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December 17, 2025 

 

   The Honorable Sam Graves 

   Chair 

   United States House Committee on  

   Transportation and Infrastructure 

   1135 Longworth House Office Building 

   Washington, DC 20515 

 

   The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito 

   Chair 

   United States Senate Committee on  

   Environment and Public Works 

   170 Russell Senate Office Building 

   Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Rick Larsen 

Ranking Member 

United States House Committee on 

Transportation and Infrastructure 

2163 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

The Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse 

Ranking Member 

United States Senate Committee on 

Environment and Public Works 

530 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

    RE:  Prioritize and Preserve Investments in Local Transportation Infrastructure in Surface 

             Transportation Reauthorization  

 

Dear Chairs Capito and Graves and Ranking Members Whitehouse and Larsen: 

On behalf of the City of Fremont, I respectfully urge Congress to prioritize and preserve investments 

in local transportation in the upcoming surface transportation reauthorization bill. Fremont is home 

to over 200,000 residents and 1,700 tech companies that drive both our local and national economies, 

contributing significantly to innovation. Federal transportation funding is essential for strengthening our 

local transportation infrastructure, which is vital to serving our businesses and residents. 

We urge Congress to consider the following in the upcoming surface transportation reauthorization: 

• Sustain or increase transportation infrastructure investments and provide flexibility to align 

funding with local priorities. Over many decades, the country’s transportation system has not 

received adequate attention to address needs related to maintenance, operations, capacity 

expansion, and safety improvements. Recent investments in federal transportation programs must 

be sustained and enhanced. Cities and regions should be provided with flexibility to use federal 

funds for the highest-priority local needs that align with national interests. 

 

• Prepare for ever-changing innovations in transportation. In the future, transportation 

infrastructure will need to be enhanced to ensure safe operation of emerging innovations, such as 

autonomous vehicles, on roads and highways. We urge Congress to maintain and expand federal 

investments focused on harnessing advanced, cutting-edge transportation technologies, such as the 

Strengthening Mobility and Revolutionizing Transportation (SMART) discretionary grant 

program. 

 

• Streamline environmental review processes and other related federal requirements for 

transportation projects. Streamlined processes would help expedite project delivery and provide 
local governments with greater flexibility in planning, implementation, and permitting for 

transportation projects and related activities. 
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• Preserve local and regional governments’ share of federal highway funds. Specifically, we 

respectfully request that the surface transportation reauthorization bill preserve the allocations from 

the Highway Trust Fund (HTF) that are made available to local and regional governments. We also 

urge Congress to increase the local share of federal highway funds in accordance with the unique 

fiscal and inflationary pressures that local governments face today. We ask that the surface 

transportation reauthorization bill allocate no less than 25 percent of all HTF highway account 

dollars to local and regional governments. At a minimum, we urge Congress to maintain the level 

of local and regional shares of these dollars stipulated in the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 

Act. 

 

Thank you for considering our comments, and I look forward to continued collaboration to advance a robust 

surface transportation reauthorization bill. 

Sincerely, 

 
Raj Salwan 

Mayor, City of Fremont 

 

cc: The Honorable Adam Schiff, United States Senate 

 The Honorable Alex Padilla, United States Senate 

The Honorable Eric Swalwell, United States House of Representatives  

The Honorable Ro Khanna, United States House of Representatives  

 


