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June 3, 2026

The Honorable Catherine Stefani
Assemblymember

California State Assembly

1021 O Street, Suite 5220
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1588 (Stefani) - Vehicles: Sideshow Accountability and Community Safety Act
City of Fremont Support

Dear Assemblymember Stefani:

On behalf of the City of Fremont, I am pleased to express support for your bill, AB 1588 (Stefani).
This bill will enhance enforcement mechanisms under Section 23109 of the Vehicle Code to deter
sideshows and prohibit driving behaviors that create a dangerous public nuisance and endanger
motorists, pedestrians, and residents. Specifically, this bill would expand criminal penalties for
engaging in an exhibition of speed as part of a sideshow, including providing for vehicle impoundment
authority and increased fines for repeat offenders and for sideshow activities that result in bodily injury
to a person other than the driver, among other provisions. This bill would also expand the definition of
“sideshow” to include the use or operation of any motor vehicle, including, but not limited to,
motorcycles or off-highway motor vehicles, to barricade, block, impede, or otherwise obstruct traffic.

Dangerous driving behaviors, such as exhibition of speed, exacerbate the likelihood of fatal accidents
and collisions, property damage, and traffic congestion. Especially at high-turnout sideshows, these
behaviors pose significant public safety risks and threats not only to spectators, pedestrians, and
operators but also to law enforcement officers and first responders who arrive on scene to disperse the
crowd and mitigate further traffic obstruction. Over recent years, these behaviors have become
increasingly problematic across the state. Notably, in March 2022, at least three large sideshows
occurred over the same weekend in the San Francisco Bay Area region, one of which took place in the
City of Fremont’s jurisdiction. Further, in May 2026, a coordinated law enforcement operation resulted
in a seizure of nearly 80 dirt bikes and all-terrain vehicles present during an illegal street takeover on
the Bay Bridge, which connects San Francisco and Oakland. From 2023 to 2025, the City of Fremont
received over 100 calls through a computer-aided dispatch system reporting incidents involving
sideshow activities.

In 2022, the City of Fremont City Council adopted the Street Racing and Sideshow Ordinance to
prohibit the promotion of and attendance at such events. Other Bay Area cities, such as the City of San
José, have also previously enforced similar ordinances within their jurisdictions and responded
accordingly to dangerous sideshow incidents. Unfortunately, while local enforcement of sideshows is
critical, the existing state law lacks clarity on what constitutes a sideshow and does not contain
comprehensive measures to deter repeat offenses and mitigate sideshow activities that result in bodily
harm or injury to a person other than the driver. This bill is a step towards addressing the inadequacies
of the existing state law provisions on sideshows and related activities and aims to enhance
accountability for individuals participating in or spectating sideshows. While this bill is not a solution
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to completely eliminate dangerous driving behaviors, it provides much-needed reforms to better protect
Californians on roadways and hold offenders responsible for their actions.

Thank you for your leadership on this bill, and I look forward to continued discussions on ways to
ensure the public safety of our communities.

Sincerely,

Raj Salwan
Mayor

cc: The Honorable Nick Schultz, Chair, California State Assembly Committee on Public Safety
The Honorable Lori D. Wilson, Chair, California State Assembly Committee on
Transportation
The Honorable Bufty Wicks, Chair, California State Assembly Committee on Appropriations
The Honorable Jesse Arreguin, Chair, California State Senate Committee on Public Safety
The Honorable Dave Cortese, Chair, California State Senate Committee on Transportation
The Honorable Sabrina Cervantes, Chair, California State Senate Committee on
Appropriations
The Honorable Dr. Aisha Wahab, California State Senate
The Honorable Alex Lee, California State Assembly
League of California Cities
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