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December 29, 2025 

 

   The Honorable French Hill 

   Chairman 

   United States House Committee on     

   Financial Services 

   1533 Longworth House Office Building 

   Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Maxine Waters 

Ranking Member 

United States House Committee on 

Financial Services 

2221 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

    RE:  H.R.6644: Housing for the 21st Century Act 

             City of Fremont Support  

 

Dear Chairman Hill and Ranking Member Waters: 

On behalf of the City of Fremont, I am pleased to express support for the Housing for the 21st Century 

Act (H.R.6644). This bipartisan bill aims to sustain and strengthen key housing programs, reduce 

regulatory burdens, and incentivize local governments to address barriers to housing development and 

support related initiatives. 

Meaningful, pragmatic reforms to federal programs and guidelines intended to support local progress on 

housing development and affordability are long overdue. The absence of these reforms will delay critical 

housing projects and inhibit the growth of housing supply, further constraining Americans’ access to 

housing. The National Low Income Housing Coalition estimates that there is a nationwide shortage of 7.1 

million rental homes affordable and available to renters with extremely low incomes. Further, the 

homeownership rate across the nation remains stagnant. The seasonally adjusted homeownership rate in Q1 

2025 was 65.2 percent, nearly unchanged from 65.3 percent in Q1 2020. 

The Housing for the 21st Century Act is a major step toward addressing that urgent need for reform, further 

empowering local progress and expanding access to federal support for local housing production. Some of 

the notable provisions of the proposed bill include: 

• Unlocking Housing Supply Through Streamlined and Modernized Reviews (Section 104) – 

Streamlines the federal review process for small and infill housing projects and office conversion, 

as well as the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process for housing projects 

funded through the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). 

• Community Development Fund Amendments (Section 202) – Includes affordable housing 

construction as an eligible use of the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds. 

• Planning and Implementation Grants for Affordable Housing (Section 203) – Authorizes the 

Secretary of HUD to award competitive grants to regional and local governments to implement and 

administer housing strategies, plans, and regulatory requirements and processes. 

As you are aware, there is no ‘one-size-fits-all’ strategy that is uniformly effective across all municipalities 
in the nation. Providing flexibility to meet the unique needs of each community will enhance the collective 

effort in achieving the nation’s housing goals.  The Housing for the 21st Century Act will equip local 

governments with the tools necessary to make that effort possible. Thank you for your leadership in 

http://www.fremont.gov/
https://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/gap/2025/gap-report_2025_english.pdf
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/RSAHORUSQ156S


 

 

 

 

 

 
Page 2 of 2 

coordinating this bipartisan bill and for your urgency in addressing the need to increase housing supply that 

is affordable and accessible to all Americans. 

Sincerely, 

 
Raj Salwan 

Mayor, City of Fremont 

 

cc:  The Honorable Tim Scott, Chairman, United States Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, and  

Urban Affairs 

The Honorable Elizabeth Warren, Ranking Member, United States Senate Committee on  

Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 

The Honorable Mike Flood, Subcommittee on Housing and Insurance Chairman, United States  

House Committee on Financial Services 

The Honorable Emanuel Cleaver II, Subcommittee on Housing and Insurance Ranking Member,  

United States House Committee on Financial Services 

The Honorable Alex Padilla, United States Senate 

 The Honorable Adam Schiff, United States Senate 

 The Honorable Eric Swalwell, United States House of Representatives 

 The Honorable Ro Khanna, United States House of Representatives 

 


