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September 18, 2025 

The Honorable Gavin Newsom 

Governor, State of California 

1021 O Street, Suite 9000 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

    RE:  Senate Bill 707 (Durazo) – Open Meetings: Meeting and Teleconference Requirements 

Request for Veto from the City of Fremont 

Dear Governor Newsom, 

On behalf of the City of Fremont, I respectfully request your veto of SB 707 (Durazo). While Fremont has 

consistently supported efforts to expand and enhance public participation in local government, several 

provisions of this bill present substantial compliance challenges for cities like ours. 

Specifically, we are concerned with three key issues: 

1. The absence of reimbursement to local governments for the costs of complying with the mandates in 

SB 707; 

2. The need to extend the implementation deadline to at least January 1, 2027; and 

3. The threshold requirements for translating meeting agendas for limited English-proficient 

populations, which we believe should be adjusted. 

If enacted, SB 707 would require local governments to make significant infrastructure and technology upgrades 

to ensure quorum participation and public access. This includes implementing two-way telephonic or 

audiovisual platforms for remote public comment and translating all meeting agendas in advance—

requirements that would place a heavy administrative and financial burden on municipalities. 

While we urge a veto at this time, we remain committed to working collaboratively with the Legislature on 

reforms to the Brown Act that genuinely enhance public access while ensuring that local governments have 

the resources and realistic timelines to implement them. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 
Raj Salwan 

Mayor 

City of Fremont 

 

cc: The Honorable Dr. Aisha Wahab (District 10), California State Senate 

  The Honorable Alex Lee (District 24), California State Assembly 

 League of California Cities 
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