise implementation of the
bill’s proposed requirements. The City of Fremont remains supportive of the efforts to ensure that members
of the public have equitable access to engage in meaningful dialogues with decision-making bodies. As
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previously requested in our letter to the author of this bill in July 2025, we once again request that the
Legislature consider extending the deadline for compliance with this bill’s requirements to January 1, 2027,
at a minimum. This is essential to ensure local governments can meet these requirements responsibly.

Lastly, we respectfully urge amending SB 707 to remove the most burdensome mandates, ensure equitable
treatment of local governments, and provide sufficient time and resources for compliance. We are hopeful
that the Legislature considers these inputs, and we look forward to continuing to work with the Legislature
on this matter.

Sincerely,

Raj Salwan
Mayor
City of Fremont

cc: The Honorable Dr. Aisha Wahab (District 10), California State Senate
The Honorable Alex Lee (District 24), California State Assembly
League of California Cities
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