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August 31, 2026 

 

   The Honorable Gavin Newsom 

   Governor 

   Office of the Governor of California 

   1021 O Street, Suite 9000 

   Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

              RE:  AB 1588 (Stefani) - Vehicles: Sideshow Accountability and Community Safety Act 

                       City of Fremont Request for Signature 

Dear Governor Newsom: 

On behalf of the City of Fremont, I respectfully request your signature for AB 1588 (Stefani). 

This bill, among other provisions, expands criminal penalties for engaging in an exhibition of speed as 

part of a sideshow and expands the definition of sideshow. In recent years, sideshows have disrupted 

traffic and posed significant public safety risks in the San Francisco Bay Area. Here in the City of 

Fremont (City), from 2023 to 2025, the City received over 100 calls through a computer-aided dispatch 

system reporting incidents involving sideshow activities. 

The City has been diligently implementing measures to enforce and respond to dangerous sideshow 

activities. In 2022, the City’s City Council adopted the Street Racing and Sideshow Ordinance to 

prohibit the promotion of and attendance at such activities. However, the existing state law remains 

vague on what constitutes a sideshow and which comprehensive mechanisms can be utilized to deter 

repeat offenses and mitigate sideshow activities that result in bodily harm or injury to a person other 

than the driver. AB 1588 provides clarity needed to support these local enforcement efforts. 

Thank you for your leadership in ensuring the public safety for Californians. I look forward to 

continued dialogues to support that effort. Should you and/or your office have any questions regarding 

the City’s stance on AB 1588, please reach out to Geneva Bosques, Director of Communications and 
Legislative Affairs, at GBosques@fremont.gov, and/or Anthony Choi, Management Analyst, at 

AChoi@fremont.gov. 

Sincerely, 

 
Raj Salwan 

Mayor 

 

cc: The Honorable Catherine Stefani, California State Assembly 

The Honorable Alex Lee, California State Assembly 

 The Honorable Dr. Aisha Wahab, California State Senate 

 League of California Cities 
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